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When they saw the
star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with
great joy.
Matthew 2:10

The church building was closed to in-house services again
on November 20th due to the COVID pandemic.
NO FLOWER DONATIONS AT THIS TIME. We are
planning on reopening on February 7, 2021. When we do
reopen, there will be a new 2021 Altar Flower Chart up
on the bulletin board by the elevator in the Koinonia
Room.

A Message from
Reverend Nancy
Hope Was Born
Although Christmas and 2020 were a time like no other, hope was
born on Christmas this year. For that matter, hope was in abundance during the
Advent season. On Sunday November 22nd, our last in person worship service until February 7, 2021,
I was thinking and praying about ways we could keep in touch as a congregation. When we were
closed last March, I felt that we could have done a better job of reaching out to each other. As I was
pondering this, the phone rang. Brenda Kennedy told me she and Ann Marken were taking a walk,
discussing what we could do to make contact with each other during Advent.
The result? A tremendous amount of preparation and recruitment and creativity in a short period of
time brought about the first ever Crusin’ Casper for Advent! The deliveries were much more than a
devotional, an origami craft project and information about Christmas Eve services.
The Holy Spirit was in and through simple paper bags and brief visits. There were more volunteers
than routes to deliver. Some routes were split up or deliveries were shared. Needs were discovered
as well as correct addresses and contact information. Drive by communion and the beautiful Advent/
Epiphany window display was fantastic. I am grateful to everyone who gave and received to make
Crusin’ Casper a success. Personally, I was able to explore my neighborhood and have wonderful
visits. I enjoyed seeing you from a distance, with masks. Thank you for sharing your treasures and
beautiful Christmas decorations with me. In the midst of a challenging time, we reconnected with our
neighbors.

Many of you have shared with me that “worship just isn’t the same” online through YouTube. I agree
and I am so grateful for all the hard work of the worship committee, our musicians, our singers, Sunday School teachers and technical folks who are working hard to improve our online presence. I think
you will agree that our new camera has enhanced our recordings.
How was hope born at First United Methodist Church this Advent and Christmas season? We
celebrated God through Jesus Christ in new ways, with technology. We connected with each other
through Crusin’ Casper for Advent. We served one another by loving our neighbors with visits. That’s
our vision—to celebrate, connect and serve Christ from the heart of Casper.
On a personal note, I will be having my left hip replaced on January 6th. My recovery will take a
month. Please let Pastor Bun Koo Lee know of your needs. Zoom meetings will occur as usual with
sign in information emailed to those participating. I am grateful for your prayers and support during
my recuperation.
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Nancy

If a particular date is special for you or your family, please consider signing
your name on an open date to provide altar flowers on that day. If you have
no special date in mind, you can still provide flowers simply for the
beautification of the sanctuary. You may also contact Martha Rakestraw at
262-6056 if you would like to participate in this ministry.
Your flower donations are TRULY appreciated!
DATE

SUNDAY ONLINE
SERVICE VIEWS

12/6/2020

119

12/13/2020

128

12/20/2020

187

ATTENDANCE
STATISTICS FOR:
DECEMBER 2020

12/242020
12/27/2020

Brenda Berry whose husband Ken passed away on
November 20th.
Cathy Cook, whose mother Blanche Kissler, passed on
December 14th.
Chris and Gayle Rhodes on the death of his father, Chip,
on December 25th.

TO VIEW SERVICES IN JANUARY, GO ONLINE TO YOUTUBE:
Jan. 3 - FUMC 2021 01 03
Jan. 10 - FUMC 2021 01 10
Jan. 17 - FUMC 2021 01 17
Jan. 24 - FUMC 2021 01 24
Jan. 31 - FUMC 2021 01 31

OR GO TO OUR WEBSITE: FUMCCASPER.COM
AND CLICK ON WORSHIP WITH US TODAY ON THE HOMEPAGE.

UNITED METHODIST THRIFT STORE IS OPEN FOR
BUSINESS, PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING AND
MASKS ARE REQUIRED.
OUR BUSINESS HOURS ARE THE SAME:
M, T & W 10:00AM - 4:00PM
ADDRESS: 2111 E. 12TH ST.

SATURDAY 10:00AM - 2:00PM
PHONE: 307-234-6611

Please “like” us at: United Methodist Thrift Shop
We are looking for new volunteers to train for both substitutes and shifts. We love this local mission
and would love to add more of the congregation to our numbers. A shift is just 3 hours per week.
Come join us! Find the answers to your questions by calling Anne Carlsen (262-7935) or Gail
Bowman (277-9033)
We are diving into our after-Christmas sales! Help us help others and enjoy the thrill of thrift store
treasure hunting. We still have a collection of holiday items at 50% savings, as well as rolling out
another opportunity to save. We have a large assortment of brand new shoes and lightly worn footwear offered on the same 50% sale. We are including dress shoes and boots. Come look as they
will go quickly! While you’re visiting, check out our high quality clothing, decor, bedding and linens,
as well as crafts and housewares.
Your shopping helps local charities, Holy Cross and Interfaith, both serving many who need a hand
up, especially in these difficult times.

A Message from
Reverend Bun Koo
Happy New Year! We are now in 2021! Time is so fast. A turbulent year has passed. I hope and pray that we are now at the
end of a long tunnel of darkness. I believe a light is shining right
before us. We will see wonderful things, the goodness of God in the year 2021! We will
grow in God and see the glory of God in 2021!
Now, we all have been given a new life for the New Year 2021. I am so excited to have
a New Year, a new opportunity to know myself better and to come closer to God in Casper,
Wyoming, a beautiful city with wonderful people in the breath of God, the wind! I am always full of hope and anticipation not because a New Year has come but because I am in
Christ with the people of God, the people of faith. St Paul says in 2Corithians 5:17,
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come; The old has gone, the new is
here!”
We make new plans. We yearn for a new day better than yesterday. But, although we
make new plans, the one who accomplishes them is God. In Psalm 127, it says, “Unless the
Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the
guards stand watch in vain. In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat –
for he grants sleep to those he loves.” At times, I am anxious. I am worried. I am busy for
nothing. I cannot sleep because I think it is I who is doing the work, who is fulfilling the
work. But God is the One who completes the work for the good of His children. God is the
Builder. God is the One who keeps us safe, who keeps the city safe. God will accomplish
his will and plan through us. Therefore God grants sleep to those He loves, and those who
trust God, those who love God, and those who call on His merciful name.
God, our Lord will provide for us what we need. 2Peter 1:3 says, “His divine power has
given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us
by His own glory and goodness.” God is calling us for His own glory and goodness. We
do what we do by the strength God gives for us. That is why we always praise God and
glorify God for whatever we achieve in this world. In 1Peter 4:11, the Bible says, “If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.
Amen.”
In this New Year, finally we will praise God as King David has praised the Lord. “Praise
the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy name. Praise the Lord, my soul,
and forget not all His benefits – who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who
redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies
your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s” (Psalm 103:15). In this year, at last, we will all confess that God is great, that Our God is the Almighty
God. May God’s love and peace govern your life every day in this Happy New Year 2021!
In Christ,
Rev. Bun Koo

WORSHIP IN JANUARY

1 NEW YEAR’S DAY

January 3, 2021
Epiphany of The Lord Sunday
Isaiah 60:1-6
Matthew 2:1-12
“Your Light Has Come”
Traditions come and go and change as time moves along. Without a large number of youth and
adults to produce the traditional Epiphany celebration our church has treasured for over three
decades, we will explore how the light of world continues to guide us.
To view service, go online to YouTube.com: FUMC 2021 01 03
January 10, 2021
1st Sunday after the Epiphany
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
“Your Soul May Live”
Baptism is a rite of purification. How many times should we wash the body in life? Every day. How
many times should we be baptized? Only once. God is faithful. His promise is everlasting. We
should remember and renew the power of the Holy Spirit given to us by Jesus our Lord once and
for all.
To view service, go online to YouTube.com: FUMC 2021 01 10
January 17, 2021
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Rev. Mark Calhoun, District Superintendent, will be preaching this Sunday
To view service, go online to YouTube.com: FUMC 2021 01 17
January 24, 2021
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Mark 1:14-20
“Living by Faith”
People would say, “Seeing is believing.” But we do not live by sight but by faith because we know
that “the present form of this world is passing away.” We need faith, the faith with which we can see,
understand and live out the everlasting truth of Jesus our Lord.
To view service, go online to YouTube.com: FUMC 2021 01 24
January 31, 2021
4th Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Mark 1:21-28
“To Know and To Be Known”
How can we know God? We know God, or I would rather say, we are known by God by his healing,
love and compassion, not by our own subjective knowledge or pride or even by other's teaching or
authority. We know God and we should be known and found in God by the personal relationship
with God through the Holy Spirit, which should be always examined by our good fruit of faith.
To view service, go online to YouTube.com: FUMC 2021 01 31
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THANKS TO ALL WHO DIDN’T
GET TO EAT UMW GOODIES
FOR THANKSGIVING --BUT GAVE ANYWAY!!
A proper thank you will come when we
can meet together again: laugh, hug,
share, and eat goodies.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—JANUARY
***ALL CLASSES OR MEETINGS ARE TEMPARARILY PUT ON HOLD OR WILL
MEET BY ZOOM ONLY UNTIL FEBRUARY 7, 2021.***
Sundays:
Mondays:
Tuesdays:

Until then stay safe and know that your
giving will bless many lives.
Faith Finders Adult Sunday School Class
The class will begin a new study at 9:45 on January 10.
We will be using the book, “Active Faith: Resisting 4
Dangerous Ideologies with the Wesleyan Way.” An
interactive discussion will be led by Gene Rohrbeck.
Complimentary copies of book may be picked up at
the church office. Please let Gene know if you are
interested in the class and how to connect to Zoom.
He’ll let you know when books are in the office.
Gene’s email: gbrohrbeck@gmail.com.

8:30 am
9:45 am
5:30 pm

Worship uploaded on Facebook/YouTube
CLASSES (on Zoom)—Faith Finders , Youth
SPR Committee (on Zoom) on Monday this month only

10:00—11:00 am
4:00 pm

Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com
Sisters Gathering (on Zoom) (Monthly, 3rd Tuesday)

4:15pm

Wednesdays: 6:30 pm

Youth Group (on Zoom)

Thursdays

5:00 pm

Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit info to the Media Team at:
media@fumccasper.com

1:00 pm

Record Worship

Fridays:
Saturdays:

*Book Club: Not meeting in January
*Creative Worship Team: Every Tuesday, 1:00 pm (on Zoom)
*Board of Stewards: monthly, 3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm (on Zoom)
*Board of Trustees: monthly, 3rd Thursday, 5:30 pm (on Zoom)
*Finance Committee: monthly, 3rd Thursday, 4:30 pm (on Zoom)
“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, January 17th, 2021
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, January 29th)

We will meet each Wednesday by “Zoom”
during January.

Please contact Paster Bun Koo at
associatepastor@fumccasper.com for the link.

Sunday School classes for preschool—5th grade
will resume again on February 7th.

