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The 2020 Altar Flower Chart is located on the bulletin board by
the elevator in the Koinonia Room. If a particular date is special for
you or your family, please consider signing your name on an open
date to provide altar flowers on that day. If you have no special date
in mind, you can still provide flowers simply for the beautification
of the sanctuary. You may also contact Martha Rakestraw at
262-6056 if you would like to participate in this ministry.

A note from
Reverend Nancy
December 2020
A Christmas Like No Other
And the pandemic began. We closed the church building and King’s Corner from March 22 nd until
May 31st we recorded worship, making it available on Facebook/YouTube. Then we worshipped
in the parking lot until July 26th when we returned to the Sanctuary, with restrictions. Sunday
school and other in person meetings resumed with options to participate with Zoom. Tuesday
night Upgrade Bible Study resumed in the Sonrise Room and we have yet to reopen King’s
Corner for the 3rd Worship Service or dinner twice a week. I thought the number of COVID cases
in Natrona County would decline. And the pandemic is surging.
Who would has guessed that a virtual Easter was a harbinger of a virtual Christmas? For the
safety of our congregation and community, Sunday November 22, 2020 was our last in person
worship service until February 7, 2021. We are once again recording worship, making it
available on Facebook/YouTube. All meetings will be conducted on Zoom. The church has a
Zoom account. To schedule a meeting please call me in the church office (234-9385). The
church building is closed, and the office is open 9 am to 2 pm, Monday through Friday with
masks and social distancing required. The building is closed AND OUR MINISTRY CONTINUES.
The theme of Advent this year is Hope. Hope is certainly something we all need at this time. The
challenge of being the church during this pandemic has caused us to be flexible in ways we
resist and embrace, at the same time. The Endowment Committee has approved a request to
upgrade our camera and lighting in the sanctuary as well as the ability to livestream services. We
will be implementing these upgrades in phases as we learn to use the new equipment and
technology. If you are not able to access worship online, please call the office and we will mail
you a copy of the sermon the following week.
The church building is closed, and our ministry continues. All of us are being called to think and
act in ways that are unfamiliar. Please keep in touch with each other through phone calls, cards
in the postal mail, emails, texts, and prayers. Do not hesitate to call the church office (307-2349385) or my cell phone (970-218-3455) if you need anything: to talk, to complain, to have me
listen to you, to pray together, to ask questions, and to let me know you health status.
As we enter into this Advent season like none other before, let us focus on the gift of life and love
that is given to us through the birth of the Christ child. His name is Emmanuel which means God
is with us. God is with us, God is good, Jesus Christ loves us and lives in and through us. Be
safe, wear a mask, wash your hands and stay at a safe distance.
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Nancy

Your flower
donations are
TRULY
appreciated!

DATE

The following dates are still available for the gift of altar flowers
in December:
December
December
December
December

6
13
20
27

SUNDAY
SERVICES

YOUTUBE

11/01/2020

109

60

11/08/2020

94

32

11/15/2020

90

47

11/22/2020

91

82

ATTENDANCE
STATISTICS FOR:
NOVEMBER 2020

11/29/2020

Our deepest sympathies go out to:
The family of Carlotta Harrington who passed on
November 15th.
To Pastor Bun Koo and his family on the passing of his
mother Young Sook Son on November 16th.

TO VIEW SERVICES FOR ADVENT & IN DECEMBER,
GO ONLINE TO YOUTUBE:
Nov. 29 - FUMC 2020 11 29
Dec. 6 - FUMC 2020 12 6
Dec. 13 - FUMC 2020 12 13
Dec. 20 - FUMC 2020 12 20
Dec. 24 - FUMC 2020 12 24
Dec. 27 - FUMC 2020 12 27
Awaiting the Light
Join Faith Finders on Zoom (you will get an email with the link or call
the church office) for an Advent study beginning November 29th.
Each Sunday during Advent, we will share in fellowship as we read
scripture and practice various forms of prayer and meditation
including Welcoming and Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina. This will
be an opportunity to broaden your spiritual practices while we wait
together to celebrate Christ's birth. Don't worry if you aren't
familiar with these forms of prayer, materials and instruction will be
provided. Each lesson stands alone so join us when you can.
Feel free to contact Rosemary Bartle @ 307-267-0535 or
rosemarybartle@aol.com with questions or additional information.
UNITED METHODIST THRIFT STORE IS OPEN FOR
BUSINESS, PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING AND
MASKS ARE REQUIRED.
OUR BUSINESS HOURS ARE THE SAME:

M, T & W 10:00AM - 4:00PM
ADDRESS: 2111 E. 12TH ST.

SATURDAY 10:00AM - 2:00PM
PHONE: 307-234-6611

Please “like” us at: United Methodist Thrift Shop
We are looking for new volunteers to train for both substitutes and shifts. We love this local mission
and would love to add more of the congregation to our numbers. A shift is just 3 hours per week.
Come join us! Find the answers to your questions by calling Anne Carlsen (262-7935) or Gail
Bowman (277-9033)

A Message from
Reverend Bun Koo
Mother who taught me the language for the first time, who gave
me love for the first time, who taught me what love is, who I thought would be
always around me – the mother, my mother, my mom passed away. Why have
I never thought that my mother would someday die like all other human beings? Why have I never
thought about that even though I have done many funeral services for other people? When I went to
South Korea to see my mother after having heard that she was terminally ill, I never thought that she
would pass away. Even after coming back from South Korea, even when I clearly saw her health
deteriorating, I never thought my mother would pass away. Oftentimes, I said to the church members,
“Now, I think it is a matter of time” when they asked me about my mom’s state, but even at those times,
deep in my heart, I never thought my mom would pass away.
My mom passed away. She was far away from me after my coming to the U.S, but now she
seems too far away from me, too far than I have ever imagined. I terribly miss my mom and I don’t know
if I would be ever able to be used to this difference – the absence of my mom throughout my whole life.
About the absence of my mom, one thing occurs to me. It was when I was around five years old.
I remember I was lying down on the couch in my home by myself for a while probably for two hours or
three. Then it was getting dark outside. Another day was retiring. And still I was alone at home.
Suddenly I felt the absence of my mom. Then I felt a pang, a weird, indescribable pain inside me. It was
not physical. It was not mental. The pain was somewhere in between my body and soul. Now I come to
know that the pain was coming from my existence, from my whole being because of the absence of my
mom.
The reason why my mom’s passing makes me so sad is because of her sacrificial love for the
family throughout her life. As the mother of eight children, as the wife of a pastor, she did everything she
could do for the family and the church. The resources and the budget were always tight, and the hours of
day were always short for her to take care of all the children and the household. The children sometimes
rebelled against her and couldn’t understand what she taught to them, but she gave them the best she
could give, and she always showed unconditional, sacrificial love to them. In retrospect, I learned from
my mom the love of God – the unconditional love and the sacrifice for the children. It was the closest
visible image of God’s love I can see in the secular world.
Her love and death has imprinted her teaching deep inside of me. She taught me that I must
learn the truth that comes from weakness and gentleness, and the love that comes from sacrifice and an
example. I believe that’s how our God teaches us the most important truth of life. I miss my mom so
terribly. Her pictures, the memories, and all the regrets and contrition still make me cry every now and
then. I doubt I could ever overcome this loss, this sorrow, and her absence for all my life. But the deeper
my sorrow is, the stronger her teaching will be in my life – Learn from weakness and gentleness and be
motivated through and emulate the acts of love and sacrifice. I feel like I am born again through my
mother, which I believe is God’s blessing and God’s plan for me and for all others who have mother or
the mother-figure in their own life.
In Christ,
Rev. Bun Koo

WORSHIP IN DecemBER
Worship for Advent 2020
November 29, 2020 1st Sunday of Advent Isaiah 64:1-9 Mark 13:24-37 “Waiting for Hope”
Both scriptures listed here seem a dark way to begin the joyous season of Advent. The Israelites
and the followers of Jesus found themselves in difficult times in both scriptures. They waited for
hope in a terrible situation, as we do during this season.
To view service, go online to YouTube: FUMC 2020 11 29
December 8, 2020 2nd Sunday of Advent 2 Peter 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8 “Disappointed Hope”
Peter’s second letter and Mark’s gospel account of John the Baptist guide us to look at too much
and not enough and all the situations in between where hope can be disappointed. John the Baptist
prepared the way for Jesus. 2 Peter addresses what we are to do as we wait for Christ’s return.
To view service, go online to YouTube: FUMC 2020 12 6

December 13, 2020 3rd Sunday of Advent
John 1:6-8, 19-28
“Unlikely Hope”
John’s gospel account of John the Baptist explores an unlikely person to proclaim God through
Jesus Christ. Which unlikely people or circumstances showed you the hope of Jesus Christ?
To view service, go online to YouTube: FUMC 2020 12 13

1
Matthew Culver
Amber Metz
Billie Patterson

8
Don McHattie
James Sack
Jason Stoval

16
Mark Ingledew
Bob McMichael
Garrett Sheppard

2
Willow Curtis
Debbie Glass
Leah Malody
Gene Rohrbeck
Christina Yankey

9
Lindsey Ford

3
Gage Williams

12
Scott Hunter
Norma Patton
Tayden Rodriguez
Beth Shively

17
Kelley Bacon
Nancy Potter
Dustin Reynolds
Scott Skavdahl
Lynda Sneddon
Tristy Thomas
Rebecca Yocum

December 20, 2020 4th Sunday of Advent
“The Joy of Hope”
We celebrate the season with drama and music. The Sunday school children’s play “One Little
Baby” will be presented as well at the Youth Choir and the Adult Ensemble.
To view service, go online to YouTube: FUMC 2020 12 20

4
Sterling Baker
Edna Bell
Adam Couldridge
Dan Luers
Smokie Slocum
Rachelle Horkan

December 24, 2020 Christmas Eve Celebration
Luke 2:1-10
“Hope Is Born”
A Christmas Eve celebration like no other we have experienced thus far. A familiar worship with
great music will celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ using an unfamiliar way—
watching worship online from home. New blessings will be born this Christmas Eve.
To view service, go online to YouTube: FUMC 2020 12 24

5
Zoe Bunner
Calvin Fletcher
Jason Lineweber
Renee Payne
Lewis Stock

1st

December 27, 2020 Sunday after Christmas Luke 2:22-40 “Celebrating Christ’s Presence”
Prophet’s Anna and Simeon lifetime of waiting is over when they encounter Mary and Joseph
presenting their son Jesus to the Lord.
To view service, go online to YouTube: FUMC 2020 12 27

6
Matthew Gacke
7
Paula Loranc
Dane Rasmussen
Gary Somerville

10
11

13
Jason Crotteau

14
Katie Guerttman
Chad Lore
Sally Slocum
Bill Thornton
15
Jamie Cline
Marilynn Deiss
Daniel Marken
Madeline Chuman
Muriel PierceStrickland
Paul Salveson

18
Juli Brubaker
Dale Bundy
Linda Gehres
Faydra Decker
Dean Kelly

22
London Brood
Keith Cross
Howdy Flanagan
Shelly Mason
23
Brian Boyle
Jan Cobb
Donna Laird
24
Natalie Maddy
Kendall TeBeest
25

Merry
Christmas!

19
Cyndi Batchelder
Whitney Daugherty
Brendon Littau
Tracy Sutherland
Steve Wilson
20
Anne Carlsen
Dustin Patik
21
Josie Faulkner
Eileen Raver

Ron Cutts
Eldon Gomes
Rodney Kennedy
Ann McInroy
Cheryl Talkington
26
Spence Livingston
Nick Nickerson
Elmer Parson

27
Kristin Harris
Quin Marvel

28
Michael Culver
Joe Kennedy
Stephanie Lee
Ardene Mullison
Brianna Quinones
Margot Smith
Jack Strickland
29
Maya Crum
Danica Itzen
Jessica Luers
Gerald Sleep
30
Hadley Bryans
Michelle Harshman
Dave Korenke
Julie Schmitt
Erin Siems
Brad Ullery
Melissa Van Buren
Kent Williamson
31
Robert Fox
Bob King
Darlene Mitchell

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—DECEMBER
United Methodist Women
How we would love to bake and sell --But --- not going to happen in 2020 and probably
2021!!
In order to continue to support our
Local Mission Projects:
We are holding a Virtual Holiday Bake Sale.
If, in the past, you have purchased cakes, cookies, pies, rolls, candy,
or other goodies in preparation for the holiday season, we ask you to
consider sending a donation of a similar amount.
If you have donated any of those items, consider donating the cost in
cash this year. Send donations to:
United Methodist Women
332 East Second Street
Casper, WY 82601-2506
These are the recipients of your generosity – Child Development
Center, Central Wyoming Rescue Mission, Central Wyoming
Counseling Center, Holy Cross Center, NCSD Homeless Children,
Interfaith Clearing House, Mimi’s House, Self Help Center, Seton
House
P.S. You will hear from us again during Lent --- And Thank You!

***ALL CLASSES OR MEETINGS ARE TEMPARARILY PUT ON HOLD OR WILL
MEET BY ZOOM ONLY UNTIL FEBRUARY 7, 2021.***
Sundays:
Mondays:
Tuesdays:

8:30 am
9:45 AM

Worship uploaded on Facebook/YouTube
CLASSES (on Zoom)—Faith Finders , Youth, Children

10:00—11:00 am
4:00 pm

Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com
Sisters Gathering (on Zoom) (Monthly, 3rd Tuesday)
UPGrade/Bible Study (on Zoom)
Youth Group (Choir Room until December 19th, then on
Zoom)
Men’s Group (on Zoom)
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit info to the Media Team at:
media@fumccasper.com

4:15pm
6:00 pm
Wednesdays: 6:30 pm
Thursdays

6:30 pm
5:00 pm

Fridays:
Saturdays:

1:00 pm

Record Worship

*Book Club: Not meeting in December
*Creative Worship Team: Every Tuesday, 1:00 pm (on Zoom)
*Board of Stewards: monthly, 3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm (on Zoom) - NO DECEMBER MEETING
*Board of Trustees: monthly, 3rd Thursday, 5:30 pm (ON Zoom) - NO DECEMBER MEETING
*Finance Committee: monthly, 3rd Thursday, 4:30 pm (on Zoom) - NO DECEMBER MEETING
*SPR Committee: monthly, 1st Thursday, 5:30 pm (on Zoom)
“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, December 20th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, December 29th)

Former church member Johnna Morgan’s son Max, passed away
November 9th. He was her primary caregiver and she will now be
moving from Cheyenne to Katy, TX. If anyone would like to send
condolences or to just keep in touch, her new address is:
Johnna Morgan
1915 Blue Sage Dr.
Katy, TX 77494

For the next 3 weeks, Wednesday night Youth
Group will practice Christmas music in the Choir
Room. Then on December 19th, we will
record our music for the
December 20th worship service.
We will then meet each Wednesday by “Zoom”
during the rest of December & January.
Please contact Paster Bun Koo at
associatepastor@fumccasper.com for the link.

A big, heartfelt thanks to all
who helped decorate the
chancery for Christmas♥

