This newsletter is about events
July 2020

First United Methodist Church
332 East Second Street
Casper, Wyoming 82601-2506
Phone: 307-234-9385
Email: office@fumccasper.com
Website: www.fumccasper.com
July 2020

Submissions Deadline for the next
“Express”:
Sunday July 19th

Worship Services - 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
The Third Contemporary Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.

Vol. 32, Number 07

(*Email submissions are encouraged:
exp res s@ fu m cca sp e r.c om )

“The Express” Staff
Editor: Linda Gehres
Reporters: FUMC Members
First United Methodist Church
Casper, Wyoming
Bishop
Bishop Karen Oliveto
1-800-536-3736
District Superintendent
Reverend Mark Calhoun
307-212-2696
Senior Pastor
Reverend Nancy Boswell

Associate Pastor
Reverend Bun Loo Kee
WEEKDAY OFFICE HOURS
M—TH 8:30am - 4:00pm
(Closed for lunch 12:00—1:00)
F 8:30am—Noon

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call
upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me,
you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:11-13

A note from
Reverend Nancy
A year ago, I wrote an article for this
newsletter asking the question, “are we
ready?” Who would have anticipated all that
has transpired in the past year? We find ourselves into our forth month
of COVID-19 precautions and restrictions. We have a committee
formulating a plan for re-Launching worship in the sanctuary sometime
this summer when there is a downward turn in the number of COVID19 cases in Natrona County. The plan, based on guidelines from the
CDC, Natrona County Health Department and the Wyoming Health
Department, must be approved by our District Superintendent and the
Bishop. Until we resume worship in the sanctuary, worship will be in
the Durbin Center parking lot at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings and
posted online Monday morning.
Drive In and Online Worship is the creative response of many
dedicated folks in our congregation and staff. Dave Harrington ensures
the sound is on (despite passing motorcycles). James Lee moves the
bus, helps with parking and setting up the altar area. The altar area is
designed and decorated by Teresa and Lester Lebsock. Marilyn Fry,
assisted by her daughter, and occasionally by me, provides music.
Rose-Mary King is our videographer, posting our service on Facebook
and YouTube. Recently, Kelby Eisenman has been assisting Rose-Mary,
learning recording and uploading. Ushers make certain bulletins are
passed out and the offering is collected. Linda Brubaker continues to
count the offering. Marvin Nolte, Mike Eisenman, Steve Cathey, Linda
Brubaker, and Gene Rohrbeck have served as liturgist, given the
children’s sermon and prayed. (I apologize if I have forgotten to mention
anyone who has helped with worship). Worship is quite a production
and praise to our Creator from our cars and from our homes on the
Internet.
Are we ready for our new pastor, Rev. Bun Koo Lee? Yes, we are
eager to greet him and his family. Please contact Brenda Kennedy if you
are willing to help welcome Rev. Bun Koo and his family by taking them
to your favorite place in Casper; a restaurant, an activity, an interesting
location. We’re calling his welcome Crusin’ Casper.
Are we ready? Yes, no, maybe and by the grace of God we will
find our way.
Grace & Peace, Rev. Nancy

Our deepest sympathies go out to the family of Ken Harris who
passed on May 30. Rose-Mary King and family with the
passing of her brother James on Junes 12th. The family of Bea
Leafdale who passed on June 18th. The family of Jean
Anderston who died on June 19th.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”
Matthew 5:4

We recently received a beautiful card from another United Methodist
Church with the following message:
We at First United Methodist Church in Ogden (Marriott-Slaterville,)
Utah, are celebrating our 150th anniversary this year. One way
we’re celebrating is by praying for 150 other churches in Utah and
surrounding states. This card is sent with the prayer that you and
those in your community are feeling the strength of God’s love during
this time of uncertainty.
In Christ,
Ruth McClary
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UNITED METHODIST THRIFT STORE IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS ONCE AGAIN!!!
PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING AND MASKS ARE REQUIRED.
OUR BUSINESS HOURS ARE THE SAME:
M, T & W 10:00AM - 4:00PM
ADDRESS: 2111 E. 12TH ST.

THRIFT STORE

SATURDAY 10:00AM - 2:00PM
PHONE: 307-234-6611

Please “like” us at: United Methodist Thrift Shop

We are accepting donations at this time during normal
business hours. As always, our store is CLOSED on
TH & FRI for sorting, pricing and cleaning.
The First United Methodist Thrift Shop is open and continuing its local mission. The
Thrift Shop is in need of men and women of our congregation who are willing to
volunteer to work one 3-hour shift per week. Health issues of some of our longtime,
faithful volunteers have created some gaps in both our regular shifts and our substitute
list.
Volunteering just 3 hours a week provides much needed Income for two wonderful local
organizations, Holy Cross and Interfaith. If you are moved to help support these two
missions, contact Anne (262-7935) or Gail (265-5479). You can also stop by the shop on
Tuesdays from 10-4 and talk to Anne or Gail. Come put your faith into action!

The Thrift
Shop threw
a surprise
birthday
party for
Irma Bideau
after our
Friday
morning
sorting!!!

The First United United Methodist Church of Casper is
pleased to introduce our new pastor, Rev. Bun Koo Lee, wife
Eun Seon (Grace )Kim, daughter, Hee Lin Lee, and son Hee
Yeal Lee. The Lee family is originally from South Korea and
come to Casper after serving in churches in Denver,
Colorado Springs and Julesburg & Big Springs over the last
15 years. Bun Koo has had a dream to come to the United
States since seeing photos taken by his father, also a pastor,
who visited the US in 1979. The Lee family is very happy about being
relocated to Casper and look forward to serving our church and community.

WORSHIP IN JULY
Tell Me the Stories of Jesus
During the month of July we will explore some of the parables of Jesus from
the Gospel of Matthew.
Sunday July 5, 2020 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 “Does This Yoke Look Good
on Me?” Drive In Worship with Communion, 9 am Durbin Center Parking
Lot and Facebook (First United Methodist Church, Casper, Wyoming—video
page) or YouTube (2020 07 05). Rev. Bun Koo Lee’s first Sunday with us.
Sunday July 12, 2020 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 “Good Dirt” Drive In Worship,
9 am Durbin Center Parking Lot and Facebook (First United Methodist
Church, Casper, Wyoming—video page) or YouTube (2020 07 12).
Sunday July 19, 2020 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 “Sorting It Out” Drive In
Worship, 9 am Durbin Center Parking Lot and Facebook (First United
Methodist Church, Casper, Wyoming—video page) or YouTube (2020 07 19).
Sunday July 26, 2020 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 “What Is The
Kingdom of Heaven Like?” Drive In Worship, 9 am Durbin Center Parking
Lot and Facebook (First United Methodist Church, Casper, Wyoming—video
page) or YouTube (2020 07 26).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—JULY
Sundays:
Mondays
Tuesdays:

9:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
5:00 pm

Wednesdays: 6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
Thursdays
5:00 pm
Fridays:
Saturdays:

8:30 pm
8:30 am

Worship (Parking Lot)
Stephen Ministry (1st & 3rd Mondays)
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com
Youth Group (On Zoom)
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
July “The Stolen Marriage” Author: Diane Chamberlain
*Creative Worship Team: Every Tuesday, 1:00 pm, Room 207
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.
“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, July 19th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, July 28th)

Rev. Nancy led a 5-week series using the format of Courageous
Conversations to explore the issues of human sexuality facing our
denomination and church. She does a follow-up call to Sunday morning
guests, invites them to come the next Sunday and makes an effort to meet
face-face and get better acquainted. She is currently reading a book
entitled “Waking up White” (a wake-up call for white people who want to
consciously contribute to racial justice rather than unconsciously
perpetuate patterns of racism), a timely read for helping our congregation
welcome our first non-white Pastor, Rev. Bun Koo Lee.
Rev. Nancy’s community outreach has been with the folks who come
to King’s Corner on Sunday nights, participation in the Martin Luther King
Day March, and attending Rotary and Servants United meetings.
I work with Rev. Nancy on the worship design team, SPRC, BOS
and the newly formed task force team, Re-Launch Church, chaired by
Marvin Nolte, BOS chair, and oversight provided by Rev. Nancy. This
group is working out the details of how to safely meet for worship on
Sunday mornings.
On a personal note: I was most impressed with Rev. Nancy’s
leadership skills when mid-March our Bishop recommended churches to
close in the Mountain Sky Conference because of the Covid-19
pandemic. She invited a group of church leaders to format a plan about
how we were going to continue to offer worship to our congregation. And
the video taping of the service was born and ready to go in a week. But
her leadership didn’t stop there! First we offered drive-by communion.
Then we went to drive-in worship in the parking lot.
I will continue to give the congregation an update on Rev. Nancy’s
pastoral and administrative duties and will add Rev. Bun Koo’s associate
pastor’s activities.
So now you know the rest of the story, but it is an on-going story!
Rose-Mary King, member of the SPRC by way of being Lay
Delegate to Annual Conference.

WHAT DOES OUR SENIOR PASTOR DO?
So the story begins…….
Every year the SPRC (Staff Parish Relations Committee) conducts
an assessment of our pastors’ performance over the previous year. Our
assessment form said “Annual assessment of appointed spiritual
leadership and its collaborative relationship with laity, if taken seriously and
with humility, can provide a valuable starting point for accomplishing the
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ and transforming the world.”
Our pastors, also, fill out a self-assessment form.
Even though I interact with Rev. Nancy in several areas, I was
surprised to hear about the many activities she does within her pastoral
and administrative duties. Therefore, I thought that those of you who only
see Rev. Nancy on Sundays in person and, of late on video, might, also,
be interested in knowing what she is doing that we don’t see!

1
Beau Bangs
Mark Gardner
Chris Roberts
2
3
Autumn Bulgrin
Neil Harrington
4

14
Laura Amundson
Brian Kahler
Chuck Labuda
Landas Lawyer

9
Rachel Drury
Ken Marken
Melissa Nowicki
Diane Payne

15
Linda Bryce

10
Anne Johnson
George Keyser
Joel Purvis
Drew Rassmussen
Delores Thornton
Anne Weaver

Rev. Nancy prepares the worship service and her sermon. She
attends all the church committee meetings (SPRC, Board of Stewards,
Trustees, & Finance and worship committee), UMYF meetings, over sees
her staff and attends to many administrative duties.
She attends to her spiritual life by spending time with God every
morning by reading daily scriptures, listening, journaling and being in
silence to hear what God may be saying to her. That silence may, also,
come when she is out walking Pippa and enjoying the nature around her.
She meets with a Zoom prayer group each week and belongs to the Virtual
After Pastor Group - for pastors serving churches where there was
inappropriate behavior on the part of a former pastor. This group has been
vital to Rev. Nancy for leading us through our grieving process thereby
serving our congregation in healing way. She meets with a ministry coach
who is very experienced in serving large churches. She attends the central
Wyoming clergy cluster which has been active the past few months and is
a great way to stay connected. She supports and participates in the
Conference by serving on the Disaster Response Committee and is a
clergy mentor for the Board of Ordained Ministry. She supports the General
Church by maintaining her Early Response Team credentials through
UMCOR.

8
Eric Milliken
Genene Quick
Donna Roth
Kade Walters

Rose-Mary King
Trisha McCarthy
Dylan St Clair
5
Marv Mitich
Maci Peterson
Valerie Roberts
Vincent Yankey
6
Mariah Bovee
Rohm Whitaker
7
Stormie Daniels
Amber Long

11
Trey Cimburek
Julie Firebaugh
Lindsey Richardson
Jimmy Ruble
Terrie Thompson
12
Keith Dodson
Tyler Grimme
Cleve Jordan
Tami Opella
Kasie Parker
Ethan Purvis
Krew Wheeler
13
Zayden Brownlee
Adam King
Sandra Milliken
Carla Stauch

16
Paige Kvislen
Bev Loftin
Desi McCarthy
Jessica Reed
Jessica Tomasini
17
Curt Beatty
Craig Carlsen
David Elliott
18
Jackie Crow
Jim Johnson
Kristoffer Peterson
Sara Stowe
James Wright
19
Colton DeCook
Jackson DeCook
Logan Dodson
Aaron Ingledew
Sean Ingledew
Robyn Fischer
Delanie Harshman
Bob Sheppard

20
Gail Bowman
Lori Cimburek
Melanie Day
Laura-Faith Oliver
Toni Patik
21
Malcolm Long
22
Jacquelin Jones
Julie Kukus

23
Grace Yocum
24
Carol Holland
Sadie Lebsock
Abigail Tille
Violet Wright
25
Craig Lawson
26
Abigail Jordan
Jeanene McCarthy
Mikki Roberts
Kaileb Rodriguez
Maxine Wingert
27
Fred Neiethammer
Rob Shively

28
Mekhi Bovee
Scott Jones
Caitlyn Skavdahl
29
Taylor-Anne Decker
Mark Doelger
Stephen Nicholas
Rodney Schaffer
30
31
Ronna Boril
Ann Dalton
Kevin Hedstrom
Jackson Marker
Korbin Miner
Bruce Nichols

Council of Bishops statement on the Scourge of Racism
The past few weeks have left many hurt, angry and outraged as we have
witnessed the deaths of unarmed Black persons at the hands of police and
racism; Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and the countless
others whose names are known only to mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers and
friends.

Many bishops have worked to amplify and magnify one another’s voices.
The words of Bishop Bruce Ough, resident Bishop of Minneapolis area,
were a clarion call to the crisis before us, “There is more than one pandemic
ravaging Minnesota and our country at this time. In addition to fighting
COVID-19, we are besieged by a pandemic of racism, white supremacy, and
white on black or brown violence.”
The voice of Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, resident Bishop of the BaltimoreWashington area, gave power to the realities, “Being Black is not a
pre-existing condition; being Black is not justification for probable cause;
being Black is not to be inherently suspicious nor suspect. Being Black is a
gift from Almighty God and a manifestation of an aspect of God.” These
prophetic voices and those of others have provided words when we had
none.
As bishops of the United Methodist Church, we ask every United
Methodist to reclaim their baptismal vows to resist evil, injustice, and
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.
We ask every United Methodist to name the egregious sin of racism and
white supremacy and join together to take a stand against the oppression
and injustice that is killing persons of color.
As bishops of the whole church we affirm the peaceful protests as a means
of giving voice where it is needed most.
We are clear that it is beyond time for all United Methodists to act. It is time
to use our voices, our pens, our feet and our heart for change.
We join with other church leaders and boards and agencies of the United
Methodist Church to add strength to the message that we will no longer
remain silent nor complicit but must act now!

As a next faithful step we ask United Methodists to read all they can on
the subject of anti-racism and engage in conversations with children,
youth and adults. Have conversations with coworkers and friends. These
will not be easy but they will help us gain a greater appreciation for one
another. In a recent podcast, “Unlocking Us,” lecturer, author and podcast
host, Brene Brown, hosted author, historian and American University
professor, Ibram X. Kendi who said, “By not running from the books that
pain us, we can allow them to transform us. I ran from antiracist books most
of my life. But now I can’t stop running after them – scrutinizing myself and
my society, and in the process changing both.” May we listen not only with
our ears but with our hearts and run after books, podcasts and conversations
that transform entire communities.
For at least the next 30 days, we ask every United Methodist everywhere
to join in prayer at 8:46 a.m. and p.m. for 8 minutes and 46 seconds, the
time the officer held his knee on George Floyd’s neck. Do this for at least
the next 30 days. Pray for all persons of color who suffer at the hands of
injustice and oppression. Pray for our church as we take a stand against
racism. Imagine the power of a concert of prayer heard around the world.
And finally, to borrow from Bishop Easterling once again, “The time is now.
Dismantle the architecture of whiteness and white supremacy; stop creating,
implementing and supporting policies that perpetuate economic injustice;
stop the dog-whistle political maneuverings which incite violence against
people of color; commit to being an anti-racist; stop over-policing Black and
brown bodies; stop using deadly force in ordinary police interactions with
Black and brown people. Stop killing us.”
May the God of Grace and Peace be with you.
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey
President - Council of Bishops
The United Methodist Church

