First United Methodist Church
332 East Second Street
Casper, Wyoming 82601-2506

This newsletter is about events
December, 2019.

Worship Services - 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
The Third Contemporary Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.

Phone: 307-234-9385
Email: office@fumccasper.com
Website: www.fumccasper.com
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December 2019
Submissions Deadline for the next
“Express”:
Sunday December 22, 2019
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(*Email submissions are encouraged:
express@fumccasper.com)
“The Express” Staff
Editor: Linda Gehres
Asst. to the editor: Brenda Doyle
Reporters: FUMC Members
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First United Methodist Church
Casper, Wyoming
Bishop
Bishop Karen Oliveto
1-800-536-3736
District Superintendent
Rev. Jeff Rainwater
307-274-2105
Senior Pastor
Nancy Boswell

WEEKDAY OFFICE HOURS
M—Th 8:30 am—12:00 pm
(Closed for lunch 12:00 pm—1:00 pm)
F 8:30 am—Noon
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Sunday, December 15th

Blue Christmas 10:00am in the Chapel

Tuesday, Christmas Eve

Children’s Service 5:00pm

Tuesday, Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service 7:00pm

Tuesday, Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service 9:00pm

Sunday, December 29th

“Carols & Stories” 10:30am
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The 2019 Altar Flower Chart is located on the bulletin
board by the elevator in the Koinonia Room. If a
particular date is special to you or your family, please
consider signing up to provide altar flowers on that day.
If you have no special date in mind, you can still provide
flowers simply for the beautification of the sanctuary.
You may also contact Martha Rakestraw at 262-6056 if
you would like to participate in this ministry.

A note from
Reverend Nancy Boswell

December 2019
Calm and Bright
A little over 200 years ago the beloved hymn “Silent Night, Holy Night”
made its debut. This hymn has become one of the best loved worship
moments for many Christians. Something mysterious and Spirit filled
happens as we light our candles on Christmas Eve and sing the hope of
“all is calm, all is bright.” Our 2019 Advent theme is Calm and Bright. We
will celebrate the carol’s message in the weeks preceding Christmas and
its call for our lives that can guide us all year long.
A little over four months ago I begin serving First UMC as the Senior
Pastor. I feel anything but calm and bright. More like turbulent and dull
trying to figure out names, traditions, jobs, and the facility. In moments
of composure, I discover faithful, dedicated staff and volunteers. In
times of clarity, I experience honest, heartfelt discussions which provide
a glimmer of where we need to focus. The Saturdays in October and
November, where we participated in the Courageous Conversations
about human sexuality, I saw a group of Christians who didn’t agree on
everything and showed tremendous grace to each other.
The Advent theme of Calm and Bright leads us to celebrate the birth of
our Savior. Composure and clarity have, in the past, led to us Celebrate,
Connect and Serve from the heart of Casper. Our world is changing and
so are we. Love’s pure light will guide us to find our future with hope.
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Nancy

If there is no name listed next to the date,
those days are still available for the gift of
altar flowers this month.

Your flower donations
are TRULY appreciated!

December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 29

Vickie Diamond
Susan & Randy Griffith
Mike Eisenman
Poinsettias
Poinsettias

December Acolyte Schedule
December 1
December 8
December 15
December 22
December 29

Jimmy Ruble
Hope Wheeler
Leah Malody
Natalia Gomez
Braden Bosco

Thank you for serving your church in this important ministry!
DATE

8:30 AM

11:00 AM

5:00 PM

TOTALS

11/3/2019

103

84

20

207

ATTENDANCE

11/10/2019

99

85

33

217

STATISTICS

11/17/2019

105

90

38

233

November 2019

11/24/2019

117

93

30

240

Our sympathies go out to Jane Yeamans and family on the
passing of her husband, Robert. on November 2nd.

There are many ways of preparing for the
coming of Christ. During the Advent season.
We decorate Christmas trees, sing Christmas
carols and hymns, light candles and take part in
the hanging of the greens. As Christians, we
celebrate the coming of Christ in three ways: in
the flesh in Bethlehem, in our hearts daily, and in
glory at the end of time.
This year, we hope you’ll join the Faith Finders
class (formally the PDL class) through
reading, reflection and sharing during this
holy season. The five week class
(December 1—January 5) is open to everyone
longing to deepen their Christmas experience.
For more information, please contact Rosemary Bartle at 307-267-0535.

All are invited to give the SOS Class a try.
We have coffee, M&Ms, yogurt and pretzels
plus informal conversation as the main
attraction. The subject of lessons for now is
the basic writings of John Wesley. We meet in
the Lion’s Den (downstairs, end of the hall,
opposite of the Fellowship Hall) at 9:45 am
every Sunday.

With deepest appreciation and thanks to my
church family for all their loving support and
prayers during Bob’s illness and passing.
Jane Yeamans and Laurie Christopherson

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

It occurred to me as I settled down to write this Christmas
letter that this will be my last Christmas post as your pastor.
We have been blessed with five wonderful years of Christmas
celebration together.
I realize that the greatest thing we need in each of our lives,
this season and every season, is to know that God our Father is
with us. This surely is the message of Christmas and the
message of our faith. I love the way author Charles Chaput put
it: “What begins in the stable ends in our salvation. That is
why we celebrate Christmas, and it’s the best and the only
reason the human heart needs.”
Jesus is with us! That is what we all need to know! Jesus is
not only the Babe of Bethlehem, but He is also the Son who
was born to live for our righteousness, and to die for our sins.
Christ is the missing piece in our lives. Without Him, we are
incomplete. With Him our lives, even in their most complex or
disappointing parts, make sense.
The salvation that Jesus brings is a message of hope for
singles, young marrieds, families with children and families
without children, empty-nesters and young retired folks and
senior saints.
Even ministers need to hear this message. The light we long
for is the Light we have been given. To receive Him is to be
warmed by that Light and shown a new way through the trials
and sorrows and even joys we have along our journey.
I am so thankful to be in that journey with you. I thank God
for your love, support and friendship. This Christmas let us
worship the newborn king! Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to you all.
Love, Mary and Don.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS—DECEMBER 2019
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS

Sundays:
Mondays
Tuesdays:

9:40 am
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
5:00 pm

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
Thursdays:
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
Fridays:
Saturdays:

8:30 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner)
The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner)
Stephen Ministry (1st & 3rd Mondays)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com.
Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Upgrade Bible Study (King’s Corner)
Youth Group (King’s Corner)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays
Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
Book Club will not meet in November or December!
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month, 1:00 pm in the SonRise Room
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30 am
(Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.)
*Creative Worship Team: Every Tuesday, 1:30 pm, Room 207
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30 am
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.
“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, December 15th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, December 31st

COFFEE HOUR

We have a new schedule for Coffee Hour from the Board of Stewards.
If you need to change your assigned Sunday, please call the person
whose name and number are listed as contact(s) for your group. The

5th Sundays are open and available for individuals
to sign up.

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
1st Sunday of Advent 12/01/19 Isaiah 2:1-4 & Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Sleep in Peace—PEACE
Is it possible to bring calm and bright peace to our own corners of this world?
2nd Sunday of Advent 12/08/19 Psalm 86:9-11 & Luke 2:8-20 Glories Stream—JOY
How would our lives be renewed if we saw the world and our lives through the
lens of joy and wonder?
3rd Sunday of Advent 12/15/19 John 1:1-18 Redeeming Grace—LOVE
What would the world be like if “love’s pure light” was at the center?
Children’s Sunday School Play “Just A Little Christmas” during worship
Blue Christmas Service 10 am in the Chapel—a service for all who have
experienced loss or are grieving during this holiday season.
4th Sunday of Advent 12/22/19 Isaiah 9:6 & Matthew 2:1-12 Let Us Sing—HOPE
When we look to the One whose power is love, how might this increase our hope
for the future?
Christmas Eve 12/24/19 will be celebrated at three services this year with traditional carols
and scripture along with beautiful music including a choir at the 7 and 9 pm services.
5 pm is the Children’s Candlelight Service
7 pm is the Candlelight Service
9 pm is the Candlelight Communion Service
First Sunday after Christmas 12/29/19 Worship
with one service at 10:30 am.

SUNDAYS at FUMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

Mary Martha Group
meets the 2nd Tuesday of
the month 11:30 a.m.. in
the SonRise Room.

2019 UMW Board Officers
President: Lori Johnson
Secretary: Linda Brubaker
Treasurer: Diane Payne
Assistant to the Treasurer: Wanda Bennett
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson
Education & Interpretation: Rita Livingston
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann Hines
Nominations: Executive Board
Program Resources: Wanda Bennett
Social Action: Genene Quick
Spiritual Growth: Brenda Doyle
Youth Coordinator: Ruth Hartung

Hannah Group
meets the 3rd Thursday
of the month at 9:30 a.m.
in the SonRise Room.
Naomi Group
meets the 3rd Thursday
of the month at 9:30 a.m.
in a member’s home.
We encourage you to
contact one of our group
leaders to learn more
about UMW or to attend
one of the meetings.

Women of the church!
When you are considering the activities in which you would like to
participate this fall, please consider the United Methodist Women Groups.
This is an opportunity to get to know more women in your church and to do
good works for missions. It won’t take a lot of your time, and you may just
like what we do! So, come, join us at one of our group meetings! We look

forward to seeing you in one of our groups!

There will be a Christmas party for the Angel
Tree children and ALL children from the church
– grandchildren, your neighbors and friends. The
party is Saturday, December 14th, at 2:00pm in
King’s Corner. There will be treats, stories,
games and lots of fun for all. Please bring the
kids for a great time.

December Events
Youth Group will only meet 2 times in December. Our
Christmas party will be on December 11th from 6-8 PM
at King's Corner. Please bring at treat to share and a
wrapped gift valued $5 or less. Youth group will resume
on January 8th!
Mark your calendars for our Pizza Ranch fundraiser
night on January 16th. By eating at Pizza Ranch that
night AND telling them that you are supporting FUMC
Youth Group, our mission team will receive a
percentage of your bill. Youth members will also be on
hand bussing tables and working for tips! We hope to
see everyone there!

Our Youth doing Fire Safety
Bible Study

THE THRIFT SHOP IS UP AND RUNNING AT THEIR NEW LOCTION,
2111 E. 12TH St. IN THE BEVERLY PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER.
THEIR HOURS OF OPERATION ARE THE SAME AS BEFORE:
M-T-W 10:00 AM—4:00 PM
SAT 10:00 AM—2:00 PM
CLOSED TH, F & SUN
ALSO, THEY HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE AND ASK THAT EVERYONE GO
TO IT AND “LIKE” IT. THIS WAY THE WORD ABOUT THEIR NEW
LOCATION GETS OUT EVEN FASTER!

THANK YOU LADIES FOR ALL YOU DO!
PLEASE TAKE NOTE:
1. Casper Community Drum Circle meets on the 2nd and

4th Saturday of each month from 10 am - 12pm. No
experience necessary. We welcome all who value the health
benefits and fun of rhythm. We average from 6 -15 people
per week. All ages are welcome.
2. Mindful Warrior Project is a special outreach for veterans.
The class is held the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at 8:30 am in the
Parlor. A program teaching the practice and health benefits of mindfulness and
meditation. All veterans are welcome.
3. The adult Sunday school class formerly known as the PDL Class will now be
known as Faith Finders. The name change is effective immediately. All adults
are welcome to attend. The class is held in the parlor at 9:45 am every Sunday.

BLUE CHRISTMAS December 15th
Christmas can be a time of sheer joy, yet it can also be a time of great
pain. We realize that the Holidays can stir up many memories and feeling
of grief. Therefore, we will offer our annual Blue Christmas Service in the
Chapel on Sunday morning, Dec. 15th from 10:00 – 10:30. This meaningful
program will be led by Revs. Mary Schmidt and Nancy Boswell. We pray
this service will bring you hope and comfort in knowing that you are not
alone. Please remember that God knows your pain and loves you
unconditionally.

Advent Greetings from the Wyoming CRM!
As we move to turn the page from 2019 to 2020, as your churches have completed
(or almost completed) your end of the year paperwork, what’s next?
The prophet Isaiah speaks to the Hebrew people who are looking for hope. Life in
Exile has been difficult. What does God have in store for their future? Hear his
words in chapter 65, as he speaks God’s word to God’s people:

17 Look! I’m creating a new heaven and a new earth: past events won’t be
remembered; they won’t come to mind.
18 Be glad and rejoice forever in what I’m creating, because I’m creating
Jerusalem as a joy and her people as a source of gladness.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad about my people. No one will ever
hear the sound of weeping or crying in it again.
20 No more will babies live only a few days, or the old fail to live out their
days.
The one who dies at a hundred will be like a young person, and the one
falling short of a hundred will seem cursed.
21 They will build houses and live in them; they will plant vineyards and eat
their fruit.
22 They won’t build for others to live in, nor plant for others to eat. Like the
days of a tree will be the days of my people; my chosen will make full use of
their handiwork.
23 They won’t labor in vain, nor bear children to a world of horrors, because
they will be people blessed by the Lord, they along with their descendants.
24 Before they call, I will answer; while they are still speaking, I will hear.
25 Wolf and lamb will graze together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox,
but the snake—its food will be dust. They won’t hurt or destroy at any place
on my holy mountain, says the Lord.
Where are you finding hope in your life? In your church? In your community? As
people of faith, we are called to look for signs of God’s kingdom breaking through,
and to join with the work God is already doing in our midst.
As your CRM (Congregational Resource Minister), I would like to help you and your
church grow in faith and love for your community. Over the past year, I have had
multiple conversations with clergy and lay persons. I have led conversations around
single board governance. I have provided resources to help you in your ministries.
But I know that our churches aren’t where we would like to be yet. However, I have
confidence that God is with you; and to quote the apostle Paul, “I’m sure about this:
the one who started a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by the
day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).

How might I help you and your church leaders? Please let me know what
resources you need to move into 2020 with hope, vision and purpose. Contact me
(lrainwater@mtnskyumc.org). Let’s share our hopes and dreams, and pray that
God might guide us into a future with hope.
Rev. Laura Rainwater
Wyoming Congregational Resource Minister
Artwork by Edward Hicks (1833)

