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The 2019 Altar Flower Chart is located on the bulletin
board by the elevator in the Koinonia Room. If a particular
date is special for you or your family, please consider
signing your name on an open date to provide altar flowers
on that day. If you have no special date in mind, you can
still provide flowers simply for the beautification of the
sanctuary. You may also contact Martha Rakestraw at
262-6056 if you would like to participate in this ministry.

With Reverend Nancy Boswell Senior Pastor
November is shaping up to be a very busy month. And, oh yes, we will
celebrate Thanksgiving on the 28th. I like to be intentional in November to be thankful for
all the blessings that I have received. I am so appreciative for all the cards, calls, food,
flowers and prayers during my recovery from hip surgery. As many of you shared with me, having the surgery was
exactly what I needed and am now free of arthritis pain. I am also thankful for the opportunities that November brings
as well; please read about these in the paragraphs below.
On the last Saturday in October we began a study about the issues of our church today. I am thankful for the
opportunity to listen to each other. I’ve titled these sessions Courageous Conversations, after a study method
developed by the UMC Board of Discipleship. Our studies are to promote conversation and learning. We are not
getting together to sway opinion, force anyone to change their mind. Rather these studies are about us becoming
more aware of and assessing our assumptions and holding our opinion with humility.
The studies will explore the topic of human sexuality in relation to the four aspects of the Wesleyan
Quadrilateral. John Wesley used Scripture, tradition, experience and reason in forming his theology. As the Book of
Discipline state (para. 105), our theological task is “grounded in Scripture, informed by Christian tradition, enlivened
in personal experience, and tested by reason.”
Please join us on the following Saturday’s at 10 a.m. to 11:30 am in Fellowship Hall:
November 2, 2019
Courageous Conversation: Scripture
November 9, 2019
Courageous Conversation: Tradition
November 16, 2019
Courageous Conversation: Experience
November 23, 2019
Courageous Conversation: Reason

Your flower donations
are TRULY appreciated!

The Pathways Team was formed after Annual Conference in June to explore our future as a conference amidst the
decisions of General Conference 2019 and 2020. Delegates to General Conference were also elected at Annual
Conference. Mark Calhoun and Diane Martin of the Pathways Team and/or a member of the General Conference
delegation will be holding focus sessions at First UMC on Monday November 18, 2019 at 6 pm in the Parlor. Plan
to attend and be informed about our future.
Our yearly church conference format has been changed so we now have a Circuit Conference. Our church, Christ
UMC and Douglas UMC will meet together to complete the yearly business of being the church. We will meet on
Saturday November 23, 2019 at 4:30 pm at King’s Corner. Reports from chairpersons, group leaders and
committee members were due to Linda Gehres, Office Administrator by November 1, 2019. Please plan to attend to
celebrate accomplishments and goals we have achieved in the past year as well as looking forward to the future
As I continue to grow into my ministry here at First UMC, I definitely see signs of vitality and future hope. The
Mountain Sky Conference have wonderful resources in the Superintendent of Vitality, Rev. Michael Smith and the
Superintendent of Leadership Development, Rev. Annie Arnoldy. In the coming weeks they will be guiding us to
measure our vitality and help us with leadership training. Please watch the weekly bulletin for more information.
The SPRC has been searching for a music director without success. For now, we are trying a team approach. Genie
Burkett has been playing the organ for us since July. She has agreed to be the Music Coordinator, ensuring that
each Sunday has sufficient musicians scheduled as well as working with the those involved with worship. Marilyn
Fry, a Casper organist, pianist and vocalist, will be playing for us at 8:30 service and in worship when Genie is
absent. The Praise Band has made the commitment to play in worship twice a month. The Koinonia Ringers will
continue to play the handbells the fourth Sunday of each month. We strive for our worship services to be a praise to
God through Jesus Christ and are thankful for all who are working together to make this possible.
With thanksgiving for health, opportunities to listen and learn, to celebrate, to explore and to work together,
November is going to be quite the month.
Grace & Peace,
Nancy

If there is no name next to the date, those days
are still available for the gift of altar flowers this
month:
November
3
November
10
November
17
Don & Mary Schmidt
November
24
Mark & Sandra Milliken

N o ve m b e r A c o l y t e S c h e d u l e
8:30 Service

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Elaina Sausedo
Olivia Sausedo
Casamia Parker
Jacob Ruble

Thank you for serving your church in this important ministry!

DATE

8:30 AM

11:00 AM

5:00 PM

TOTALS

10/6/2019

88

75

25

188

10/13/2019

116

84

35

235

ATTENDANCE
STATISTICS

10/20/2019

96

72

30

198

October 2019

10/27/2019

99

67

30

196

We have an opportunity to have a choir for December! Steven Trinkle has offered to direct this
choir; he is the husband of our organist Genie
Burkett. It will be an Intergenerational choir and
we need as many voices as possible. Please call

On the recent passing of the following members:
Jim Collums on 9/19/2019, Edna Odell on
9/23/2019, Alice Weaver on 9/26/2019 and
Arlene Larson who passed away this October in
Colorado. Our prayers go out to their families.

Come Join the fun and fellowship!
Sunday, November 24, right after
11:00 service, we will decorate the church
for Christmas. Everyone is welcome!
The more the merrier!

Legacy Campaign

With Reverend Mary Schmidt
Associate Pastor

Our fall season is passing quickly. It is hard to believe that
I am writing an article for the November Newsletter. In the
spirit of Thanksgiving, I found a list that several housewives
compiled of the subject: “What They were especially
Thankful For”
For automatic dishwashers because they make it possible
for us to get out of the kitchen before the family
comes back in for their after-dinner snacks.
For husbands who attack small repair jobs around the
house because they usually make them big enough to
call in the professionals.
For children who put away their things and clean up after
themselves. They are such a joy you hate to see
them go home to their own parents!
For teenagers because they give parents an opportunity
to learn a second language.
For smoke alarms because they let you know when the
turkey’s done.

Several months ago our church began discussing raising money
for needed repairs to our church called The Legacy Campaign. In
January, 2020 we will began the Legacy
Campaign in earnest so that we can give our
facility the love it deserves.

And now my personal Thank you includes each of you.
Your words and prayers of encouragement is greatly
appreciated. I am so thankful I am your pastor!

Note that donations can be made at any
time, just designate that the funds are
for the 2019 Legacy Campaign.

Mary

You are loved,

1
Jeff Bailey
Stella Johnston
Caitlin Wheatley
2
Dick Horsch
Victoria Nolte
Sarah Yocum
3
Breanna Flesvig
Madysen Korogi
4
5
Kayla Auen
Joe Bideau
Eli Ford
Patty Olson
Joyce Waddell
6
7
Steve Cathey
Steven Grussendorf
Georgia Wheatley
8
Terron Brose
Alyssa Cross

10
Gladys Gras
Elaine Vangelov

17

11
Ryan Ashburn
Nicole Dundas
Ava Martinez
Abbie Patik
Betty Wanbaugh

19

25
Kristian Bisiar
Hannah Couldridge
Robert Hardesty
Samantha Sarac

20
Claranne Cannon

26
Liesl Sisson

18

27
Laverne Barnes
James Berry
Steve Burnett
Larissa Gray
Molly Smith

12
Chester Larsen
Julian Orr
13
Carter Knievel
Charles Ledbetter
Samuel Yeager
14
Aimee Threlkeld
Jaclyn Schulte
Kamryn Walker
15
Cortney Allison
Rev Janet Forbes
Kyra Lord
Gentry Swafford
Herty Warnholtz
Cheryl MacFarland
Mark Oxley

21
Benjamin Brubaker
Brianna DeGroot
Hal Hutchinson

28 THANKSGIVING
Cary Beatty
Judy Van Rensselaer
Nancy Vreeland

22 Marjorie Anderson
23
Heather Bunner
Ansley DeWitt
William King
Dave Kurtenbach
24 Nancy Arnold
Jennifer Boyle
Alisa Faulkner

29
Jim Howard
30
Susan Griffith

9
Kevin Scott
Bill Moore

16
Kenny Baker
Chase Cimburek
John Runge
Jane Yeamans

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—NOVEMBER 2019
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS

Sundays:
Mondays
Tuesdays:

9:40 am
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
5:00 pm

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
Wednesdays: 6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
Thursdays:
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
Fridays:
Saturdays:

8:30 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner)
The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner)
Stephen Ministry (1st & 3rd Mondays)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com.
Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Upgrade Bible Study (King’s Corner)
Youth Group (King’s Corner)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays
Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
Book Club will not meet in November or December!
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month, 1:00 pm in the SonRise Room
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30 am
(Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.)
*Creative Worship Team: Every Tuesday, 1:30 pm, Room 207
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30 am
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.
“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, November 17th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, November 26th

COFFEE HOUR
We have a new schedule for Coffee Hour from the Board of Stewards. If you need to change your assigned Sunday, please call the
person whose name and number are listed as contact(s) for your
group. The 5th Sundays are open and available for individuals

to sign up.

WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER
November 3, 2019
“Blessed Are You”
Luke 6:20-31
All Saints Sunday where we celebrate the lives of those in our church who
have gone to their eternal glory.
We begin a three week look at the prophet Jeremiah who put words to the timeless
issues of change, living fully, and deepening our relationship to God.
November 10, 2019
“Reworked Not Thrown Away”
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Jeremiah uses the image of God as a potter who recognizes that clay can be
reworked and reshaped.
November 17,2019
“Bloom Where You Are Planted” Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Jeremiah writes to the Israelites, who are in exile, to “bloom where you are
planted”; not live on hold but live fully where they find themselves.
November 24, 2019
“Contents, Not the Jar”
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Jeremiah reminds the Israelites of “rules” written on stone tablets given to
them from God by Moses. How can the rules become written on our hearts
and become a way of life in relationship to God?

SUNDAYS at FUMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

2019 UMW Board Officers
President: Lori Johnson
Secretary: Linda Brubaker
Treasurer: Diane Payne
Assistant to the Treasurer: Wanda Bennett
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson
Education & Interpretation: Rita Livingston
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann Hines
Nominations: Executive Board
Program Resources: Wanda Bennett
Social Action: Genene Quick
Spiritual Growth: Brenda Doyle
Youth Coordinator: Ruth Hartung
Women of the church!
When you are considering the activities in which you
would like to participate this fall, please consider the
United Methodist Women Groups. This is an opportunity
to get to know more women in your church and to do
good works for missions. It won’t take a lot of your time,
and you may just like what we do! So, come, join us at
one of our group meetings! We look forward to seeing

Mary Martha Group
meets the 2nd Tuesday of
the month 1:00 pm in the
SonRise Room.
Group Leader/contact:
Bonny Sutter 265-5745
Hannah Group
meets the 3rd Thursday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. in
the SonRise Room.
Group Leader/contact:
Brenda Doyle 277-1096
Naomi Group
meets the 3rd Thursday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. in
a member’s home.
Group Leader/contact:
Jane Sizemore, 237-7707
We encourage you to
contact one of our group
leaders to learn more
about UMW or to attend
one of the meetings.

you in one of our groups!

UMW Fall FOOD Sale!!!!!!!
Aka: bake sale!!!
November 24, 2019 before, during and after church!
Make sure you know how much you are going to need to
feed those hungry family and friends on Thanksgiving day!!
Ladies and Gents who wish to bake goodies, please bring
them to the church on Saturday the 23rd between 9-11 am.
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT OUR MISSIONS.

Children’s Sunday School needs your help! We are looking for
volunteers to assist the teachers on an “as needed” basis when
one of our regular teachers are absent. Our Safe Sanctuary
procedure requires two adults in each room. This would simply
require you to show up a few minutes early to review the lesson,
and then help the regular teacher with the lesson. If you are
interested, please sign up in the Koinonia Room or talk to
Karen Tomasini, Teresa Lebsock, or Gayle Rhoads. We will
contact you in the future to discuss possible dates you are
CELEBRATE OUR THIRD GRADERS
Every year the United Methodist Church recognizes our 3 rd
graders with their first Bible. This year we will be giving
them out on Sunday, Nov. 17th in both services. If you
have a child, grandchild or friend who is in the 3 rd grade
and would like to receive a Bible please contact Pastor
Mary or Teresa Lebsock for more information. We are
pleased to honor our children with this special gift.

November Events
Youth group is up and running! Youth group happens on
Wednesday nights from 6:00-8:00 in King's Corner. We eat dinner at 6:00 and the program starts around 6:30. Youth in
grades 6-12 are always welcome!
In November, we are exploring a series called “Us vs Them” in
which we explore the challenges of viewing others differently
than ourselves. We would love to see any and all new faces at
youth group on Wednesday nights from 6-8 PM. Our youth
mission team has been selling fun shaped pasta. If you haven’t
had a chance to order yours yet, let a youth know ASAP!
We are desperately looking for people to make and serve meals
on Wednesday nights. If you are able to prepare a meal for
about 20 people, we would truly appreciate it.
Please call Rachelle at 307-277-5541 to sign up for a date.

Poinsettia/Amaryllis
Donation Form
To order a flower for the church for Christmas, complete this form &
return it, with your payment of $16.00 per poinsettia or $20.00 per
amaryllis to the office by either placing it in the collection plate, putting it
in my mailbox in the Koinonia room, or by mailing it in, attn: Linda.
Please respond by December 13th, our deadline for orders.
PLEASE PRINT and CIRCLE either Memory or Honor so the dedication will
read correctly.

In Memory/Honor of:
__________________________________________________________
2nd Plant (if desired), In Memory/Honor of:

__________________________________________________________
Given by:
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Please Check one:
___Donate my flower(s) to shut-ins/hospital/Hospice patients.
___I can help deliver flower(s) _______________________________
(NAME
PHONE #)
___I will pick up my flower(s) after Epiphany Services, on
January 5th, 2020 or on Monday, January 6th.

Enclose/attach check or money for each flower ordered, with this order
form. Please respond as soon as possible to assure we have enough
poinsettias available!
(We must know how many plants are needed prior to ordering.)

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL PIE WINNERS!
Recently, Faith Keepers Women’s Ministry sponsored our Harvest
Festival. Here is the break down for all our winners:
I. Most Unique Pie:
1st Place: Ruthie Mitich
2nd Place: Mary Ellen Wheeler
3rd Place: Giddeon
II. Creamiest
1st place: Mary Ellen Wheeler
2nd place: Mary Schmidt
3rd place: Helen Sheppard
III. Prettiest
1st place: Helen Sheppard
2nd place: Mary Ellen Wheeler
3rd place: Susan Wright
IV. Best Fruit
1st place: Mary Ellen Wheeler
2nd place: Jen Scherlin
3rd place: Susan Wright
V. Best Tasting
1st place: Helen Sheppard
2nd place: Mary Ellen Wheeler
3rd place: Jen Scherlin
GRAND PRIZE WINNER:
HELEN SHEPPARD!
THIS IS THE 2ND YEAR IN A ROW
THAT SHE HAS WON! BE SURE TO
CONGRATULATE HER!!!

Time corrections for the Thrift Shop:
M-W-F 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sat. 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
The closing times were incorrect in the bulletin last month.
So sorry.
New location:
2111 E. 12th St.

ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 2019
The date for our Annual Church Conference is Saturday,
November 23rd at 4:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please put
this date and time on your calendar. We hope to have a good
turnout of folks representing our church.

General Conference News and Resources
Over the next months leading up to General Conference 2020, the
Communications Office will provide members of the Mountain Sky Conference
with news and resources about The United Methodist Church. Please share this link
with your local congregation: www.mtnskyumc.org/general-conference. The online
page will be updated regularly. If you have questions, please contact the
Communications Office at communications@mtnskyumc.org.

Connect with your General Conference delegates
Consider having a "Conversation with a Delegate" moment at your next
district, circuit, or local church meeting. The best way to reach all of the delegates is
through the online contact form. You can invite delegates to a meeting, ask a
question or share a concern. Don't know who your delegates are? Go to the
Annual, Jurisdictional and General Conferences page on the Mountain Sky
Conference website. Read the 2019 Mountain Sky Annual Conference report
online. The delegates from Wyoming will be at FUMC Monday, November 18th,
2019 at 6:00 in the Sanctuary.

PEW STEWARDS NEEDED!!
Simple duties are: sharpening pencils and refilling attendance books,
offering envelopes, scratch paper, etc. This is for the last week of each
month and may be done on whichever
day fits into your schedule. If this
sounds like something you would like to
do, please call the office and let Linda
Gehres know you are volunteering.

At annual conference this past June, we voted to approve the formation of a Pathways
Team to develop options for our annual conference in response to General Conference 2019
and the upcoming General Conference 2020 (see full petition here: MSC-09 Moving Towards
God’s Good Future).
of this action, the Pathways Team is holding Focus Sessions to share information and
seek feedback from across the conference regarding potential paths we may take. These five
gatherings - one held in each circuit - will be facilitated by members of the Pathways Team and
GC/JC delegation from Wyoming. ALL are invited to attend!
As part

November 5, 7 pm - Thermopolis Federated Community Church, 244 N 6th St., Thermopolis
November 7, 7 pm - FUMC of Cheyenne, 108 E 18th St., Cheyenne
November 11, 7 pm - FUMC of Rock Springs, 1515 Edgar St., Rock Springs
November 16, 1 pm - FUMC of Gillette, 2000 W Lakeway Rd., Gillette
November 18, 6 pm - FUMC of Casper, 302 E 2nd St., Casper
PDL SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVENT SEASON CELEBRATION
There are many ways of preparing for the coming of Christ During the Advent season.
We decorate Christmas trees, sing Christmas carols and hymns, light candles and take
part in the hanging of the greens. As Christians, we celebrate the coming of Christ in
three ways:


In the flesh in Bethlehem



In our hearts daily, and



In glory at the end of time

This year, we hope you’ll join the PLD Sunday School class in celebrating Advent through
reading, reflection and sharing during this holy season. The five-week class (December 1
– January 5) is open to everyone longing to deepen their Christmas experience.
For more information, please contact Rosemary Bartle at 307-267-0535.

Turmoil
I think everyone can agree that our church has been through some turmoil in the
last couple of years, with more looming on the horizon. It feels like we have lost
something our congregation used to be so good at – coming together for a
common purpose even though we vary widely in our political and social attitudes.
I’ve often marveled at the diversity of opinion throughout our congregation, from
uber-liberal to ultra-conservative and all points in between.
Despite our differences we were able to sit down in the pews next to each other,
and break bread together at potlucks, and join together for classes. In fact, our
differences made for some lively discussions and I know that I came away with a
better understanding of others from them.
My heart is heavy at the way we seem to be so polarized now. People that I used
to sit with, sing with, and do mission work with are no longer coming to our
church. Hearts have been hardened, and offense is taken at the drop of a hat.
Our church seems like a microcosm of the nation as a whole right now, which is
sad, because I feel that as followers of Jesus Christ we should be above all that
political stuff. But we are not, because we are human, and we live in a fallen
world, not a bubble. What happens in our nation and our world affects us.
However, as followers of Jesus, we know that there is hope! I go to God’s word
daily to find it, and I’m never disappointed. In John 16:33 Jesus reminds us that
“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
In John 15 Jesus also talks about how he is the vine and we are the branches,
and that branches that are not producing fruit will be cut off, while every branch
that does bear fruit will be pruned so that it will be even more fruitful.
Maybe our church is being pruned right now, so that we will be even more fruitful
afterwards. I pray that this is the case – that we are going to come through this
refining fire melded together stronger than we were before, and ready to do
God’s work with a renewed sense of purpose and vigor. However this time of
turmoil turns out, I trust that God will use it, and us, to His glory! As Psalm 31:14
says: “But as for me, I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘you are my God.’ ”
From my heart,
Blithe Cummings

Walter Rinehauld Hein
10/8/1925—11/2/2018

Verla A. Carter
12/31/1932 – 12/16/2018

Sylvia V. Kirschenmann
3/23/1931 – 1/7/2019

Frank L. Mowery
3/10/1930 – 1/13/2019

Gerald Robert Gentry
3/25/1926 -3/18/2019

Kenneth Dayton Patton
5/9/1927 – 4/29/2019

JoReva Wellborn
4/8/1932 – 5/5/2019

Edna Ruth Schwamb Odell
11/24/1927 – 9/23/2019

Alice Weaver
5/6/1927 – 9/25/2019

James D. Collums
1/5/1926 – 9/19/2019
Robert “Shorty” Decker
2/4/1965 - 6/6/2019

Sherrie Virginia Patch
9/15/1942 – 6/23/2019

Stanley Gene Johnson
2/29/1936 – 7/22/2019

William C. Unangst
7/21/1938 - 8/25/2019

REMEMBERING ALL OUR
SAINTS WHO PASSED IN 2019
Arlene Larson
10/13/1931 – 9/2019

