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With Reverend Janet Forbes
Interim Senior Pastor

CELEBRATING LENT
TURN THE CHRISTIAN YEAR WITH
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
The Christian year tells the story of Jesus in two cycles of time. The year
begins with the Christmas cycle of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany as we
celebrate Jesus’ birth. The story culminates in the Easter cycle of Lent, Easter,
and Pentecost with the wonder of resurrection. The turning of the year from one
cycle to the next is marked by the tension of two very different holidays…just 24
hours apart.
The Bible tells us that before Jesus began to teach the people he prepared
himself by spending forty days praying in the wilderness. We call these forty
days Lent, and Lent is the time when Christians prepare for the celebration of
Easter. Some people still give up a favorite food during Lent, but in the Middle
Ages, everyone had to go without eating meat or butter or eggs for the whole
forty days.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, so on Tuesday everyone makes a good
start by confessing their sins and having them shriven – in other words, forgiven.
That is why the day is called Shrove Tuesday. They cook a meal of pancakes,
using up all the eggs and butter in the house. Shrove Tuesday is still called,
“mardi gras”, which means “greasy Tuesday”, when, traditionally, all the fat in
the house has to be used up.
After the family feasts on pancakes on Shove Tuesday (March 5), our
church family will mark the first day of Lent with the observation of Ash
Wednesday, March 6, at 6:00 p.m. We’ll also open the church from 12:00 noon
to 1:00pm so that you can come-and-go. We will receive the mark of the ashes
and oil on the hand or forehead. These are family-friendly moments in which
school-age children can participate fully.
Join us as we observe the turning of the Christian year!
Rev. Janet

The following dates are available for
The 2019 Altar Flower
the gift of flowers
Chart is located on the
February Altar Flowers
bulletin board by the
March
3 Anonymous Giver
elevator in the Koinonia
March 10
Room. If a particular date March 17 Dave & Brenda Doyle
is special to you or your family, or simply for March 24 Steve & Vicki Cathey
beautification of the sanctuary, please consider March 31 Larry & Cheryl Gray
signing up to provide altar flowers. Contact
Martha Rakestraw at 262-6056 if you would like to participate in this ministry.

Your flower donations are TRULY appreciated!
Fe b r u a r y A c o l y t e S c h e d u l e
8:30 Service
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31
Thank you for serving your church

Jimmy Ruble
Hope Wheeler
Leah Malody
Natalia Gomez
Elaina Sausedo
in this important ministry!

DATE

8:30 AM

11:00 AM

5:00 PM TOTALS

2/3/2019

121

83

NS

204

2/10/2019

101

85

38

224

2/17/2019

123

94

33

250

2/24/2019

120

250

33

403

ATTENDANCE
STATISTICS
February 2019

FUMC 2018 FINANCIAL DATA
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

January

$38,089

$44,661

MONTHLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($6,572)

YEARLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($6,572)

There is a chart on the refreshment table for our congregation to
sign up to serve each other after each service. You only need to set
out the cookies that are provided or bake and bring your own, and
make the punch (The juices are provided). James will make the coffee for us, and
clean the pot after the second service. There is some clean up needed, i.e. wiping
the counters and washing the serving plates. Please consider signing up for one
Sunday during the month. It will make this ministry a blessing for us all.
Our Sympathies and prayers go out to the families of:
Jeannette Brakke who passed December 17 and Sylvia Kirschenmann
who passed January 7.

Please keep in your prayers:
The General Conference of the United Methodist Church
and for the appointment of our new Senior Pastor.
Thank You from Diane and Steve Frame
I want to thank First United Methodist staff and music ministries and everyone else who
jumped in to cover bases for me while Steve and I were in the Holy Land. As you are
reading this note of thanks we have already returned and are transformed by the Spirit of
God. But, today I sit in a coffee shop typing this on the front end of our pilgrimage
waiting and dreaming of what lies ahead. I look forward to sharing our experiences with
you. I am truly thankful for each one of you; for the love and support you have shown us.
Blessings. ♥♥♥
It’s Time Again to think about helping out with the Lenten Lunches!!! April 15-19.
We are in need of a soup maker! Are you willing to make soup one of the days during
Holy Week? If so, please give Lori Johnson a call! 307-262-7872.
1. PIE BAKERS– Ann Hines has volunteered to call again for
bakers. IF YOU BAKED PIES IN THE PAST – you are already on
her list and she will be calling. If you haven’t and are wanting
to help with pies, please be ready to let Ann know!!!
2. LUNCH HELPERS! Again, if you have helped in the past,
please be willing to help again! Either before lunch, during, or
after lunch for cleanup! It doesn’t take a lot of time and really is a help!

On March the 10th, our new class of Stephen Ministers
will be commissioned in our worship services. I want to
recognize the efforts of our dedicated team: Rose Mary
Bartle, Irma Bideau, Laura Evans, Cheryl Gray, Anne
Marken, Debbie Pyska, Christine Reed, and Don Schmidt. Our
group participated in 50 hours of training to provide one-to-one,
Christ -centered care.
Our Stephen Ministers have been trained to care for those dealing with grief, divorce,
job loss, hospitalization, financial struggles, loneliness, convalescence, terminal illness,
depression, and many other life difficulties.
Following their initial training, our group will continue to meet twice a month for
continuing education and supervision. They are fully prepared to work one on one with
members of our congregation in order to help people in need. Perhaps some one you are
wondering if you could benefit from this ministry. Consider the following comments from
persons who have availed themselves to this program:
“Trusting someone with personal information about my life was something I feared at
first, but the pastor reassured me that everything was confidential, so I agreed to give it a
try. I’m so glad I did! My Stephen Minister did not pry for information, but instead just let me
share what was on my mind. Probably the best thing he did for me was not judging me for
my past decisions; rather he was there to help me move forward.”
“I thank the Lord for my Stephen Minister who did not try to solve all my problems but
lovingly, as a Christian friend, walked along with me through this time in my life.”
“The time I spent with my Stephen Minister was the only time in the week when I
could truly focus on my own needs. She was there just for me.”
If you feel you could benefit from a Stephen Minister please don’t hesitate to call me
and I will glad to visit with you about this powerful ministry.
SOME WORDS OF APPRECIATION FOR OUR STEPHEN MINISTERS
Not only are we blessed with a new class of Stephen Ministers, our first class is still
actively involved. I want to thank the following persons for their continual participation in this
life changing program:
Ronna Boril, Becky Ford, Jan Cobb, Bea Leafdale, Nancy and Jim Potter, Bonnie
and Gene Rohrbeck, and Diane Payne.
Our Stephen Leaders are Dr. Patricia Bell and Pastor Mary Schmidt. A Big Thank
You to Kelly Schweda who has served as one of our Leaders in this program. She will retire
from the program the end of March.
Blessings,
Mary

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—MARCH 2019
Lent, Holy Week, TENABRAE and Easter are on the Way: Asland is on the
Move "a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 'Prepare the way for the
Lord, make straight paths for him.'" Mark 1:3

REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays:

The Season of Lent begins in March
Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, March 6th
Join us for an evening service of the imposition of Ashes and the beginning of a 40 day pilgrim Lenten journey.
Tenebrae and Easter Choir
If you would like to sing at the Tenebrae (Good Friday) evening service and Easter services (8:30am and 11:00 am), please
join us for rehearsal, Wednesday, March 20th at 7:00 pm.
What is “Tenebrae”?
The United Methodist website tells us: The word "Tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is an
ancient Christian Good Friday service that makes use of gradually diminishing light through the extinguishing of candles to
symbolize the events of that week from the triumphant Palm Sunday entry through Jesus' burial.
This increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and of hopelessness in the world without
God. The service concludes in darkness, sometimes with a final candle, the Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary,
symbolizing the death of Jesus. A loud noise may also sound symbolizing the closing of Jesus' tomb. The worshipers then
leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and await the coming Resurrection.
It is my hope to create a musically spiritual connecting thread that begins its way on Ash Wednesday, weaving through Lent,
Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Good Friday and finds its destination in the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday Morning. O
Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our God our Maker! For He is our God, and we are the
people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. Psalm 95:6-7

Mondays:
Tuesdays:

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

Choral Opportunities
Jubilee Chorale
You are invited and welcome to sing with us Sundays at the 11:00 am Liturgical Service. Our Chorale sings anthems each
week and leads beloved traditional hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal accompanied by the Casavant Organ and
Yamaha Grand Piano. Rehearsals are each Wednesday from 7:15 to 8:00pm.
Grace Singers
This choir leads worship at 8:30 am each week at our Expressive Service which is a blend of traditional hymns from the
United Methodist Hymnal as well as modern worship music from Worship and Song and The Faith We Sing Hymnals. Grace
Singers sing an anthem each week accompanied by piano, and a variety of instruments such as guitar, flute and occasional
hand drum. The Casavant Organ also accompanies some hymns. Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:00pm to 7:00pm.
Faith Ignited (youth choir)
All youth from sixth grade through senior year in high school are welcome to worship together in song every Wednesday
Night from 5pm to 6pm in the Church Sanctuary. We sing a variety of songs drawn from today’s worship as well as beloved
hymns. Faith Ignited sings at both 8:30am and 11:00am services every third Sunday of the month.
Christ Singers (children’s Choir)
Children ages Kindergarten through Fifth Grade meet weekly Sunday afternoons from 4pm to 5pm. We study vocal and
music skills; reading music, rhythm patterns, explore a variety of instruments, and practice playing and singing with bells
together. Each week we read the Bible and sing songs connected to the scripture we explore. Christ Singers sing every
second Sunday of the month at both 8:30 and 11:00am services.

Fridays:
Saturdays:

9:40 am
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15pm
8:00 pm
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
Christ Singers Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner)
The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner)
Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Men’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com.
Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Faith Ignited Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
Youth Group (SonRise Room)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Grace Singers Practice
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
Jubilee Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
Emotions Anon (Room 10)
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays
Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
March’s book is “Time and Again” by Jack Finney
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month, 1:00pm in the SonRise Room
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am
(Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.)
*Creative Worship Community/NR4HCPlayers: 3rd Monday of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Room
*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, March 17th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, March 26th )

WORSHIP IN MARCH
March 3
1
Brenda Berry
Jim Maddy
2
Tiffine Canepa
Brian Nichols
Jennifer Robinson
Merebeth Yankey
3
Marc Benson
David Eastes
William Knight
Eric Sheppard
Norma Youel
4
Adam Longo
Cindy Olson
Tatum Ortiz
5
Beau Griffith
Lori Johnson
Hannah Larsen
Thomas Lineweber
Madison McBeath
Trudy Pancratz
Nancy Scott
6
Jake Johnson
Jessica Weiss
7
JaLee Bowers
Bonnie Culver
Luella Judd
Lisa Smith

8
Malinda Bulgrin
Emily Cummings
Jessica Dalton
9
Linda Babb
Lannis Haldeman
Karen Hinchey
Jack Laird
Gayle Lord

10 Daylight Savings
Emily Applegate
Jo Cover
Jacob Daniels
Camryn Drake
Norma Loe
Bill Schilling
Jack Scott

14
Judy Catchpole
Sara Loranc
Alfred Raver
15
Jesse Arnold
Brooklyn Calkin
Kiera Gacke
John Griffith
Samantha Leckie
Johnna Morgan

13
Elizabeth Horsch
Dave Wheeler

21
Matthew Alldredge
Sybellah Shugart
Olivia Threlkeld

22
Kathryn Cihak
Diane Cox
Ken Day
16
Diann Fondren
Deborah Bovie
John Myles
Edward Morgan Jr Peg- Elizabeth Rhoads
gy Jo Miller
Sharmon Scott
17 St Patrick's Day
Ainsley Finn
Julie Horsch
Bruce Johnson
Elizabeth Kerr

23
Alan Cummings
Alexis Gacke
Sidney Luers
Keli Tatum
Jeremy Yeager
24
Thomas Boatman
Karen True

11
Ronald Salveson
12
Luke Couldridge
Taylor Meyer
Tyler Purvis
Tito Quinones
Yvonne Wasserburger

20
Opal Mclnroy
Kinley Nye

18
Pat Johnson
Ameryka Voight
19
Mark Harshman
Carol Johnson
Nick Johnson

25
Gerald Gentry
Finn Korenke
Orval Schwinler
26
Rainey Auen
Whitney Brood
Jared Daniels
Marsha Nichols

Pilgrims on the Way - Three Simple Rules

Dr. Patricia Bell,
Pastoral Intern

27
Jill York
28
Sydney Cannon
Matt Kaiser
Darion Ramsey
Seth Wheeler
29
Brenda Hartnett
Nancy Korenke
Andrea Miller
Bonnie Rohrbeck
Sondra Somerville
30
Linda Brubaker
Rob Ford
Brian Green
Michael Harshman
Brandi Reinhart
31
Heather Malody
Nadine Schwinler
John Scott

LENT: ONCE UPON A SACRED GARDEN:
STORIES OF VINE AND BRANCH
In the words of The Message, Jesus says, “I am the Vine, you are the branches. When
you're joined with me and I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest (the
growth) is sure to be abundant.”
March 6

Ash Wednesday Come and Go Ashes from 12:00 to 1:00pm;
Service of Ashes at 6:00pm

March 10

1st Sunday of Lent - Vine and Branch John 15: 1-11
Rev. Mary Schmidt
Commissioning of Stephen Ministry Class

March 17

2nd Sunday of Lent - Emma’s Question Matthew 8: 27-32; 9: 2-8
Rev. Janet Forbes

March 24

3rd Sunday of Lent - A Fork in the Road
Rev. Janet Forbes

March 31

4th Sunday of Lent For God So Loved the World John 12: 24-33
Rev. Janet Forbes

Mark 1: 16-20; 8: 31-35

SUNDAYS at FUMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

Youth March Events
Our Pie in the Face Fundraiser is underway! We already have Mary,
Diane, Janet, James, Rachelle and Cody as volunteers to get pied.
The person with the most money will get pied on April 7th! If you
want someone to get pied, then you can pay to nominate them. A $5
nomination fee will get them in the running to become a possible pie
target.
Please join the youth on April 7th for Youth Sunday and a silent
auction fundraiser. We have some great items that will be up for
grabs until 12:30 on April 7th. This is something that you will not
want to miss! If you have an item that you would like to donate to
our silent auction, please let Cody or Rachelle know.
All money raised from Pie in the Face and the silent auction will go
towards the youth mission trip to Denver, CO in June. Thank you for
your support!

2019 UMW Board Officers

President: Lori Johnson
Secretary: Linda Brubaker
Treasurer: Diane Payne
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson
Education & Interpretation: Rita Livingston
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann Hines
Nominations: Executive Board
Program Resources: Wanda Bennett
Social Action: Genene Quick
Spiritual Growth: Brenda Doyle
Youth Coordinator: Ruth Hartung

Mary Martha Group
meets the 2nd Tuesday of
the month 1:00 pm in the
SonRise Room.
Hannah Group
meets the 3rd Thursday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. in
the SonRise Room.
Naomi Group
meets the 3rd Thursday
of the month at 9:30 a.m.
in a member’s home.
We encourage you to
contact one of our group
leaders to learn more
about UMW or to attend
one of the meetings.

Thank You!! Thanks to the congregation for
supporting our cake sale February 10th. The $495
will all go to missions. Thank you Wanda Bennet,
Gayle Bowman, Pam Gayle, Lori Johnson, Pam
Jones Diane Payne, Donna Roth, Debbie Tucker,
who decorated the cakes
If you have items to donate to our United Methodist Thrift
Shop, please take them to
611 W. Collins.
If you are at the back door with items call 234-6611
Help wanted/needed!

The Youth Choir and Faith Ignited have sung
several times for our church services. They are
singing beautifully and are adding so much to
our service! If there are youth out there you
know who like to sing, send them to Diane
Frame. She will welcome them with open arms!

The Thrift Shop is still open and won’t be moving until this
spring.
The Thrift Shop still needs people to work at the shop. Both
men and women can apply. Saturdays are our busiest and
most lucrative day.
Please prayerfully consider joining our staff once a
month. Please call : Co-Managers:
Gail Bowman, 277-9033

Anne Carlsen, 262-7935

Purpose Driven Life Sunday School/Bible Study:
The class has begun a video based study called,
Balancing Life’s Demands—Biblical Priorities for a
Busy Life featuring Reverend Chip Ingram.
A study Guide is available for $5.00
Bring your coffee and cookie and join us at 9:45 in the
Parlor on the second floor

WOMEN MINISTERING TO OTHER WOMEN
We are looking for women who would like to learn more about God in a one -on-one
experience. We have trained leaders who would like to meet with other women to
study the Bible together and using “Experiencing God’s Presence”. This will be an 8
week study. We want to help women walk closer to God and connect with other
women through a mentoring program. If you are interested, please call Pastor Mary.

Christian Education Corner
First United Methodist Church has a FREE gift for you!
Church family, I am excited to share that our church now has access to an
extensive new Christian video library called RightNow Media!

Children's Sunday School:
Sunday school is going great and we are having lots of fun each week. We have been doing
experiments, crafts, handing out anonymous messages and keeping busy while learning all
about the Bible. If you haven't sent your children to Sunday school in a while, consider the
opportunity to let them explore about Jesus and his teachings.
We are continuing to follow the stories in Rick Warren's Storybook Bible for children called
"God's Big Plans for Me".
We have been keeping a steady number of children coming to classes and have achieved
one of our goals of being able to split the children into two age groups each week! There are
five dedicated teachers helping out each week, and classes are designed to have a variety of
activities all related to the weekly lesson.
For the month of March we will be teaching the following lessons:
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Jesus Goes to Zaccheaus' House
Jesus Teaches about Prayer
Jesus Travels to Jerusalem
Jesus Serves His Friends

Thanks.
Karen Tomasini
CHRIST SINGERS (Children’s Choir K-5th)

It’s like the “Netflix of Video Bible Studies” and it has a HUGE library of
faith-based videos that you can access whenever and wherever you want—
on your phone, tablet, computer, or on your TV at home. You will have
FREE access to thousands of video resources to help our members with
parenting, marriage, discipleship and more. It includes content for all ages
and stages of life, and all of your family members are invited to set up their
own accounts as well. This resource is perfect for Sunday School classes
and for our families to use at home.
There is NO COST for this service. The church has an account and it is free
for all our members. Contact Pastor Mary at 234-9385 to learn more.

Christ Singers has rehearsals Sunday, from 4:00pm to 5:00pm
in the sanctuary. Join us as we learn songs about Jesus.
We will sing every second Sunday of the month.

Music Camp coming
Summer 2019!!!
Rehearsals are June 24th through the June
29th, We perform at both 8:30 and 11:00 am
services on Sunday, June 30th. Be sure to
mark your calendars and get ready to sign
your child up in February!!
Children K-5th grade.
Middle School welcome!

Thomas Strauss, organist and harpsichordist, recording artist,
conductor, teacher and master clinician will grace our sanctuary
on Tuesday evening, March 26 at 7:30pm. Strauss is a native
of Ludwigshafen, Germany and a graduate of the State Academy
of Music in Freiburg. He has conducted major orchestral and
choral works throughout Europe and the United States. During
his performance in Casper, he will be joined by a Pan Flute player
from Greece.

Vacation Bible School July 15-18th

Come join the African Children’s Choir as they perform in our community
during their US Tour. The Choir will be performing at First United Methodist
Church, 302 E. 2nd St., on Wednesday, March 20 at 7:00pm. Come and
experience a performance that shows the beauty, dignity and potential of
each African child! The concert is free to the public and a free-will offering will
follow the concert.
The African Children’s Choir melts the hearts of audiences with their
charming smiles, beautiful voices and lively African songs and dances. The
program features well-loved children’s songs, traditional Spirituals and
rhythmic Gospel favorites. Nearly every performance is concluded with a
thunderous standing ovation! In spite of the tragedy that has marred their
young lives, the children are radiant with hope, musically gifted and always
wonderfully entertaining.
The free-will offering will help support the Music for Life Institute. The African
Children’s Choir has been Music for Life’s major international program during
its 30-year history. Music for Life Institute (MFLI) has relief and development
programs in seven African countries. MFL has currently educated over 52,000
children and hundreds of thousands of lives have been impacted by Music for
Life Institute’s international relief and development programs.

Calling all children K-5th grade.
Save the dates July 15th-18th from 9:00-12 noon for our Summer
Vacation Bible School.
This year’s theme is—

SUPER
HEROS
OF THE
BIBLE!
Bobbie Larsen will direct this awesome week. Volunteers are needed to
teach, handle refreshments and games and music. Also, youth helpers,
grades 6th-12th will be needed as well. If you are available to help please
contact Pastor Mary for details.

