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Please come and join us for services in 

April celebrating the Resurrection! 

 

April 14th—Palm Sunday 

8:30 am and 11:00 am in the Sanctuary 

5:00 pm at King’s Corner 

 

April 21st—Easter Sunday 

6:00 Sunrise Service at Three Crowns   

With First Christian Church 

8:30 am and 11:00 am in the Sanctuary 

5:00 pm at King’s Corner 

 

*Breakfast will be served at King’s Corner 

on Easter Sunday morning from 

“Behold the Lamb of God, that takes 

away the sin of the world.” 
 

John 1:29 



FUMC 2018 FINANCIAL DATA 

    

 

ATTENDANCE 

STATISTICS 

March 2019 

DATE 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 5:00 PM TOTALS 

3/3/2019 112 71 38 221 

3/10/2019 116 82 25 223 

3/17/2019 116 83 33 232 

3/24/2019 110 89 36 235 

     

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES MONTHLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

YEARLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

February $43,308 $46,618 ($3,310) ($9,882) 

A pr il  Ac olyte  Sc he dule  

8 : 30  Se r vi ce  

 

April    7     Olivia Sausedo 
April  14  Casamia Parker 
April   21 Jacob Ruble 
April   28 Braden Bosco  

The 2019 Altar  Flower 

Chart is located on the       

bulletin board by the          

elevator in the Koinonia 

Room. If a particular date is 

special to you or your family, 

please consider signing up to provide altar flowers 

on that day. Please, contact Martha Rakestraw                                                           

at 262-6056  if you’d like to participate in this 

ministry.                                                                                         Your flower do-

Some dates this month are still      

available for the gift of flowers 
 

April Altar Flowers 

 

April    7    Joe & Brenda Kennedy 

April  14 

April   21  

April   28   Hannah Wheeler  

      

                    With Reverend Janet Forbes 

  Interim Senior Pastor 
 

WHAT HAPPENED AT GENERAL CONFERENCE 2019? 
 

The 2016 General Conference of The United Methodist Church 

authorized the formation of a commission to consider the      

inclusion of LGBTQ members and friends and find ways to help the church 

stay together. The Commission on a Way Forward submitted proposals that 

were considered by the delegates at the 2019 special called General           

Conference in St. Louis, February 23-26, 2019.     
 

Delegates to General Conference include equal numbers of lay and clergy 

members elected by annual conferences around the world.  Bishops preside 

and facilitate the work of the delegates, but do not vote. The General         

Conference is the only body that approves church policy and speaks officially 

for the denomination. 
 

The General Conference delegates passed by a 438-384 vote the Traditional 

Plan, which retains current restrictions against “self-avowed practicing       

homosexual” clergy, officiating at or hosting same-sex marriage ceremonies, 

and requires stricter enforcement for violations of church law.  The General 

Conference delegates requested a ruling by the Judicial Council on the      

constitutionality of the Traditional Plan. The Council of Bishops also has    

requested a review of the approved exit plan for churches. The Judicial   

Council will address these requests at its next scheduled meeting April 23-25. 

The Traditional Plan legislation takes effect Jan. 1, 2020 for churches in the 

U.S. and 12 months after the 2020 General Conference for churches outside 

the U.S.  
 

More information about the legislation and responses to the actions of the 

General Conference may be found at the United Methodist News Service 

(www.umnews.org). 
 

Rev. Mary and I are available for conversation with you, Sunday School   

classes, or other faith groups at First UMC.  
 

Trusting God’s grace,  

Rev. Janet  

Thank you for serving your church in this important ministry! 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/what-happened-and-what-didnt-at-general-conference-2019
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/2019-general-conference-passes-traditional-plan
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/2019-general-conference-passes-traditional-plan
http://www.umnews.org


There is a chart on the refreshment table for our congregation to  
sign up to serve each other after each service. You only need to  set 
out the cookies that are provided, or bake and bring your own, and 
make the punch. (The  juices are provided).  James will make the 
coffee for us, and he will clean the pot after the second service.  
There is some clean up needed, i.e. wiping the counters and washing the serving plates. 
Please consider signing up for one   Sunday during the month. It will make this ministry a 

 Continued prayers for:   

 

The United Methodist Church and for the appointment of our new Senior Pastor. 

                NOTE FROM THE PASTOR           PRAY FIRST! 
 
                                 An old airline pilot tells a story of “The Last Best                                     
                                 Hope.”  He says that one day he was facing the  
  imminent crash of his plane.  After all the desperate  
                                “maydays” had been broadcast and attempts to fix  
the situation had been made, no solution was found.  Death seemed  certain. After 
the flight attendants had given their crash instructions to the  
passengers, the pilot made this announcement, “All of our efforts for recovery 
have failed.  It is my duty, according to the rules of the air, to inform you that now 
we must enlist “The Last Best Hope.”  Pray to God.  May He have mercy on us 
all!”  The plane didn’t survive the “belly landing,” BUT every passage did, as well as 
the crew members who tell about the power of prayer. 
Isn’t it human nature to try everything ourselves first, and if that doesn’t work, we 
might consider praying about it?  God is sovereign, He is in control—seems like a 
prudent thing to do, to seek His highest will and purpose for our lives—through 
prayer. 
 Prayer is our lifeline to God.  It’s a two-way conversation.  Listening on our 
part is a treasure we often leave out.  God still speaks, and we should  
listen!   Prayer is also communal, as we intercede for others in the Body of Christ 
and outside the church, i.e. for our governmental leaders, those   
serving in the military, for school teachers, etc.  We need Prayer Warriors who will 
“fill in the gap” for those who can’t pray for themselves.    
Prayer breaks up hardened hearts. It changes lives.  God performs miracles 
through prayer.  As scripture says, “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 
effective.” James 5:16b 
 Could prayer be more important to our church than this year?  Just think 
what’s going on here:  receiving a new senior pastor this summer; youth group  
going on a mission trip in June; expanded and active music program;                  
commissioning of our new Stephen Ministers; reaching out to the lost and hurting 
at King’s Corner. 
 God is calling us to PRAY FIRST because God wants to hear from us as His 

children.  And when you are having an especially bad day (the plane is about to 

crash).  Remember to seek God first in prayer.     

Blessings, Mary 

 

Congratulations are in order!  Brad & Lizzie Johnson recently 

welcomed a son, Emmett Charles Johnson, born on March 7th.  

- Connie Doll on the passing of her brother Loren. 
- Connie Gentry on the passing of her husband    
  Gerald. 

 

 Stephen Ministry Update 

        Life is full of challenges and at times we could benefit from care and 

support.  Stephen Ministers can provide the emotional and spiritual care we need 
when faced with a crisis or difficulty such as: 
 
---Job loss                                            ---Aging 

—Hospitalization                                  --- Divorce or separation 

---Loss of a loved one                          ---Recovery after an accident or disaster 

--Serious illness                                   ---Spiritual crisis 

                                  ---Loneliness or discouragement 

  Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry and our ministers have participated in 
50 hours of training.  Our new class of Stephen Ministers will be commissioned 
in March and will be available to work with our church family.  If you could benefit 
from the care of a Stephen  Minister or know someone who could, please contact 
Dr. Patricia Bell, Kelly Schweda or Pastor Mary Schmidt for more               



 

                             SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING 

 

All adults working with our children and youth for Sunday School, Youth Group and 
Vacation Bible School are required to attend our Safe Sanctuary Training on          
Saturday, April 13th from 2:00-4:00 in the Parlor. There is no cost for this training. 
Safe Sanctuaries is an overt expression in making congregations safe places where 
children, youth, and elders may experience the abiding love of God and fellowship 
within the community of faith.  
If for some reason you can’t attend please contact Pastor Mary as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
Lent, Holy Week, TENABRAE and Easter are on the Way Asland is on 
the Move "a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 'Prepare the way 
for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'" Mark 1:3 
 
Hosanna! Hosanna in the Highest! 
Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight, 
At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more, 
When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death, 
And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again.”  
 
― C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
Asland the lion, a metaphor for Jesus from the C.S. Lewis classic, “The Lion the Witch and 
the Wardrobe”. We have journeyed this long 40 days of Lent turning inward to examine 
our hearts as we wait through the last days of winter. We wait and ponder on Jesus. Holy 
Week is approaching and with it the last days of Christ on earth before He faced death 
and then Victory over the cross!  
Join us for a very special Holy Week this year at First United Methodist. We begin with 
Palm Sunday, April 14th as we greet our Lord and Savior riding a donkey into Jerusalem. 
Servants United will host noonday services each day of Holy Week beginning Monday, 
April 15th and concluding Friday, April 19th. Thursday night, we will hold a Maundy   
Thursday service at 7:00pm joining Jesus and His disciples at the table, partaking in Holy 
Communion at the Last Supper. Friday night at 7:00pm, our church will hold a            
meaningful Tenebrae Service (Service of the Shadows). We will reflect over the scripture 
that leads Jesus to His final moments on earth. Then celebrate with us Sunday morning 
at any of the Easter Morning services, 6:00 am Three Crowns Golf Course, 8:30 am or 
11:00am at First United Methodist Church. 
 
Jesus is coming to melt the frozen hearts and warm us all with His Merciful grace and  
forgiveness. Come Worship with us!! 
 
Special Music for Holy Week Noon Services 
Monday: First United Methodist Choir 
Tuesday: Elaine Vangelov 
Wednesday: Casper College Choir 
Thursday: Oil City Slickers 

 

                                       PAIN TO PRAISE! 

 

Our church is invited to attend a powerful weekend of Hope, Truth, and           

Encouragement.  Learn to trust God in Tragedy and Triumph.  Featured    

speakers are Evelyn Husband Thompson, Best-selling author and  speaker.  

She is the widow of Space Shuttle Columbia Commander Rick Husband.    

Also, K.D. Stewart, President of “Deep End Ministries.”  Worship by Diane 

Lynn Frame, Music Director at First united Methodist Church. 

The event is scheduled for June 7-8 at the Wolcott Galleria. Registration is 

$45.00, with discounts for early bird and group registration. 

                   New Women’s Bible Study:  May 4th  

After a successful study this winter, we will offer a 2nd chance for 

women to take “Jesus Calling Bible Study Series, Experiencing God’s 
Presence” May 4-June 29th, 9:00-10:30. Sign up sheets will be at the 
church.  Books only $5.50.  Call Pastor Mary for details.  

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  SUPER HEROES 

 

Bible Characters will come alive through stories, crafts and music through a 

fun  4-day event starting July 15-18
th
, from 9:00am-12 noon.  Volunteers are 

needed to teach, crafts and refreshments.  Youth are encouraged to be  

helpers that week.  If you would like more information please contact Pastor 

Mary or Bobbi Larsen: blarsen2001@gmail.com 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4790821
mailto:blarsen2001@gmail.com


Come sing in the Eastertide* CHOIR! 
 

When: Every Wednesday from 7:15pm to 8:00pm 
Where: In the Choir Room 
Who: EVERYONE 
We will sing for Palm Sunday (8:30 and 11:00am), Maundy Thursday (7:00pm), Good   
Friday (noon and 7:00pm services) and Easter 8:30 and 11:00am services.  
 

*Eastertide 
Easter for Christians is not just one day, but rather a 50-day period. The season of Easter, 
or Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and ends on Pentecost, the day we 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see Acts 2). 
Easter is also more than just an extended celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. In the 
early church, Lent was a season for new converts to learn about the faith and prepare for 
baptism on Easter Sunday. The initial purpose of the 50-day  Easter season was to        
continue the faith formation of new Christians. 
Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what it means when 
we say Christ is risen. It’s the season when we remember our baptisms and how through 
this sacrament we are, according to the liturgy, “incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of 
salvation.” As “Easter people,” we also celebrate and ponder the birth of the Church and 
gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we are to live as faithful disciples of Christ. 
 

Stations of the Cross at First United Methodist 

 
 

Question: What are the Stations of the Cross??? 
   Moments in Jesus’ journey from his trial to the tomb 
   Officially approved places for crosses in churches 
   Place in Jerusalem where prisoners were sentenced 
   All of the above 
   None of the above 
The correct answer is: moments in Jesus’ journey from his trial to the tomb. 
The fourteen traditional Stations of the Cross, also called Way of the Cross, is a modern 
adaptation of a Christian tradition dating to the fifth century. Fourteen   stations depict 
events of Jesus’ trial, execution and death, from praying alone the night before to    
speaking to his mother and John from the cross to his burial. 
Walking the “Way of the Cross” can be used as a devotion at any time for reflection on 
Christ’s suffering and sacrifice but is most often observed on Good Friday.  We invite you 
to walk the “Way of the Cross” Holy Week either before or after the noonday services. 
Interactive station tables with scripture of Jesus suffering and sacrifice will be available 
for your prayer and reflective time.  

 
 

 
 
 

  

   Casper Vital Network invites all ladies to an entertaining continental  
breakfast event, “The Off-Road Antique Show” on  Saturday April 13th at 
9:00 a.m. at Highland Park Church, room 1321. Cost is $5.00. 
 Attendees are invited to bring one small antique or an unusual item to be 
evaluated by Liane Chapman. Liane and her husband have owned Wyoming   
Estate Services: appraising and selling antiques for many years.  
 Network over breakfast with other Casper women. Like the lasting          
significance of heirlooms- consider your own personal legacy.  Then hear an  
inspiring message from Mickala Schmidt, who has just returned to Casper on 
leave from YWAM: Youth With A Mission in Thailand. She has just completed 
justice and anti-trafficking training. Mickala previously worked for Vision Beyond 
Borders in China and India. Think about it: what’s YOUR legacy? 

WOMEN MINISTERING TO OTHER WOMEN 

We are looking for women who would like to learn more about God in a one -on-one 
experience.  We have trained leaders who would like to meet with other women to 
study the Bible together and using “Experiencing God’s Presence”. This will be an 8 
week study.  We want to help women walk closer to God and connect with other   
women through a mentoring program.  If you are interested, please call Pastor 
Mary.         

FINANCE UPDATE FROM THE INTERIM SENIOR PASTOR 

First United Methodist Church finished 2018 in the black with a surplus of 

$3,591.  You were generous in the Christmas offerings of $1,852 each to 

Natrona County Interfaith and United Methodist Committee on Relief - UMCOR.   

The budgeting process projects $570,458 as our need for funding ministry in 

2019, including the compensation for our new senior pastor..  Again, you have 

indicated your desire to be generous with your pledges and faithful giving to 

the General Fund with an anticipated income from all sources for 2019 of 

$560,219.  The Board of Stewards have continued   these charitable partners, 

Natrona County Interfaith and UMCOR, as the recipients of your 2019 Easter  

Offering. 

It is imperative in these days of transition to remain constant in your giving.  

Your elected leaders spend conservatively and honor the use of your gifts.   

Thank you for your commitment to this community of faith with your tithes and 

offerings. 

http://www.gbod.org/resources/the-bethel-way-of-the-cross-a-lenten-devotion-for-good-friday


WORSHIP IN APRIL 

 

LENT:    ONCE UPON A SACRED GARDEN:   

STORIES OF VINE AND BRANCH 
In the words of The Message, Jesus says, “I am the Vine,  

you are the branches. When you're joined with me and  

I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest  

(the growth) is sure to be abundant.”   

 

April 7  5th Sunday of Lent and Holy Communion      

  Who’s Up a Tree?      Luke 19: 1-10 Rev.     

  Mary Schmidt    

  Youth Sunday 

 

HOLY WEEK 

 

April 14 Palm Sunday    

  Imagine Two Parades   Mark 11: 1-10; Psalm 118:19-29   

  Rev. Janet Forbes 

  Confirmation Sunday 

 

Monday, April 15 to Friday, April 19             

  Holy Week Services and Luncheons 

  12:05 – 12:35pm 

  Prayer Walk the Via Dolorosa and the Stations of the Cross 
 

April 18  Maundy Thursday Communion   

  7:00pm in the Sanctuary 
 

April 19  Good Friday Tenebrae:  Service of Shadows  

  7:00pm in the Sanctuary  
 

April 21  Easter Sunrise Service at Three Crowns Golf Course with First Christian  

  Church 

  6:00am 

 

  Easter Resurrection Services   

  Go and Tell         Mark 16:1-8          

  Rev. Janet Forbes      

 

REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS  
 

Sundays:  9:40 am  Sunday School Classes 
  4:00 pm  Christ Singers Choir Practice (Sanctuary)  
  5:00 pm  The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner) 
  5:30 pm  The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner) 
Mondays: 6:00 pm  Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays) 
  7:00 pm  Koinonia Ringers Practice 
  7:00 pm  NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10) 
Tuesdays: 9:30—11:00 am  Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time. 
  12:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study (Parlor—resuming in June) 
  5:00 pm  Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday) 
                 Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com. 
  5:30 pm  Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner) 
  6:00 pm  Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor) 
Wednesdays: 5:00 pm  Faith Ignited Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
  6:00 pm  Youth Group (SonRise Room) 
  6:30 pm  Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor) 
  6:30 pm  Grace Singers Practice 
  7:00 pm  Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12) 
  7:15pm   Jubilee Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
  8:00 pm  NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10) 
Thursdays: 1:30 pm  Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRiseRm) 2nd & 4th Thurs. 
  5:00 pm  Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday) 
        Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com 
  7:00 pm  Emotions Anon (Room 10) 
Fridays: 8:30 pm  NA Meeting (Room 10) 
Saturdays: 8:30 am  Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays 
  10:00 am  Drum Circle (Fellowship Hall) 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
 

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room 

           April’s book is “Educated” by  Tara Westover 
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month, 1:00pm in the SonRise Room 
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am 
 (Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.) 
*Creative Worship/NR4HCPlayers: 3rd Monday of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Room 
*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room 
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am 
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm 
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed. 

 

 

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, April 14th    

(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, April 26th ) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—APRIL 2019 

 

mailto:media@fumccasper.com


 
 

  

1  

Cody Fleming 
Dean Marvel 
Sandy Sheppard 
 
2 
Harold Bovee 
Debbie DeGroot 
Natalie Lord 
Laura Shively 
 
3  
Hudson Colling 
Sean Mitchell 
Mo Oliver  
 
4  
Robby Hartnett 
Bill Lineback 
Jeanne Luers 
Tanya Peterson 
Tedda Rodriguez 
Dugan Simmons  
 
5   
Payton Baker 
Rich Holland 
Jennifer Ullery 
 
6 
 
7 
Jeff Garner 
Bridger Johnson 
Denise Pedersen 
 
 
 

8 
Katelyn Dandridge 
Mike Loranc 
 
9  
Dorothy George 
Robert Cook 
 
10  
Bill Holsten 
Sydney Schilling 
Brett TeBeest 
Sage Wright 
 
11 
Jacob Harris 
 
12 
Susan Davis 
Hannah Malody 
Cynthia Works 
 
13   
Jens Boril 
Preston Knight 
 
14 

Cordelia Bovee 
Tom Hart 
Eileen Querin 
 
15 
Ethan Follett 
Ellie Roberts 
Nicholas Stille 
 
 
 

16  
Presley Bloom 
Rev. Vern Dockter 
Helen Oliver 
Adrian Sausedo 
Eric Wells 
 
17 
Ethel McDaniel 
Olivia Sausedo 
 
18 
David Jordan 
Brady Pigg 
Judy Purvis 
 
19  
Brooke Bennett 
Dallen Juelfs 
Isabelle Larsen 
 
20 
Jessica Jones 
Layla Rodriguez 
Nolan Feeley-Wheeler 
Sophia Wille 
 
21  

Clara Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
Clint Becker 
Gary Becker 
Cheryl Gray 
Nicholas Grimmie 
Michael Lebsock 
Shala Oxley 
 
23 
Julie Eastes 
Ellen Schreiner 
 
24  
Bob Butler 
 
25 
LuAnn Allhusen 
Sammy Scott 
 
26 
Leon Bell 
Laurie Christopherson 
Joyce Green 
Sally Lindahl 
Sheyden Nye 
Joann Ramsey 
 
27 
Caitlin Logan 
Della Works 
 
28 
Kruse Bovee 
Lincoln Brood 
Pete Peterson 
Delores Roberts 
Hope Wheeler 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
Steven Delach 
Ashleigh Hinkle 
Justin Underwood 
 
30 
Terri Chuman 
Matt Gurkin 

 Happy April  

  Birthdays!     

SEASON OF EASTERTIDE    HOPE CHANGES EVERYTHING 
 

Our Eastertide series, HOPE CHANGES EVERYTHING, is all     

about the way we are in relationships.  It is about connections…about           

systems… and new possibilities.  The stories that we will be hearing     

are from the work of Edwin Friedman, the late rabbi and counselor.   

Sometimes shocking, sometimes funny, he tells a series of fables that 

highlight the struggles within marriages, families, friendships, and  

work places.  We explore biblical stories that mirror these learnings  

and help strengthen healthy patterns of relating to others. 

April 28  Do You Want to Be Made Well?   John 5: 1-9 

   Rev. Janet Forbes 

 

May 5     Lessons from a Donkey    Numbers 22: 21-33 

   Holy Communion    

   Rev. Janet Forbes 

     

May 12  The Trouble with Triangles   Exodus 32: 1-6, 21-24 

   Rev. Janet Forbes 

 

Choir and Chorale Opportunites 
 

Jubilee Chorale 
You are invited and welcome to sing with us Sundays at the 11:00 am  Liturgical Service. 
Our Chorale sings anthems each week and leads beloved traditional hymns from the 
United Methodist Hymnal accompanied by the Casavant Organ and Yamaha Grand      
Piano. Rehearsals are each Wednesday from 7:15 to 8:00pm.  
 
Grace Singers 
This choir leads worship at 8:30 am each week at our Expressive Service which is a blend 
of traditional hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal as well as modern worship    
music from Worship and Song and The Faith We Sing Hymnals. Grace Singers sing an   
anthem each week accompanied by piano, and a variety of instruments such as guitar, 
flute and occasional hand drum. The Casavant Organ also accompanies some hymns..  
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. 

 
*** See opportunities for children and youth choirs on YOUTH  

     HAPPENINGS & FIRST KIDS pages.*** 



  

2019 UMW Board Officers 

 

President:  Lori Johnson 
Secretary:  Linda Brubaker 
Treasurer:  Diane Payne 
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson 
Education & Interpretation:  Rita Livingston 
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann Hines 
Nominations:  Executive Board 
Program Resources:  Wanda Bennett 
Social Action:  Genene Quick 
Spiritual Growth:  Brenda Doyle                                         
Youth Coordinator:  Ruth Hartung 

Please bring items you wish to donate to the United Methodist Thrift Shop located at  611 W. Collins.  Thrift Shop hours  

are: M, T, W 10:00-4:00 &  Sat 10:00-2:00.   If you are at the back door with items , call 234-6611 and someone will let you in.  

Help wanted/needed! 

The Thrift Shop is still open and won’t be moving  until this spring. 
The Thrift Shop still needs people to work at the shop. Both men 
and women can apply. Saturdays are our busiest and most              
lucrative day.  Please prayerfully consider joining our staff once a 
month. Please call our Co-Managers: 

 
Gail Bowman, 277-9033 Anne Carlsen, 262-7935 

Mary Martha Group 
meets the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month 1:00 pm in the 
SonRise Room.                                                                                          
 

Hannah Group      
meets the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at 9:30 a.m. 
in the SonRise Room.                                                                                              
 

Naomi Group         
meets the 3rd  Thursday 
of the month at 9:30 a.m. 
in a member’s home. 
 

We encourage you to  
contact one of our group 
leaders to learn more 

 

Music Camp coming  

Summer 2019!!! 
 

Sign up time for Summer Music Camp:  

“Danny and the Shacks” 

 

Ages:  
First Grade (fall 2019) through 7th grade 

 

Music Camp Dates:   

Monday June 24th—Saturday June 29th 

 

Performance:  Sunday, June 30th at  

         8:30 & 11:00am services.  

 

Cost:  $15.00, scholarships available. 

 CHRIST SINGERS (Children’s Choir K-5th) 
 

Children ages Kindergarten through Fifth Grade meet  
weekly Sunday afternoons from 4pm to 5pm. We study   
vocal and music skills; reading music, rhythm patterns,    
explore a    variety of instruments, and practice playing and 
singing with bells together. Each week we read the Bible 
and sing songs connected to the scripture we explore. Christ 
Singers sing every second Sunday of  the month at both 
8:30 and 11:00am services. 

IRMA BIDEAU HONORED AS 2019 QUIET DISCIPLE 

 

 

While a student at Casper College in the late 1950’s, Irma visited several area churches. She 
Felt welcomed and nurtured at FUMC Casper.  Following graduation, she was hired as the 
church staff secretary! Although her tenure as an employee was brief, approximately 4 years,  
her lay service has continued and expanded for 60 years.  Her service has included the usual    
committees, fundraisers, UMW, Sunday School,  Vacation Bible School and more.  Irma states, 
“...but I do better one-on-one.” A pastor recognized this gift and Irma was chosen for training to   
provide congregational care. She has made weekly visits to area hospitals for over 25 years. In  
addition, she recently completed 50 hours of training to be commissioned as a “Stephen Minister”. 
The ultimate example of one-on-one Christian caregiving.  Thank you, Irma. 

Attention FUMC leaders:  
If you have new information about a class or event, please make sure to submit it to the 
Express at express@fumccasper.com. We need your input to ensure the congregation is 
informed of current events in our church. 



  

April Events 
 

      Faith Ignited Youth Choir! 
 

All youth from sixth grade through senior 
year in high school are welcome to worship 
together in song every Wednesday Night 
from 5pm to 6pm in the Church Sanctuary. 
We sing a variety of songs drawn from to-
day’s worship as well as  beloved hymns. 
Faith Ignited sings at both 8:30am and 
11:00am services every third Sunday of the 
month. 

The youth group is looking for volunteers to prepare 
dinner in April and May. We typically need food for 
about 20 people and would greatly appreciate your 
service. The youth eat at 6:00 and then you may 
leave after they are served. It is also a great way for        
congregation members to have a meal and get to 
know the youth a little better. If you would be      
willing to provide a meal, please call Rachelle at 

(307)277-5541.  

Our youth mission team is preparing for their   
Youthworks Mission trip this summer to Denver, CO 
June 16-21. We are still looking for another male  
chaperone to go on this trip. Not only is it a great 
opportunity for the youth, but can be life changing 
for adults as well. Please call the church office at 
234-9385 if you would be willing to join these  
amazing youth on their mission.  

 

It’s Time Again to think about helping out with the LENTEN  

LUNCHES!!! April 15-19.   

 

We are in need of a soup maker!  Are you  willing to make soup one of 

the days during Holy Week?  If so, please give Lori Johnson a call!  

307.262.7872  

      1.  PIE BAKERS – Ann Hines has volunteered to call again for    

bakers.  IF YOU BAKED PIES IN THE PAST – you are already on her 

list and she will be calling.  IF you haven’t and are wanting to help 

with pies, please be ready to let Ann know!!! 

    2.  LUNCH HELPERS!  Again, if you have helped in the past, please 

be willing to help again!  Either before lunch, during, or after lunch 

for cleanup!  It doesn’t take a lot of time and really is a help!   

Many in our church family do not know, and   
sometimes ask, how does UMW support different 
missions throughout the community?  Below are a 
few words of  thanks received from two of  the     
organizations that UMW helped this past year.: 
  

“On behalf  of  the Holy Cross board of  directors, I want to thank you for your consistent 
financial support of  the Holy Cross Center.  Your generosity helps us feed hungry families 
in our community.  May God continue to bless the United Methodist Women!” 
 
“You understand that everyone needs extra care and support at different times throughout 
their life.  Your amazing donation to Seton House this year of  $300 provides that care 
and support.  You also understand that life doesn’t always go as planned.  Even though you 
are working,  unexpected things happen that blow a hole in your budget.  Your gift will 
allow families to purchase simple but necessary personal items.  These are a small part of  
day-to-day life you have given to so many.  Thank you for providing Christmas every day 
for parents and children who deserve a little extra.” 



Nonprofit Organization Helps Older Job Seekers Re-enter Workforce 
 

For many older Wyomingites, going back to work is not an option - it’s a necessity that 
sometimes comes with challenges. Older adults who lack the right skills to re-enter      
today’s workforce might qualify for a local program that provides the chance to earn a 
paycheck while gaining hands-on work experience training and support –a stepping 
stone to employment.          
 
Experience Works, Inc., a national nonprofit organization, operates the Senior           
Community Service Employment Program or SCSEP in 20 Wyoming counties including 
Park. The U.S. Department of Labor-funded program is geared for people 55 and older 
who are unemployed, with limited annual incomes and limited job prospects. The      
program is free and available to those who qualify.  
 
“It’s an excellent way for older adults to earn a much-needed income while updating job 
skills and discovering new career possibilities.” says Kelly Smith, Wyoming state program 
manager for Experience Works. “The connection is especially important in counties 
where jobs are scarce but older people still need to work to make ends meet.”   
 
Participants spend an average of 20 hours each week in paid community service          
assignments at public and nonprofit organizations or Host Agencies, earning minimum 
wage –paid by Experience Works. Examples include performing clerical and                   
administrative duties at nonprofits; sorting donations at food banks; preparing meals 
and recreation at senior centers; or assisting in classrooms and libraries. As participants 
become job-ready, their efforts have a positive impact in their communities.  It’s a       
win-win. 
 
According to Smith, there are many instances when SCSEP participants are hired by the 
organizations where they are training. If that’s not possible, Experience Works offers a 
variety of additional training and supportive services such as developing a resume,      
improving interview skills, and identifying job opportunities.   
 
Currently, there are several openings in the program. Do you know someone who might 
be eligible –a friend, family member, or neighbor? For more information about enrolling 
or becoming a Host Agency, contact Experience Works Today: Toll free 888-278-9109 
Extension 2; or visit www.experienceworks.org.  

Easter Flower Donation Form 
 

To order flowers for the church on Easter, complete this form & return it, 

with payment of $16.99 per flower, by either placing it in the collection 

plate, putting it in the office mail box in the Koinonia room, bringing it to 

the office or mailing it in,  Attn: Linda. 
 

 

The deadline for ordering is Friday, April 12th  

and we must know how many flowers are needed prior to ordering. 

PLEASE PRINT – Thanks) 

 

(PLEASE INDICATE either “in memory of” or “in honor of”) 
 

In Memory/Honor of:    

 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2nd Flower, In Memory/Honor of:  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Given by:   ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

    

___   Please donate my flower to a shut-in, hospice or hospital patient. 

___ I will pick up my flower after the 11:00 service on Easter Sunday 

        OR on Tuesday, April 23rd after 9:00 a.m. in the SonRise room. 

       (Office is closed the Monday after Easter) 

___ I can help deliver plants on Tuesday, April 23rd.   
 

 
 

Please Enclose/attach 

$16.99 for each flower 

ordered with this form.   

 
  

http://www.experienceworks.org

