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WE WELCOME YOU TO THE                                                        
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, 
married, divorced, widowed, gay, confused, filthy 

   rich, comfortable, or dirt poor. 
 

We extend a special welcome to wailing babies and excited toddlers. 
 

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to  
yourself.  You’re welcome here if you’re just browsing; just woken up or just got 
out of prison.  We don’t care if you’re more Christian than Pope Francis, or      
haven’t been to church since Christmas ten years ago. 
 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and 
to teenagers who are growing up too fast.  We welcome keep-fit mothers, football 
dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte sippers, vegetarians, and junk food eaters.  
We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted.  We welcome you if 
you’re having problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized religion’. 
 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t 
work, can’t spell, or are here because granny is visiting and wanted to come to 
church. 
 

We welcome those who are tattooed, pierced, both or neither.  We offer a special 
welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down 
their throats as kids or got lost in town and wound up here by mistake.  We    
welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters…and YOU! 
        

                Jesus is here waiting for you, come on in and talk to Him. 
Adapted from St Anne’s, in Shankill Ireland 



FUMC 2018 FINANCIAL DATA 

    

 

ATTENDANCE 

STATISTICS 

January 2019 

DATE 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 5:00 PM TOTALS 

1/6/2019 188 139 43 370 

1/13/2019 119 73 44 236 

1/20/2019 92 120 45 257 

1/27/2019 147 88 48 283 

     

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES MONTHLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

YEARLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

December $62,861 $62,738 $124 ($16,409) 

Fe b r uar y Ac olyte  Sc he dule  

8 : 30  Se r vi ce  

 

February 3    Olivia Sausedo 
February 10 Casamia Parker 
February 17 Jacob Ruble 
February 24 Braden Bosco  

Thank you for serving your church in this important ministry!                     

The 2019 Altar  Flower 

Chart is located on the       

bulletin board by the      

elevator in the Koinonia 

Room. If a particular date 

is special to you or your family, please        

consider signing up to provide altar  flowers on 

that day. Please, contact Martha Rakestraw                                                           

at 262-6056  if you’d like to participate in this ministry.                                                                               

             Your flower donations are TRULY appreciated! 

The following dates are available for 

the gift of flowers 
 

February Altar Flowers 

February 3 

February 10 

February  17 Joe and Brenda Kennedy 

February 24 Steve and Vicki Cathey 

 

         

                    With Reverend Janet Forbes 

  Interim Senior Pastor 
ANTICIPATING THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW SENIOR  
PASTOR REV. DR. JANET FORBES  
 

The United Methodist Church has a unique way of matching   
pastors and congregations. Rather than local churches hiring their own pastors-
as in some denominations, United Methodist bishops appoint  pastors to serve. 
The primary goal of the appointment system is to match the gifts and graces of 
a particular pastor to the ministry needs of a  particular congregation at a      
particular time. 
 
To understand the appointive process, it helps to know a little about how the 
United Methodist Church is organized. We are a connectional church. That 
means individual congregations are part of a larger network known as an       
annual conference under the leadership of a bishop. Most annual conferences 
consist of several districts. Ordained clergy are members of an annual            
conference, rather than a local church.   Pastor Mary is a member of the Texas 
Conference (Houston Area) on loan to our region.  I am a retired member of the 
Mountain Sky Conference, which includes Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, and   
Montana. 
 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) represents the congregation       
officially in this process. The SPRC met with District Superintendent, Rev. Jeff 
Rainwater, in early December to initiate the process of receiving a new senior 
pastor. When the Bishop names a new candidate for our congregation, the 
SPRC will host an introductory conversation.   If there are no compelling reasons 
why the appointment should not go forward, the name of the new pastor will 
be announced to the congregation during worship in early spring.  I will serve as 
Interim Senior Pastor until June 1.  The new pastor will move to Casper after 
that date.    If you have questions about the appointment process of the United 
Methodist Church, direct your inquiry to the chairperson of the Staff Parish     
Relations Committee, Phil Johnson, or one the of the clergy team, Revs. Mary 
Schmidt and Janet Forbes (Interim).   



There is a chart on the refreshment table for our congregation to  
sign up to serve each other after each service. You only need to set 
out the cookies that are provided or bake and bring your own, and 
make the punch. (The  juices are provided) James will make the 
coffee for us, and he will clean the pot after the second service. There is some 
clean up needed, ie wiping the counters and washing the serving plates. Please 
consider signing up for one Sunday during the month. It will make this ministry a 
blessing for all of us. 

 Please keep in your prayers:   

Joyce and Leon Bell, Margo Smith, Marilyn Warnholtz, Muriel Pierce’s 

daughter, Jan, John Runge, Teresa Lebsock, Opal McInroy,  

Alan Cummings, Ruth Hartung, Loren Kamish, Judy Ruegsegger 

             

 

  One thing I have learned in life, is that change is  
  never easy. Even good change can be tough to  
  handle while you are going through it. To be  
  honest, change can leave me feeling anxious  
  and out of control. 
 
As you all know, we have been in the midst of major changes for the last 
few years, with the transition of various staff members.  We are more  
comfortable with the familiar and predictable. We like to know what to  
expect when we wake up each morning.  I like to know I can have my  
morning coffee and follow a routine.  But life is constantly changing. 
 
So, I decided to do some “homework” to see what I could do to help me 
cope with change.  What the Bible says has given me comfort and perhaps 
it can also encourage you, as we now begin to prepare for Pastor Janet 
leaving in a few short months and receiving a new Senior Pastor.        
Therefore, consider the following steps: 
 
1. Remember that God is in control of this Life.  We may have many “Why” 

questions, but let us remember that God has the answers. We must trust 
Him. 

2. God is with us.  He isn’t just there sometimes, but ALWAYS!!  God told 
Joshua 3 times, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  And that is what 
God is telling us now. 

3. Let us live out our faith by Trusting in the Bible and God’s promises 
found in the Scriptures. We must practice letting Go and giving our Fears 
to God. Trust that God will help us face tomorrow with Hope. Look to the 
next few months not with anxiety but with expectations.  God is preparing 
us right now for the future. 

4. Believe that God will ultimately carry out His plan. “He who began a good 
work in each of us, will carry it on to completion.”  And God will do far 
greater things than we can even imagine.  Therefore, let us place our   
futures into God’s hands.  Remember, He is Our Peace. 

 

Blessings, 

Mary  

 

We wish to give a HUGE THANK YOU to Ruth Doyle Hartung for 

making sure that the tables in the Sonrise Room are      

covered throughout the year!!! 

From Becky Ford:  

Thank you again for the wonderful support you gave to the     

Sharing Tree! The recipients were grateful and very           

appreciative. The Rescue Mission needed many items.       

Seton House needed  Women’s and Children’s items. Youth 

Crisis Center needed  clothing and the check to purchase items for those who   

arrived with nothing.  Needed Elementary schools items were distributed by the 

district nurse coordinator who determined where there was the greatest need.  

      SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 10!    

      Cakes and cupcakes will              

be sold in the Koinonia room  before the 

8:30 service, between services and if there 

is anything left, after the 11:00 service.  

All proceeds go to  missions. 

Our Sympathies  and prayers go to the families of: Verla Carter who passed December 

16, and Frank Mowery who passed January 13. 



SUNDAYS at FUMC 
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner 

 

 
 

Lent, Holy Week, TENABRAE and Easter are on the WayAsland is on the  
Move "a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 'Prepare the way for the  
Lord, make straight paths for him.'" Mark 1:3 
 
One of my favorite childhood stories, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is from the great 
lay theologian, C.S. Lewis. Lewis had a beautiful gift of being able to take the gospel and 
principals of Christianity and translate it into a mythological story that takes place in a      
mysterious hidden land of Narnia filled with talking animals, a snow queen, a powerful lion 
and a host of other magical creatures all interacting with children. Of course my favorite  
character is Asland the lion, who represents Jesus. I thought about my old friend Asland last 
Friday when the snow was falling in great flakes around me. I recalled the words from the 
story, “Asland is on the move”. The world of Narnia was in a deep winter anticipating the   
return of Asland who would melt the frozen world and breathe life into the frozen world and 
frozen hearts. Christ is coming to us; ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight paths for 
Him.’ I feel I am called to prepare my heart for Christ to reign in my life and over ministry at 
First United Methodist Church. It’s time to renew my walk, to turn my face to the rising sun.  
Let us break bread together on our knees. 
Let us break bread together on our knees. 
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 The days are getting longer, light is returning and Christ is coming to make a home in our 
hearts. We are fast approaching Lent; let us reflect on our personal journey with Christ as He 
prepares to make the way to the cross. Asland is coming, Christ is coming to breathe life into 
our weary souls.  

Tenebrae Service (Service of Shadows) Good Friday Night Service 
The word "tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is an ancient 
Christian Good Friday service that makes use of gradually diminishing light through the     
extinguishing of candles to symbolize the events of that week from the triumphant Palm  
Sunday entry through Jesus' burial. 
This increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and of   
hopelessness in the world without God. The service concludes in darkness, sometimes with 
a final candle, the Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary, symbolizing the death of Jesus. 
A loud noise may also sound symbolizing the closing of Jesus' tomb. The worshipers then 
leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and await the coming Resurrection. 

I have created a meaningful worship service and invite you to come sing in our    
Lenten Choir, read scripture extinguish candles or serve in any capacity God is   
leading you to do. We will begin learning the music for this powerful service on 
Wednesday nights at Jubilee Chorale rehearsal from 7:15 to 8:00pm. For more      
information contact Diane Frame at (307)277-4867. 

 
 
 

WORSHIP IN February    

 
 

February 3       A Holy Boldness  Psalm 40:1-10    Rev. Janet Forbes 
PILGRIMS ON THE WAY 
“Thus says the Lord:  ‘Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the  
ancient paths, where the good way lies; and walk in it, and find rest for 
your souls.”  Jeremiah 6: 16  
 

February 10  The Journey of Grace     Rev. Mary Schmidt 

Grace is the foundation and fuel of the spiritual journey.  Grace is the    
doctrine over which United Methodists will go to the mat.  It is the heart of 
our understanding of the nature of God and our picture of the Christian 
life, growing into the likeness of Christ on the journey toward maturity. 

 
February 17  A Certain Style – I      Rev. Janet Forbes   
These six words are poised, like an upside-down pyramid, on the base of a 
three-letter word. This little word resounds like a drumbeat, unleashing 
spiritual power wherever it is practiced in United Methodist congregations. 
This tiny, gigantic word is "All."  Three BLESSINGS offered to ALL:  All may 
come. All may receive. All may enjoy. 

 
February 24            A Certain Style – II     Rev. Janet Forbes  
The Methodist people live by a certain style, bearing three RESPONSIBILI-
TIES for ALL:  All must learn. All must serve. All must share. 
 
 
 
 

  



Attention FUMC leaders: If you have new information about a class or event, please 

make sure to submit it to the Express at express@fumccasper.com. We need your input to 
ensure the congregation is informed of current events in our church. 

Welcome the Casper Children’s Chorale 

Sunday, February 24 at the 11:00 Service 
 

Since 1979, the Casper Children’s Chorale has provided a   
positive and challenging choral experience for young singers 
in fourth through eighth grades. It was founded by Marcia 
Patton, a music educator and choral conductor, who believed 
that children would thrive in an inclusive musical         

community immersed in culture and the arts, in a program encouraging performance 
skills through diverse languages, musical styles, movement, and world rhythms.  Children 
from every background are given a foundation in music as a discipline that develops the 
mind, builds character, opens the world around them, and sustains the spirit.   
Celebrating their 40th year, First United Methodist welcomes the Casper Children’s       
Chorale to worship leadership on Sunday, February 24, at the 11:00 worship service. 

Mind, Body, Spirit 
Faith Keepers Women’s Ministry will be hosting our 

annual women’s Retreat on Saturday, February 2, from 

8:30 am– 12:00 p. in the  Sonrise Room.. Reverend 

Forbes will be the Key Note speaker.  There will be four breakout sessions on Financial 

Fitness, Depression and Christians, Healthy up your Eating, and Music and Art..       

Sign up sheets are found in the Koinonia Room .  

Jubilee Chorale 
You are invited and welcome to sing with us Sundays at the 11:00 am       
Liturgical Service. Our Chorale sings anthems each week and leads beloved 
traditional hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal accompanied by the 
Casavant Organ and Yamaha Grand Piano. Rehearsals are each Wednesday 
from 7:15 to 8:00pm.  
 
Grace Singers 
This choir leads worship at 8:30 am each week at our Expressive Service 
which is a blend of traditional hymns from the United Methodist Hymnal as 
well as modern worship music from Worship and Song and The Faith We 
Sing Hymnals. Grace Singers sing an anthem each week accompanied by 
piano, and a variety of  instruments such as guitar, flute and occasional 
hand drum. The Casavant Organ also accompanies some hymns. Rehearsals 
are Wednesdays from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. 
 
Faith Ignited (youth choir) 
All youth from sixth grade through senior year in high school are welcome 
to worship together in song every Wednesday Night from 5pm to 6pm in 
the Church Sanctuary. We sing a variety of songs drawn from today’s     
worship as well as beloved hymns. Faith Ignited sings at both 8:30am and 
11:00am services every third Sunday of the month. 
 
Christ Singers (children’s Choir) 
Children ages Kindergarten through Fifth Grade meet weekly Sunday    
afternoons from 4pm to 5pm. We study vocal and music skills; reading   
music, rhythm patterns, explore a variety of instruments, and practice  
playing and singing with bells together. Each week we read the Bible and 
sing songs connected to the scripture we explore. Christ Singers sing every 
second Sunday of the month at both 8:30 and 11:00am services. 
 

 



     

  

     

 Kingdom Club                                                                                      

Did you know that we have a thriving kids’ club in Kings Corner?  Well, we do! The       
Kingdom Kids Club starts right before our mission dinners on Tuesday and Sunday 
nights. Membership is free and open to anyone in grade school through junior high. 
When we gather before dinner the kids are invited to come to the head of the line to 
get their dinners first.  We say our pledge, led by one of the children (usually Richard, 
who is very good at it!): “I will be nice to everyone here. I will clean up my mess and 
put my tray away.  I will remember that God made me special, and he loves me very 
much, Hallelujah!”  The youngsters get their food and head back to the back room. 

     Let me tell you a bit about our awesome back room - Kingdom Theater.  We have  
comfy  chairs and a huge tv for watching shows like Veggie Tales and 321 Penguins. 
There are two long tables where the kids eat dinner, then do crafting or play games. 
The back half of the room is overflowing with toys for the little ones. We have a fridge 
with juice boxes and water bottles, cheese snacks, applesauce, and ice cream and 
popsicle treats for dessert. Our shelves in the front half of the room have lots of 
games - Jenga, Battleship, Monopoly etc., and  puzzles and books.  Sarah Tomasini 
has been finding lots of different crafts for the kids to work on. Lately they have been 
decorating snowflakes that she made out of popsicle sticks. Making slime was a big 
hit as well! 

 
 

    Once the preschoolers and babies are finished eating with their parents, they are 
dropped  off to the nursery workers who keep them busy in the back half of the room 
playing with the toys or being rocked in one of our two donated rocking chairs (thank 
you Diana Farrell and the Voights) while their parents attend the Tuesday night      
Upgrade Class, or the Sunday night worship service. 

 

 

     The number of children attending varies, but we usually have at least 10, and often 
as many as 14.  We have some who are there almost every week, and others who 
only come sporadically, but all are welcomed as old friends! The activities are led by 
the kids, who are free to decide what they want to do while they are there - games, 
crafts, watching tv. Our goal is to provide a safe space for them to hang out for a   
couple of hours, where they can just be themselves, and to plant the seed that church 
is a great place to be. Our four nursery workers and one volunteer play board games 
with the kids and do crafts right along side them, while they share stories about their 
day.   

     We just thought you should know! 

1 
Kaden Drake 
 
2 Ground Hog Day 
Justin Flores 
Roy Larsen     
Everlee Siems               
Max Tomasini 
Jeanne Tomb 
 
3 
Skip Curry 
David Dandridge 
Zak Kvislen 
Winne Scott 
Dorrie Shosh 
 
4 
Christopher Culver 
Austin Hinchey 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5                             
Allen Pedersen      
Elaina Sausedo   
 
6 
Peggy Busby 
Jayne Clark 
Abigail Flesvig 
Jenna Milliken 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
Merritt Benson 
Hailey Erbert 
Madison Hartnett 
Wilbur Yankey 
 
8 
Kane-Gabriel Decker 
Regina Johnson 
Earl Querin 
Bridger Tille 
 
9 
Deborah Barber 
Mataya Orth 
Debby Yankey 
 
10  
Deanna Archibald 
Corey Hittle 
Ashley Meyer 
Bob Tomb 
 
11 
Mark Adels 
Joshua Elliott 
Todd Kvislen 
 
12 
Denise Fulton 
William Gay 
Paige Hill 
Louise Turner 
 
13  
Herman Boner 
Harry Patterson 
Shaun Reinhart 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 VALENTINES DAY! 
Myrlu Bolles 
Steven Bunner 
Ethan Hinkle 
Tiffany Magnus 
Simon Martinez 
Suzanne Norden 
Steven Bunner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 
Vicki Cathey 
Kyle Chuman 
Ashlie Delach 
Grace Jenkins 
Taybor McCarthy 
Debra Slocum 
 
16 
Shirley Austin 
Danielle Bangs 
Joshua Oxley 
 
17 
Steven Tomasini 
Chelsie Tucker 
 

18 Presidents Day 
Bob Firebaugh 
Cleda Hughes 
Amanda McBeath 
Sandra Porter 
 
 
 
 

19 
Carla Itzen  
 
20  
Patricia Bell 
Dylan Briggs 
Abby Kennedy 
Mason Stillwell 
 
21 
Gavin Bishop 
Brenner Thoman 
 
22 
Tristan Bunner 
Karen Long 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 
Jeff Glass 
Peyton Hill 
Justin Rainwater 
 
24 
Katie Farley 
 
25 
Travis Koch 
Emrullah Sarac 
Hannah Wheeler 
 
 
 
 

26 
Debbie Bovee 
Joanne Garone 
Cindy Hill 
Carrie Jordan 
Scott Kroll 
Kayla Kukus 
Victor Rodriguez 
 
27 
Diana Farrell 
 
28 
Chandler Kaiser 
 

**29 
Stanley Johnson 
Mandi Quinones 
 

NOT A LEAP     

YEAR 



February Events 
With the New Year under way, many new things 
are happening in youth group. After our great 
time at our January lock-in, we set up a youth 
council that will be planning fun and exciting 
youth activities. Make sure you join us on 
Wednesday nights from 6-8 pm in King's      
Corner! All middle school and high school youth 
are welcome.  
We are also excited to introduce a new  
co-director of youth group. Cody Horkan will be 
joining Rachelle Tucker as a leader for the  
group. Cody is an elementary school teacher 
and has experience working with and leading 
both middle and high school students. We are 
excited for all the wonderful new things to come 
in youth group! 

  
CHRIST SINGERS (Children’s Choir K-5th) 

Christ Singers has resumed rehearsals Sunday, from 4:00pm to 5:00pm in the 

sanctuary. Join us as we learn songs about Jesus. We will sing every second 

Sunday of the month. 

 

 

The Youth Choir and Faith Ignited 

have sung several times for our 

church services.  They are singing  

beautifully and are  adding so much 

to our service!  If there are youth out 

there you know who like to sing, send 

them to Diane Frame.  She will welcome them 

with open arms! 

Music Camp coming  

Summer 2019!!! 
 

Rehearsals are June 24th through the 

June 29th,  We perform at both 8:30 

and 11:00 am services on Sunday, 

June 30th. Be sure to mark your      

calendars and get ready to sign your 

child up in February!!  

Children K-5th grade. 

Middle School welcome! 



Help wanted/needed! 

The Thrift Shop is still open and won’t be moving  
until this spring. 

The Thrift Shop still needs people to work at the 
shop. Both men and women can apply. Saturdays 
are our busiest and most lucrative day.   

Please prayerfully consider joining our staff once a 
month. Please call : Co-Managers 

Gail Bowman, 277-9033 

Anne Carlsen, 262-7935 

Purpose Driven Life Sunday School/Bible Study: 
 The class has begun a video based study called,         

Balancing Life’s Demands—Biblical Priorities for a 

Busy Life featuring Reverend Chip Ingram.                                          

A study Guide is available for $5.00 

Bring your coffee and cookie and join us at 9:45 in the 

Parlor on the second floor 

2019 UMW Board Officers 
President:  Lori Johnson 
Secretary:  Linda Brubaker 
Treasurer:  Diane Payne 
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson 
Education & Interpretation:  Rita Livingston 
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann Hines 
Nominations:  Executive Board 
Program Resources:  Wanda Bennett 
Social Action:  Genene Quick 
Spiritual Growth:  Brenda Doyle                
Youth Coordinator:  Ruth Hartung 

Mary Martha Group 

meets the 2nd Tuesday of 

the month 1:00 pm in the 

SonRise Room.                                                                                         

Hannah Group      

meets the 3rd Thursday of 

the month at 9:30 a.m. in 

the SonRise Room.                                                                                             

Naomi Group         

meets the 3rd  Thursday 

of the month at 9:30 a.m. 

in a member’s home. 

We encourage you to  

contact one of our group 

leaders to learn more 

about UMW or to attend 

one of the meetings.                                                

WOMEN MINISTERING TO OTHER WOMEN 

We are looking for women who would like to learn more about God in a one -on-
one experience.  We have trained leaders who would like to meet with other 
women to study the Bible together and using “Experiencing God’s Presence”. 
This will be an 8 week study.  We want to help women walk closer to God and 
connect with other women through a mentoring program.  If you are interested, 
please call Pastor Mary.         

Stephen Ministry Update 

        Life is full of challenges and at times we could benefit from care and 

support.  Stephen Ministers can provide the emotional and spiritual care we need 
when faced with a crisis or difficulty such as: 

---Job loss                                            ---Aging 

—Hospitalization                                  --- Divorce or separation 

---Loss of a loved one                          ---Recovery after an accident or disaster 

--Serious illness                                   ---Spiritual crisis 

                                  ---Loneliness or discouragement 

  Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry and our ministers have participated in 
50 hours of training.  Our new class of Stephen Ministers will be commissioned 
in March and will be available to work with our church family.  If you could benefit 
from the care of a Stephen  Minister or know someone who could, please contact 
Dr. Patricia Bell, Kelly Schweda or Pastor Mary Schmidt for more               
information. 

  

If you have items to donate to our United Methodist 
Thrift Shop, please take them to  

611 W. Collins. 
If you are at the back door with items call 234-6611 

and someone will let you in. 



REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS  
 

Sundays:  9:40 am           Sunday School Classes 

  4:00 pm                    Christ Singers Choir Practice (Sanctuary)  

  5:00 pm           The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner) 

  5:30 pm           The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner) 

Mondays: 6:00 pm           Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays) 

  7:00 pm                    Koinonia Ringers Practice 

  7:00 pm           NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10) 

Tuesdays: 9:30—11:00 am           Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time. 

  12:00 pm          Men’s Bible Study (Parlor) 

  5:00 pm           Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday) 

              Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com. 

  5:00 pm           Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor) 

  5:30 pm           Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner) 

Wednesdays: 5:00 pm                     Faith Ignited Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 

  6:00 pm                   Youth Group (SonRise Room) 

  6:30 pm                    Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor) 

  6:30 pm                        Grace Singers Practice 

  7:00 pm            Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12) 

  7:15pm           Jubilee Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 

  8:00 pm           NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10) 

Thursdays: 1:30 pm           Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays  

  5:00 pm             Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday) 

             Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com 

  7:00 pm           Emotions Anon (Room 10) 

Fridays: 8:30 pm           NA Meeting (Room 10) 

Saturdays: 8:30 am           Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays 

  10:00 am          Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
 

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room 

         February’s book is “Elegance of the Hedgehog” by  Muriel Barbery 

*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month, 1:00pm in the SonRise Room 

*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am 

 (Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.) 

*Creative Worship Community/NR4HCPlayers: 3rd Monday of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Room 

*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room 

*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am 

*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm 

*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed. 
 

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, February 17h   

(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, February 296h ) 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—FEBRUARY 2019 

A WAY FORWARD: GENERAL CONFERENCE, FEBRUARY 23-26, 2019 

 

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General       

Conference of The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 

2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to receive and act on a   

report from the Commission on a Way Forward. The 32-member          

Commission was authorized by General Conference 2016 to examine     

paragraphs in The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and    

exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church. More information 

about the Called General conference session can be found at www.umc.org   

Print resources for your continuing learning are available in the Koinonia 

Room. 

2019  St Louis Missouri Men! You are invited to attend a Men’s Bible Study every Tuesday at noon in 
the parlor.  Merritt Benson and Chris Culver will lead a lively discussion on the 
Gospel of Matthew, with a word-by-word video to reinforce the lesson. 

The class will start promptly at Noon, and close with a prayer a few minutes   
before 1 pm.  Bring your own lunch and drink.  Bibles provided.  Questions? 
Call Merritt Benson at 307-277-7410 or  Chris Culver at  307-259-7062. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Vacation Bible School is now on the calendar: 

July 15- 18,2019 from 9:00am-12:00 noon. This year our kids will learn 

about… “SUPER HEROES OF THE BIBLE”. 
Children ages 5 years old – 5th grade are invited to participate.  Youth from 

6th grade thru High School are encouraged to sign up as teen helpers. 

Bobbie Larsen will direct this fun week.  Volunteers are needed to help with 

snacks, teaching and crafts.  If you would like more information, please 

contact Pastor Mary. 

mailto:media@fumccasper.com
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-set-date-for-special-2019-general-conference
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-human-sexuality-homosexuality


FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
CASPER, WYOMING 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING CONCERNING THE APPOINTMENT  
OF OUR NEW SENIOR PASTER 

 
Held - SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019 

THE SANCTUARY at 9:45am 
 

RESULTS OF THE CHURCH AND PASTOR CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 
Emily Farley 

There were 13 questions based on the SPR concerns for the church. There 
were 110 responses. These are a few of the questions and only the top three 
responses: 
Problems faced in community to be addressed by FUMC:  
Lack of participation by young families in church communities, homelessness 
and poverty, drug and/or alcohol abuse. 
Reasons for finding FUMC as their church home:                                  
preaching excellence, friendliness, personal invitation..  
 

Three biggest reasons for leaving the church:                                             
Not feeling connected, declining youth programs, change in music ministry,      
 

Future trends for FUMC the next 5 years:                                                      
Aging congregation, diminishing volunteers, care for an old church building. 
 

Primary goals for next five years:  
Reaching out to young families, welcoming a new pastor and visioning the future 
together, growing ministries with children and youth. 
 

Convictional stance of FUMC: All are welcome, Traditional, Missional 
 

Strengths FUMC needs in pastoral leadership: Preaching excellence,      
growing membership, motivating & empowering others 
 

What characteristics in a pastor would not be helpful here:  
Timid/no authority, Narrow mindedness, fundamentalist.  
 

Special Ongoing Programs: Mission Dinners, Wind River Reservation, Good      
Neighbor Settlement House in Texas.  
 

Additional Comments: Attract and Recover Members Through Strong    
Preaching, Leadership and Management of staff, Attract Young Families.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPDATE BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ON THE STATUS OF THE CHURCH PARSONAGES 

John Scherlin 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

UPDATE BY THE STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON THE CONSULTATION PROCESS TO RECEIVE A NEW SENIOR PASTOR 

Phil Johnson 

We have been collecting information and passing it on to Rev. Jeff Rainwater, 
our District Supervisor 
We will be introducing someone in the next few months.  
The Bishop will make the final decision 

 
 

UPDATE BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ON THE STATUS OF THE CHURCH PARSONAGES 

John Scherlin 
 
Both Parsonages are in need of fixing up .  
The Parsonage on Bellaire will need approximately $65,000  worth of repair     
before we can sell it. 
We are finding that parsonages are a thing of the past ; most pastors prefer to 
invest in their own residence so when they retire they have a place to live. 
Today’s requirements for parsonages are they have to have a minimum of three 
bedrooms and three bathrooms. Neither of our parsonages meet those        
standards. We will be applying for a loan through the Rocky Mountain            
Conference. The proceeds from the sales will be invested and the income used 
for housing allowances for new pastors.  
We have two options: to keep the parsonages and rent them out, or sell them.        
Whichever we decide, the parsonages will have to be updated and repaired.  
We as a congregation need to vote in order to sell the parsonages, therefore 
there will be a church  conference set for 
February 10 for us to decide our         
preference. 
 
If you desire a copy of the Church and 
Pastoral Profile Survey Results            
conducted last November, you can pick 
up a copy in the church office or  
Koinonia room 


