First United Methodist Church
332 East Second Street
Casper, Wyoming 82601-2506

This newsletter is about events
October, 2018.
Submissions Deadline for the next
“Express”:
Sunday October 21, 2018
(*Email submissions are encouraged:
exp res s@ fu m cca sp e r.c om )
“The Express” Staff
Editor: Linda Brubaker
Asst. to the editor: Linda Gehres
Reporters: FUMC Members

First United Methodist Church
Casper, Wyoming
Bishop
Bishop Karen Oliveto
1-800-536-3736
District Superintendent
Rev. Jeff Rainwater
307-274-2105

Worship Services - 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
The Third Contemporary Worship Service - 5:00 p.m.

Phone: 307-234-9385
Email: office@fumccasper.com
Website: www.fumccasper.com
October 2018

Vol. 31, Number10

C
h
a
m
b
e
r
O
r
c
h
e
s
t
r
a
R
e
h
e
a
r
s
a
l

Senior Pastor
Reverend Janet Forbes

I
f

Associate Pastor
Mary Schmidt

y
o
u

WEEKDAY OFFICE HOURS
8:30a.m.—12:00
&
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The Time Between Times
with Rev. Dr. Janet Forbes, Interim Senior Minister

Greetings, friends in Christ.
Thank you for your gracious welcome! I am so pleased to be
serving First United Methodist Church as the Interim Senior
Minister. I retired from active ministry in 2016 after serving congregations in
Highlands Ranch, Colorado; Cheyenne, Wyoming; Grand Junction and Colorado
Springs, Colorado; and Nashville, Tennessee, as well as serving on the Rocky Mountain
Conference Cabinet. I am married to Bob Davis, a structural engineer (retired). We
enjoy hiking, snow-shoeing, fishing, gardening, reading and pulling our trailer through
the National Parks. We have an 18-year-old Lhasa Apso named Chewy.
Our first worship series, The Time Between Times, invites the resources of faith,
scripture, and community so that we might thrive and heal in this season of change
and transition. We will affirm God’s presence, attention, and intention during
turbulent times. We’ll also learn about the work of grief and loss. The mission of First
United Methodist Church to celebrate, connect, and serve Christ from the heart of
Casper will ground the way forward and help us prepare for a new chapter.
Our home church prayed for me and Bob in this adventure. In the anointing with oil, I
remembered all the things I love about Wyoming: the beauty of the prairie, the
rugged edges of the mountains, the smell of desert sage, the wandering antelope and
elk, the friendliness of the people, and the best ice cream ever!
Even when hearts are broken, I want the image of our church tower to anchor us in
that love toward home, family, church, and community. Let’s remember God’s
promise: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29)
The news is good!
Grace,
Rev. Janet

The 2018 Altar Flower
September Altar Flowers
Chart is located on the
October 7
bulletin board by the
October 14
elevator in the Koinonia
October 21
Room. If a particular date October 28
is special to you or your family, please
consider signing up to provide altar flowers on
that day. Please, contact Martha Rakestraw at 262-6056 if you’d like to
participate in this ministry.
Your flower donations are TRULY appreciated!

October Acolyte Schedule
8:30 Service
October 07
October 14
October 21
October 28

Leah Malody
Hope Wheeler
Erin Aune
Jacob Ruble

DATE

8:30 AM

11:00 AM

5:00 PM TOTALS

9/2/2018

117

78

40

235

9/9/2018

165

One
service

38

203

9/19/2018

131

81

29

241

9/23/2018

155

75

37

267

ATTENDANCE
STATISTICS
October 2017

9/30/2018

FUMC 2018 FINANCIAL DATA
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

August

$33,776

$40,611

MONTHLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($6,835)

YEARLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($18,727)

Thank you Handbell Choir for serving us during
fellowship hour between services in October
Thank you Board of Trustees who served us during September

Congrataulations !
To Liesl and Dan Sisson who became the proud parents of
Claire Frances born September 14 in Wheatland! She was 8
pounds 6 oz and 19 3/4 inches long! Tanya and Pete
Peterson are the proud grandparents!
Please keep in your prayers:
Our Pastors, Brian, Mary, and Reverend Janet Forbes,
Melissa Van Buren, Ruth Hartung’s Sister, Merrily, and our military
Our Sympathy goes out to the family of Helen Rake who passed
August 29th in Colorado. She was interred here in Casper. She
had been a long time member of FUMC . Pastor Mary officiated
the burial.
The ministers of FUMC have a Pastor’s Discretionary fund that they use for
people who are in dire need of help. It is funded by donations from our
congregation. If you feel called to donate to this fund, our pastors would be
most appreciative of your gift.

If you put a complaint or suggestion in the offering
plate, please sign your name to it so a Pastor can
discuss it with you.

Don't forget that on line giving is a convenient way to
continue your giving if you are out of town. Just go to the
Web sight and click on the on line giving and sign up!
We invite your child to be an Acolyte. This is a ministry that is available for children
and it is important to our church! 3-6 grades Call Mary Wheeler about training 277-0251

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

What Brought You to Church

In his book Making Your Church More Inviting, Roy M. Oswald
reports on a survey that asked folks, “What brought you to the
church that you attend?” Their answers were enlightening:
2% - an advertisement
6% - an invitation by the pastor
6% - an organized evangelistic outreach program
86% - an invitation by a friend or family member
A second question was asked: What brought you to seek a church
family?” The percentage of responses went like this:
50% - had just moved into the area
10% - were moving into a marital relationship
40% - were experiencing some sort of crisis or transition
Oswald takes the two sets of percentages and draws the following
conclusion:
We find that people are going to be the most receptive to an invitation
to attend a church when (1) they are going through some sort of
transition (moving, marriage, personal crisis) and (2) they were
invited during that time by someone they know and trust.
Do YOU know anyone going through a time of transition? Then this
would be a great time to reach out and let them know how much you
care. We are so blessed to have the Rev. Dr. Janet Forbes here in
leadership this year. It would be a great time to introduce them to this
great pastor and leader. Why don’t you invite someone to church this
weekend!
Grace and Peace,
Mary

Choirs are Up and Running!
We have opportunities for you to join us in worship through singing and
orchestra.
I have already begun rehearsing for the Christmas Cantata, as it will be here
before we know it! Performance will be Sunday, December 9th at both
services. I have positions left in the Cantata Orchestra available for viola,
clarinet, French horn, and oboe. Must have at least five years of training on
your instrument. Call Diane at 307-277-4867.
Festival Choir (Adults and Teens)
Sing with us as we prepare our beautiful Christmas Cantata filled with
familiar and beloved hymns and carols. Rehearsal is every Wednesday from
7:15 to 8:00pm in the sanctuary.
Christmas Musical for Children ages K-5th Grade
Straight Out of Bethlehem
Join us each Sunday from 4pm to 5pm for Christ Singers, Children’s Choir.
We are learning songs to sing in church on the second Sunday of each month
as well as digging into our CHRISTMAS MUSICAL, Straight Out of
Bethlehem!! There are singing parts, acting and dancing. You won’t want to
miss being a part of this fun musical telling the story of Jesus birth. We will
perform the musical in church at both services on December 16th. CD’s and
books are available at rehearsal.
Faith Ignited Choir (6th through 12th grade)
Come sing and worship with us each Wednesday night from 5-6, just before
youth group. We will sing every third Sunday in Church. Also, we will
build a worship team to lead songs in youth group.

1
Judith Goodman
Char Price
Preston Underwood
Reese Underwood
Judy Wilcox
2
Tony Hedges
Linda Kammerer
Gabrielle Kvislen
Amber Lebsock

7
Curtis Cox
Bonny Sutter
Kaitlyn Wondra

14
Jeff Clark
Noah Grimmie
Adam Thornton

8
Walt Hein
Sadie Miner
Carol Shively

15
Grayson Dodson

9
Mikal Miner (Mike)

16
Beth Cross
Sharon Hinkle
Hope Marsh
Gearld Simpson
Jo Zagar

3
Debby Hoerle
Lloyd Loftin
Peggy Meining

10
Emily Bisiar
Marilee Pickering
John Scherlin

4
Peggy Ball
Toni Lynn Briggs
Carter Cox
Cooper Cox
David Harrington
Dianne Hartnett
Jane Sizemore
Hank True

11
Abby Boatman
Nancy Doelger
Susan Thomas
18
Lindsey Underwood Coby Faulkner
Connie Richardson
12
Steve Frame
19
Kade Wheeler
Richard Dalgar no

5
Stu Crouse
Terrell Oliver
Scott Rickabaugh
Jim Ruble

13 Harvest Festival
Lois Centanino
Edward Hager
Thomas Jones
Vivian Kammerer
Arlene Larson
Paula Olson
Christine Stebbins

6
Mark Green
Mercedes Moore

17
Sean Cummings
Jocelyn Faulkner
Darci Smith
Jana Williamson

20
Elizabeth Flesvig
21
Angie Jones
Margie Madden
Brian Nolte
Gregory Tucker
Katherine Wilson

22
Maya Rodriguez
Charles Schmitt

28
Meeshla Bovee
Morgan Jones

23
Julie Gazdiewich
Dylan Marker

29
Stephanie Sleep

24
Ray Clark
Debra Olenyik
Steve Salvato
25
Kaitlyn Cook
Amanda Konings
Anne Marken
Tiana Ortiz
Kade Stoner
26
Douglas Amundson
Jeanne Aro
Kelly Eastes
Dwaine Forsyth
Morgan Harshman
Tyler Kroll
Ruth Mitich
Matt Whaley
27
Abbigail Cerny
Mike Pyska
Barbara Simmons

30
Ben Howard
Perry Mowery
Dan Stoval
31
Miranda Hedstrom
ZacharyHutchinson
Nathan Long
Hannah Shugart
Barry Whitaker

What on Earth Am I Here For? is an updated version of the Purpose Driven Life by
Pastor Rick Warren
The study guide is $5.00 and can be be purchased from Merritt Benson in class.
You can find the book at Hobby Loby for $10.00 or you can bring your Purpose Driven Life
book.
OR, just come . Grab your coffee and cookie and plan to join us! You’ll be glad you did!
Sunday morning opportunity
Open invitation to women of all ages
Sundays 9:45-10:30 upstairs in the Library (across the hall from the
Parlor). Join us for casual conversations about anything . Bring your
coffee and cookie and relax in a comfy chair while we have our discussion!

Sisters are studying the book Seamless by Angie Smith. In 7
sessions, Seamless covers the people, places, and promises of
the Bible, tying them together into the greater story of Scripture.
Whether you've grown up hearing Bible stories or you're
exploring Scripture for the first time, the full story of the Bible
can be overwhelming.
Experience the Bible as a whole as you gain clarity and confidence in your
understanding of Scripture. Discover a biblical context that reshapes and brings to life
stories from the Old and New Testaments.
Each week is accompanied by maps, general Bible facts, and word studies.
Sisters meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in the Parlor or Library depending on
number attending and/or scheduling around other groups. Please let Lori Johnson
(262-7872) or Rose-Mary King (262-4861) know if you would like to attend and order
a book. Cost of book will be $13.00 or an eBook version is also available.
Are you at least 55+, low income and looking to make a difference in a child’s or
senior’s life while earning a tax free stipend? The Foster Grandparent & Senior
Companion Program is looking for seniors who would like to contribute to our
community! Please call Vernita Lackey @Wyoming Senior Citizens Inc. for more
Information 307-235-5959

2018 UMW Board Officers
President: Lori Johnson
Secretary: Linda Brubaker
Treasurer: Diane Payne
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson
Education & Interpretation: Rita Livingston
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann Hines
Nominations: Executive Board
Program Resources: Wanda Bennett
Social Action: Genene Quick
Spiritual Growth: Brenda Doyle

Mary Martha Group
meets the 2nd Tuesday of
the month 11:30 a.m.. in
the SonRise Room.
Hannah Group
meets the 3rd Thursday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. in
the SonRise Room.
Naomi Group
meets the 3rd Thursday
of the month at 9:30 a.m.
in a member’s home.
We encourage you to
contact one of our group
leaders to learn more
about UMW or to attend
one of the meetings.

Women of the church!
When you are considering the activities in which you would like to
participate this fall, please consider the United Methodist Women Groups.
This is an opportunity to get to know more women in your church and to do
good works for missions. It won’t take a lot of your time, and you may just
like what we do! So, come, join us at one of our group meetings! We look
forward to seeing you in one of our groups!
The Sound and Media Teams are in GREAT
NEED of help!!! Volunteers are NEEDED to
help Dave Harrington with sound on Sunday
mornings. Volunteers are NEEDED on the
Media Team to design the service (what you
see on the screens) and/or be a presenter at 11:00. Training for sound and
media will be provided. Contact Dave Harrington – 234-2906 for sound,
Lester Lebsock – 259-6543 for media. THANK YOU!!!!

Stephen Ministry

We are starting a new class beginning Oct.1. The group will study
“Life’s Healing Choice” by Rick Warren for the first 8 weeks and then
begin the training course beginning Nov.26. You will learn how to
offer care, prayer, encouragement, and home visitation to persons in
need of support and understanding. If you would like more information
about this vital ministry contact Pastor Mary.
Stephen Ministry is sponsoring a church wide Bible Study beginning
Oct. 1 at 6:00pm in the parlor. Pastor Rick Warren shares 8 sessions
in this video study and workbook that will lead you step-by-step
through the hurts, hang-ups, bad habits and a self-discovery
process. This is a biblically based study that will help you confront,
overcome and heal from painful experiences. Workbooks are
$8.00. Sign up sheets will be out soon. For more information contact
Pastor Mary.

Men’s noon BiBle study
Men! You are invited to attend a Men’s Bible Study every Tuesday at
noon in the parlor. Merritt Benson and Chris Culver will lead a lively
discussion on the Gospel of Matthew, with a word-by-word video to
reinforce the lesson.
The class will start promptly at Noon, and close with a prayer a few
minutes before 1 pm. Bring your own lunch and drink. Bibles
provided. Questions: Call Merritt Benson at 307-277-7410 or
Chris Culver at 307-259-7062.

Wonderfully Made! Wonderfully
Changed!
What do you do when someone else
turns your world upside down? Casper
Vital Network invites all women and
older girls (13 and up) to a no-charge
Continental Breakfast, on October 6th from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at
King’s Corner (112 South Beech St.). Enjoy breakfast and networking
with “the girls,” and music by Diane Lynn. Then several courageous
women share their short stories about “coming back” after being
personally violated. How does one’s faith-walk help heal a body,
mind, and heart that are broken? Our event will conclude with an
opportunity to fashion a bracelet that says’ “I am me, and I am
beautiful!” For more information call Julie at 235-8848 or Sally at
577-5144.
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LAMB is changing its program to include all women with or
without children, young, middle aged and senior aged ladies.
LAMB’s will meet each Thursday from 11:30 to 1:30. at Kings
Corner for a video Bible study.
LUNCH IS INCLUDED and it’s free ! So come see what LAMB is all
about.
If you’d like to make soup and/ or salad for one of the meetings, it
would be happily received and deeply appreciated just contact
Blithe Cummings: 277-6631

FREE October Harvest Festival
Sponsored by FUMC Women’s Ministry
October 13, 2018
King’s Corner
1:00-4:00 PM

What do you do when someone else turns your world upside
down? Casper Vital Network invites all women and older girls (13
and up) to a no-charge Continental Breakfast, on October 6th at
9:00 a.m. – 11:00a.m. Come to King’s Corner (112 South Beech
St.) and enjoy breakfast and networking with ladies of all ages.
Then hear several courageous women share their short stories about
“coming back” after being personally violated. How does one’s
faith-walk help heal a body, mind, and heart that are broken?
Diane Frame will provide inspirational music, followed by Neva
Bodin, sharing some thoughts about being a woman“Wonderfully Made, Wonderfully Changed.” Our event will
conclude with an opportunity to fashion a bracelet that says’ “I am
me, and I am beautiful!”
No reservations are required for this event. A free will offering will
be accepted to help cover costs, but is not required.
Casper Vital Network (a part of Stonecroft Ministries) is a
non-denominational group of Christian women who believe that
when women are connected, communities are impacted in positive
ways. It is a chance to further our own spiritual growth, while
helping others grow in their faith, as well. We want to create an
atmosphere where every woman feels like she belongs to
something worthwhile, meeting every woman “where she is, as she
is.”
For questions, please call Julie Gazdiewich at 235-8848 or Sally
Robbins at 577-5144.

Music by Buffalo Scout begins at 2:00 PM
The Women’s Ministry group known as the Faith Keepers is
sponsoring a FREE October fellowship gathering on October 13.
This event is for the whole family. There will be games, pumpkin
decoratiing, hay rides, music by Buffalo Scout and Red Butte, photo
booth, “Best Pie” contest, and a Treat Walk for 25¢ a turn. (Think of
Cake walk but with a variety of sweet treats.).
Calling all pie makers!
If you would like to enter the “Best Pie” contest, make and deliver
your pie to King’s Corner by noon on October 13. Three
distinguished judges will taste the pies and award ribbons for the
1) tastiest, 2) most unique, 3) flakiest crust and 4) prettiest pie.
Pie will be served for $1.00 a slice.
We hope to see you on Saturday, October 13th.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—OCTOBER 2018
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays:

Mondays:
Tuesdays:

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

Fridays:
Saturdays:

9:40 am
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
12:15—12:45 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
11:30 am
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
Christ Singers Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner)
The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner)
Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com.
Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Bach’s Lunch Organ Concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy!
Faith Ignited Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
Youth Group (SonRise Room)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Grace Singers Practice
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
L.A.M.B.S (King’s Corner)
Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
Emotions Anon (Room 10)
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays
Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
October’s book is “Bear Town” by Fredrik Backman
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month in the SonRise Room
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am
(Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.)
*Creative Worship Community/NR4HCPlayers: 3rd Monday of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Room
*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, October 21st
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, October 30th )

Christian Education at FUMC
Children and Youth Classes
Children’s Sunday School is for children 4 years old
thru 5th grade. Classes will meet upstairs on the 3rd
floor. 9:45
Teresa Lebsock, Karen Tomasini, and LuAnn Allhusen will direct this program.
Youth Sunday School will meet with Lisa Carter down stairs in Room 12. This is for 6th
– 12 grades. 9:45
Evening Youth Group will meet every Wednesday at King’s Corner for youth in 6th
grade -12th grade. A meal will be served at 6:00 pm and the group concludes at 8:00 pm.
Rachelle Tucker and Keli Tatum are co- youth directors.

Adult Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Purpose Driven Life will meet in the Parlor with Merritt Benson as lead teacher. This
fall the class will study, “What on Earth Am I Here For” by Rick Warren
Kindness Challenge with Anne Marken will meet in room 207 (across from the parlor)
SOS Class meets in the Lion’s Dean with Denny Swafford. The class is studying “Jesus
Calling”.

Weekly Bible Studies
Sisters Bible Study is for all women. Their fall study is “Seamless” by Angie Smith and
it covers the people, places, and promises of the Bible, tying them together into the
greater story of Bible. Lori Johnson and Rose Mary King are leaders. This class meets
on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. in the Parlor or Library.
New! Men’s Bible Study – calling all men to meet for study and fellowship beginning
Tuesday, Sept. 18th at noon-to 12:50 pm in the Parlor. A video study will emphasize
Bible readings from the Gospel of Matthew. Bring your own lunch, a drink and your
Bible. Merritt Benson and Chris Culver will be the class leaders.
Monday Night Bible Study – Beginning Oct. 1 at 6:00 pm join Pastor Mary for “Life’s
Healing Choices.” This video study and workbook will lead you through the hurts,
hang-ups and bad habits and discover healing and hope. Registration in the Koinonia
Room. Books are $8.00.
For more information regarding any of these classes contact Pastor Mary.

October Events

It's a new school year for
our youth! With a new
school year we bring a
new youth group. Come
join us at 6:00pm in
Fellowship Hall for A free
meal and lots of fun. For
grade 6th-12th. Bring
friends! In October we will
be featuring Kindness and
how we can show it in
our community.

Hey Kids! Have your Mom or dad or Grandma or
Grandpa bring you up to the Third floor at 9:45 for
Sunday School ! Come take a walk through the Bible with us.
Have your mom or dad , grandma or grandpa come pick you
up at 10:45!
Four year olds through 5th Grade are encouraged to come spend an
hour Learning about the Old Testament and Jesus on their walk
through the Bible.

Faith Ignited:
Middle School- High
School – Guys and
Girls - Faith Ignited

ministers once a
month in church on the third Sunday at both
services and rehearses Wednesday evenings
from 5pm to 6pm in the Sanctuary. This group
sings and is developing a worship band to
accompany the singers. Please join us
whenever you wish, you are always welcome!

Christ Singers: Kindergarten through 5th Grade – Come Each Sunday from
4pm to 5pm in the sanctuary to experience instruments, music, Bible stories
and much, much more! Christ Singers minister in music at the 8:30 and 11:00am
services on the second Sunday of each month. We will also start looking at our
special Christmas Musical “Straight Outta Bethlehem”. We have CD’s for you to
learn the Christmas Music. The children’s Christmas program is scheduled for
Sunday, December 23, 2018. Bring your friends; you will have a BLAST!!

Youth Group is off to a good
start!

The new year is underway and Youth Group is in full swing. In October, we will be focusing on kindness and plan to show kindness in our
community. Youth group is for everyone in 6-12th grade. Bring a friend!
Location Change: Youth group will now be held each week in Fellowship Hall from 6:00-8:00.
Each Wednesday we start with dinner at 6:00 followed by our program. We are hoping that all meals can be provided by families of youth and the
congregation. If you would be willing to provide a meal for the youth, please contact Keli or Rachelle or go to this site to sign up:
https://goo.gl/forms/lrhptG2t7IdsaXCE3
We are also looking for volunteers who may want to come and lead a program for the youth one night. If this is something that you are interested in,
please let Keli or Rachelle know. For more information on youth happenings and updates, like the youth group Facebook page @fumcyouthcasper.

