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November 4    Consecration Sunday 

November 9         Andre Umbacher Organist 7:30              

November 18th    UMW Bake Sale  

November 18th    Third Grade Bible Ceremony 

November 22nd   Thanksgiving! 

November 28th   Art Corp Pianist, Nina McIntire 7:30 



FUMC 2018 FINANCIAL DATA 

    

 

ATTENDANCE 

STATISTICS 

October 2018 

DATE 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 5:00 PM TOTALS 

10/7/2018 128 73 43 244 

10/14/2018 123 89 54 266 

10/21/2018 116 102 50 268 

10/28/2018 146 94 23 263 

     

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES MONTHLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

YEARLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

September $44,319 $35,609 $8,709 ($10,017) 

Oc tob er  Ac olyte  Sc he dul e  

8 : 30  Se r vi ce  

 

    November 4  Hope Wheeler 
    November 11 Leah Malody 
    November 18 Erin Aune 
    November 25 Casamia Parker              
  Thank you for your service 

The 2018 Altar  Flower 

Chart is located on the       

bulletin board by the      

elevator in the  Koinonia 

Room. If a particular date 

is special to you or your family, please        

consider signing up to provide altar  flowers on 

that day. Please, contact Martha Rakestraw at   262-6056  if you’d like to         

participate in this ministry.                                                                                    

        Your flower donations are TRULY appreciated! 

 

NovemberAltar Flowers 

November  4 

November 11 

November 18     Don Schmidt 

November 25     Mark and Sandra    

         Milliken  

          

     CHANGING LIVES FOR GOOD             

 

with Rev. Dr. Janet Forbes, Interim  Senior Minister 

This Sunday, November 4, is CONSECRATION SUNDAY as we celebrate All 
Saints and Holy Communion. Bring your  Estimate of Giving Commitment 

Card with you to worship. Estimate of Giving cards are available by calling Linda 
Gehres in the church office at 234-9385 or at office@fumccasper.com 

Over the last few weeks we have celebrated Changing Lives for Good while focusing 
our hearts and thoughts on the spiritual practice of generosity.   Even in this time of 
transition, First United Methodist Church is seeking to extend the ministries that we 
value.  People of all ages are touched by the programs, services, and staffing which 
you and I make possible through the faithful return of our tithes.  Your giving enables 
us to plan and make the best use of our shared resources. As some families struggle 
with difficult realities, others are called to step forward and carry the community so 
that we invite a new senior pastor, keep our staff in leadership, reach out in care and 
comfort, and form our children and youth in faith.    

You have shouldered both the grace and commitment that sustains the First Church 

family.   We sing about the spiritual life of our connected community. 

I’ve heard it said that people come into our lives for a reason 

Bringing something we must learn 

And we are led to those who help us most to grow, if we let them 

And we help them in return. 

I know I’m who I am today because I knew you. 

I have been changed for the better. 

I have been changed for good. 

(For Good, Stephen Schwartz) 

 

This Sunday, we will be invited to make our personal commitment for 2019. In       

worship, we will be given an opportunity to come forward and place our commitment 

envelopes on the altar. I believe this will be a glorious day for our congregation, as    

individually, we affirm what it means to be changing lives.  God intends to use these 

blessings for the cause of Christ. How far will you and I allow God to take us this year?    

You and I determine this by the giving decisions that we make, what Paul says to the 
Philippians, “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you.”   Your faithfulness is a great inspiration to me. 
Thank you for your generosity.  
    Grace and peace, Reverend Janet  



Thank you Faith Keepers for serving us during 
fellowship hour between services in November 

 

Thank you Hand bellChoir who served us during October 

HOW TO FAST 

Fast from judging others;      

Feast on Christ dwelling in them. 

 

Fast from apparent darkness;         

Feast on the reality of light. 

 

Fast from pessimism; 

Feast on optimism. 

 

Fast from thoughts of illness; 

Feast on the healing power of God. 

 

Fast from words that pollute; 

Feast on phrases that purify. 

 

Fast from anger; 

Feast on patience. 

 

Fast from worry; 

Feast on Divine Providence. 

 

Fast from unrelenting pressure; 

Feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from negatives; 
Feast on positives. 
 
Fast from complaining; 
Feast on appreciation. 
 
Fast from hostility; 
Feast on non-resistance. 
 
Fast from bitterness; 
Feast on forgiveness. 
 
Fast from anxiety; 
Feast on hope. 
 
Fast from yourself; 
Feast on a silent heart.  

Blessings, Mary 

Please keep in your prayers:   

Our Pastors, Brian, Mary, and Reverend Janet Forbes,  

And our church family 

        

 

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR   

         
WHY GIVE THANKS? 

 

November is the month that we are reminded to give thanks as we gather around the     

Dinner Table at our annual Thanksgiving Meal.  But, what about the rest of the year?  Are 

we to ignore our many blessings?  How many of us still offer a blessing prior to eating?

Has God been removed from the picture?  It is amazing that the average person assumes 

they are self-made people.  We strut through life as if there were no one else we need to 

recognize as the source of our strength, provision, and blessings. 
 

Evangelist and Bible Teacher Dr. H.A. Ironside told of an experience he once had at a   

restaurant.  He ordered a meal, and just as he was about to eat, a man walked up to his   

table and said, “Do you mind if I sit down with you?”  Dr. Ironside said that was quite all 

right, so the man sat down.  As was his custom, Dr. Ironside bowed his head and said a 

silent prayer before he ate.  When he lifted up his head, the man said to the preacher, “Do 

you have a headache?” 
 

Ironside said, “No. I don’t.”  The man said, “Well, is there anything wrong with your 

food?”  Ironside replied, “No, why?”  “Well,” the man said, “I saw you sitting there with 

your head down, and I thought you must be sick, or there was something wrong with your 

food.”  The evangelist said, “No, I was simply returning thanks to God as I always do    

before I eat.”  The man said, “Oh, you’re one of those, are you?  Well, I never give 

thanks.  I earn my money by the sweat of my brow, and I don’t have to give thanks to    

anybody when I eat.  I just start right in.”  Dr. Ironside said, “Yes, you’re just like my 

dog.  That’s what he does too!” 
 

That little story suggests that when people do not give thanks to God, they are acting like    

animals.  Perhaps this is the appeal by the psalmist:  no matter how we may feel or what 

our attitude toward God may be, we are bound, as creature’s dependent upon His love and 

grace, at least to give thanks to Him as our Creator. Psalm 96:8 says, “Ascribe to the Lord 

the glory due his name.”  God is worthy of our thanksgiving, not just when we feel like 

giving it.  Doubtless it would make a difference in our lives if we remember that praise is 

not something that merely reflects our transient feelings, but it something we ought to do 

simply because God made us, and we cannot live a moment with Him.  –Something to 

think about! 

 

Blessings, Mary 

Our Sympathy goes out to the family of Stephen Nicholas who 

passed October 1; and whose service was held October 4 at 

FUMC.  Pastor Mary officiated the service                              

Sympathy to daughters, Cheryl (and Kenny) Knobel and Sandy 

(and Charlie) Mosteller in the death of their mother, Marilyn 

Lack Stephenson, on September 24, 2018. 

Congratulations ! 

Sarah and Mac Merchant and sister, Lydia with the birth 

of their son, Spencer James who was born October 13    

weighing 6 pounds 10 oz. and was 21 inches tall. 

Happy Grandparents are Ken and Anne Marken 

Come Join the fun and fellowship!         

December 1 , at 9:00 a.m.  until Noon.  
Everyone is  welcome! The more the   

Merrier      Lunch will be served afterward 

Just a reminder for those of you who leave us for 

warmer climes to check in with Linda Gehres so 

she can change your local address to your winter 

address. 



 WELCOME REV. MIKE EISENMAN 

We are welcoming Rev. Mike Eisenman to membership at First United 
Methodist Church on Honorable Location from the Virginia Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. Honorable Location is the 
process by which a minister may request to be relieved of the            
requirements to be a part of the itinerant ministry.  A located minister 
may exercise ministerial functions in that local church under the       
supervision of the pastor and district superintendent. 
Rev. Mike will be sharing in the leading of the youth Sunday school class as well as       
participating occasionally in worship leadership.  
    
Mile’s son, Kelby, is in 8th grade, is active in community theater and attends a              
performing arts based middle school.  Anker (son) is a freshman at Colorado School of 
Mines where he plans to major in civil engineering and minor in explosives, because, 
why not?  Miriah (wife) is a 23 year veteran teacher who taught primarily in Title 1 rural 
and inner city schools. She currently teaches gifted education and is a math/reading   
instructional specialist. Miriah and Kelby will move to Casper after this school year.   
 
Mike pastored for 13 years, mostly in rural western Virginia, where he served the     
struggling churches. His last church was First UMC, Norfolk, founded in 1773 by Bishop 
Asbury. He has been an UMCOR early responder team leader who goes to disaster sites 
shortly after disasters, long before most others are allowed in the area. He has led an 
international mission team composed of mostly youth to serve in incredible poverty-
stricken areas in Costa Rica.   
 
Mike served nine years in the U.S. Navy as a nuclear power electrician and SeaBee. They 
moved to Colorado/Wyoming to be closer to family and to escape the health effects of 
black mold in parsonages. He works for the Bureau of Reclamation at Seminoe/Kortes 
after having worked for the Department of Defense. Mike taught middle school for one 
year last year but decided, “I prefer high voltage work, it's a lot less stressful!” “I have a 
heart for youth because they inspire me so many times. I also believe that a church that 
is engaged in mission, not staring at their belly button and arguing over the interior      
colors of the sanctuary, is a church that is doing the will of God. And when it comes to 
the truly important things, doing the will of God is THE important thing.” 
   
Mike Eisenman-Electrifying the World 
 

 

 

 

 
Festival Choir Christmas Cantata Rehearsals 

 

It’s November and less then a month from now is Christmas Cantata time! If you are in-

terested in singing with us, please join us each Wednesday!! Here are some important 

dates to remember.  

Wednesday, November 14th       6:45 pm to 8pm – Extended Cantata Rehearsal 
Saturday,      November 17th       1:00 pm to 3pm – Orchestra and Choir 
Wednesday, November 21st      6:45 pm to 8pm – Extended Cantata Rehearsal 
Wednesday, November 28th      6:45 pm to 8pm – Extended Cantata Rehearsal 
Wednesday, December   5th      6:00 pm to 8pm – Extended Cantata Rehearsal 
Saturday,      December   8th    10:00 am to 12 pm – Cantata Run through with Orchestra 
Sunday, December 9th Performance at both 8:30 am and 11:00 am services 
 
 
Orchestra Christmas Cantata Rehearsals 

Just a heads up to those instrumentalists I have spoken with these are the rehearsal dates 

for your calendar. 

Saturday, November   3rd  1pm to 3pm – Orchestra rehearsal 
Saturday, November 17th  1pm to 3pm – Orchestra and Choir 
Saturday, December   8th  10am to 12 pm – Cantata Run through with Choir 
Sunday,    December   9th  Performance at both 8:30 am and 11:00 am services 
Call time: 7:00 am 
 
Straight Outta Bethlehem Rehearsals and Performances  

Attention YOUTH!! You are invited to perform in the Christmas Musical, “Straight 

Outta Bethlehem”. Rehearsals are as follows:  

 

Rehearsals are every Sunday from 4-5pm in the sanctuary. 

*We will have two longer Sunday rehearsals on Sunday, November 18th and Sunday,  

 

December 2nd from 2pm to 5pm. 

 

Sunday, December 9th from 2pm to 5pm 
*Our full dress rehearsal will be Saturday, December 15th from 10am to 12 pm. 

*Performance is Sunday, December 16th at BOTH the 8:30 and 11:00 am services 

 



1 
Jeff Bailey 
Stella Johnston 
Caitlin Wheatley 
 
 2  
Dick Horsch 
Victoria Nolte 
Sarah Yocum 
 
 3 
Breanna Flesvig  
Madysen Korogi 
        
 4  Change Your       
 Clocks! 
 
 5  
Kayla Auen 
Joe Bideau 
Eli Ford 
Patty Olson 
Joyce Waddell 
 
6  
Wayne McIntire 

 
7 
Steve Cathey 
Steven Grussendorf 
Georgia Wheatley 

 
8 
Terron Brose 
Alyssa Cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Kevin Scott 
Bill Moore 
Charles Gehres 
 
10 
Gladys Gras 
Elaine Vangelov 

 
11 
Ryan Ashburn 
Nicole Dundas 
Ava Martinez 
Abbie Patik 
Betty Wanbaugh 
 
12 
Chester Larsen 
Julian Orr 
 
13 
Carter Knievel 
Charles Ledbetter 
Samuel Yeager 

 
14 
Aimee Threlkeld 
Jaclyn Schulte 
Kamryn Walker 

 
15 
Cortney Allison 
Rev Janet Forbes 
Kyra Lord 
Gentry Swafford 
Herty Warnholtz 
Cheryl MacFarland 
Mark Ox 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Kenny Baker 
Chase Cimburek 
John Runge 
Jane Yeamans 
 
17 

 
 

18 Siri Christensen 
 
19 
Wanda Bennet 
Madeleine Logan 
Shelley Potter 
Jacob Ruble 

 
20 
Claranne Cannon 
 
21 First day of Winter 
Benjamin Brubaker 
Brianna DeGroot 
Hal Hutchinson 

 
22 THANKSGIVING 
Marjorie Anderson 
 
23 OFFICE CLOSED 
Heather Bunner 
Ansley DeWitt 
William King 
Dave Kurtenbach 

 
24 Nancy Arnold 
Jennifer Boyle 
Alisa Faulkner 
Edna Odell 
 
 
 
 
 

25    
Kristian Bisiar 
Hannah Couldridge 
Robert Hardesty 
Samantha Sarac 

 
26    
Liesl Sisson 

 
27 
Laverne Barnes 
James Berry 
Steve Burnett 
Larissa Gray 
Molly Smith 

 
28 
Cary Beatty 
Judy Van Rensselaer 
Nancy Vreeland 

 
29  
Jim Howard 

 
30 
Susan Griffith 
 

 

SUNDAYS at FUMC 
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner 

WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
 

NOVEMBER 4        Consecration Sunday for Changing Lives for Good:      

      Saints, Preserve Us!  Celebration of All Saints and  

      Holy Communion      

      Colossians 1:3-12                   Rev. Janet 

 

NOVEMBER 11      A New Season:  Leadership!        

      Habakkuk 1:1-14; 2:1-3    Rev. Janet 

 

NOVEMBER 18      A New Season:  Saying Grace!      

      Luke 15:1-7      Rev. Janet 

 

NOVEMBER 25     A New Season:  Keeping the Vigil!      

     Luke 11:1-13      Rev. Mary 

 



Sunday morning opportunity 

Open invitation to women of all ages 

Sundays 9:45-10:30 upstairs in the Library (across the hall from the 

Parlor).  Join us for casual conversations about anything . Bring your    

coffee and cookie and relax in a comfy chair while we have our           

discussion! 

                                                           
 Purpose Driven Life Sunday School/Bible Study: 
  
We will be studying the Book of Luke beginning this 

month. Come one! Come all! Bring your cookie and your 

coffee and join us in the parlor on the second floor at 9:45 

until 10:45 

 

     
 

           

2018 UMW Board Officers 
 

President:  Lori Johnson 
Secretary:  Linda Brubaker 
Treasurer:  Diane Payne 
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson 
Education & Interpretation:  Rita Livingston 
Membership Nurture & Outreach:  Ann Hines 
Nominations:  Executive Board 
Program Resources:  Wanda Bennett 
Social Action:  Genene Quick 
Spiritual Growth:  Brenda Doyle 
Youth Coordinator:  Ruth Hartung 

Women of the church!  
When  you are considering the 

activities in which you would 

like to participate this fall, 

please consider the United 

Methodist Women Groups. This 

is an opportunity to get to know 

more women in your church and 

to do good works for missions.  

It won’t take a lot of your time, 

and you may just like what we 

do! So, come, join us at one of 

our group meetings! We look 

forward to seeing you in one of 

our groups! 

Mary Martha Group 

meets the 2nd Tuesday of 

the month  11:30 a.m.. in 

the SonRise Room.                                                                                         

Hannah Group      

meets the 3rd Thursday of 

the month at 9:30 a.m. in 

the SonRise Room.                                                                                             

Naomi Group         

meets the 3rd  Thursday 

of the month at 9:30 a.m. 

in a member’s home. 

 

We encourage you to  

contact one of our group 

leaders to learn more 

about UMW or to attend 

one of the meetings.                                                
This year’s UMW recognition pins went to      

Claranne Cannon, Rita Livingston, Genene Quick 

and Marilyn Lyle 

A Cake /treat walk 

winner! Kalel        

Brubaker Treat Walk goodies 

Patricia Bell and  

Linda VanVleet 

Toni Patik and      

Lu Ann Allhusen Mr and Mrs Frame Don Schmidt and 

Bobbi Larsen 



AN ADVENT STUDY:  The Advent Conspiracy, 9:45—10:45 
(During the Sunday School Hour) 

 
Facilitated by Anne Marken and the Pastoral Team 
 
December 2 Worship Fully—because Christmas begins and ends with Jesus. 
December 9 Spend Less—and free your resources for things that truly matter. 
December 16  Give More—of your presence: your hands, your word, your time, your   
  heart. 
December 23 Love All—the poor, the forgotten, the marginalized, and the sick in ways 
  That make a difference. 
 
 

Are you tired of how consumerism has stolen the soul of Christmas?  This year, 
take a stand! Join the groundswell of Christ-followers who are choosing to make 
Christmas what it should be—a joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth that enriches 
our hearts and the world around us, not a retail circus that depletes our       
pocketbooks and defeats our purpose.   

  

Men! You are invited to attend a Men’s Bible Study every Tuesday at noon in 
the parlor.  Merritt Benson and Chris Culver will lead a lively discussion on 
the Gospel of Matthew, with a word-by-word video to reinforce the lesson. 

The class will start promptly at Noon, and close with a prayer a few minutes 
before 1 pm.  Bring your own lunch and drink.  Bibles provided.             
Questions:  Call Merritt Benson at 307-277-7410 or  Chris Culver at  307-
259-7062. 

 

 
 

   

A WOMEN’S MEETING  NOVEMBER 3RD 

Why are we here at Casper FUMC?  What is our purpose?  What impact are we making 

on our families and in our community as women? Calling all women and teen girls to 

attend a short meeting on Saturday November 3rd at 11:00 in the  Sanctuary to discuss 

how we can grow stronger in our faith and to make a difference in the life of other  

women.  Bring a friend and join us in this discussion led by Pastor Mary.  

Hi Church! I promised to send in the recipe for my prize winningest pie so here it is. It was 
served to my Gourmet Luncheon group in September of 2001 and at that time I thought 
it was wonderful but to win three blue ribbons for it was quite a fun surprise. 

 
COCONUT, PECAN, CARAMEL CREAM PIE 
from Helen Sheppard’s Gourmet Group via Helen. This makes 2-9” pies 
 
CRUST: 2 cups flour, 1 cup butter, softened and 3/4 cup chopped pecans. Using a Food 
Processor if you have one, mix together and press into 2-9” pie pans. 
Bake at 375 degrees for NO MORE that 10 minutes until just turning 
golden. 
 
FILLING: 1 can Sweetened Condensed Milk, 16 oz. Container of Cool Whip and 
8 oz. Cream cheese. (softened) Mix cream cheese and milk until smooth and fold in 
Cool Whip. 
 
TOPPING: 1-7 oz. Pkg. Flaked coconut, ¾ cup chopped pecans and ½ cup butter. 
Mix together and brown in skillet. 
 
1 bottle or jar of caramel syrup or ice cream topping 
 
Put ¼ of cream (Filling) mixture in pie shell (per pie). 
Drizzle caramel syrup over cream layer and top with ¼ of the coconut mixture (per pie). 
Repeat layers – cream, caramel and top with the coconut mixture. 
Freeze until solid and then wrap in foil to protect them while in the freezer. Take out 
20 to 30 minutes before serving. Each pie will serve 8 to 10 as they are very rich. 
ENJOY!                                                                      

                              Helen’s blue ribbons  
were for :  
The most 
unique,  
the tastiest, 
and  
the Overall 
best pie! 
 

Congratulations 

Helen!  

Those of you who missed the October Fest at 
King’s Corner on October 13th missed a really 
fun time. It was fun to watch the pie judges, Don 
(Schmidt), Greg (Flesvig) and Marvin (Nolte), 
sampling all the pie entries and they really put 
their all into tasting and critiquing each one. I’m 
surprised that they made it to church the next 
day after all that pie, but I think they really      
enjoyed every bite they took of each of the    
awesome pies. I even have pictures to prove it.  
What a tough job (-: Helen 



REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS  
 

Sundays:  9:40 am           Sunday School Classes 

  4:00 pm                    Christ Singers Choir Practice (Sanctuary)  

  5:00 pm           The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner) 

  5:30 pm           The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner) 

Mondays: 6:00 pm           Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays) 

  7:00 pm                    Koinonia Ringers Practice 

  7:00 pm           NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10) 

Tuesdays: 9:30—11:00 am           Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time. 

  5:00 pm           Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday) 

              Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com. 

  5:00 pm           Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor) 

  5:30 pm           Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner) 

Wednesdays: 12:15—12:45 pm         Bach’s Lunch Organ Concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy! 

  5:00 pm                     Faith Ignited Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 

  6:00 pm                   Youth Group (SonRise Room) 

  6:30 pm                    Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor) 

  6:30 pm                        Grace Singers Practice 

  7:00 pm            Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12) 

  8:00 pm           NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10) 

Thursdays: 11:30 am          L.A.M.B.S (King’s Corner) 

  1:30 pm           Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays  

  5:00 pm             Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday) 

             Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com 

  7:00 pm           Emotions Anon (Room 10) 

Fridays: 8:30 pm           NA Meeting (Room 10) 

Saturdays: 8:30 am           Mindful Warriors (Parlor) 1st & 3rd Saturdays 

  10:00 am          Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
 

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room 

         November’s book is “The Little Paris Bookshop” by  Nina George 

*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month in  the SonRise Room 

*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am 

 (Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.) 

*Creative Worship Community/NR4HCPlayers: 3rd Monday of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Room 

*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room 

*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am 

*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm 

*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed. 
 

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, November 18th   

(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, November 27th   ) 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—NOVEMBER 2018 

Pie Judges: 

Don Schmidt, Greg Flesvig and Marvin 

mailto:media@fumccasper.com


WAY FORWARD MEETING ON NOVEMBER 18 AT 9:45 IN 

THE SANCTUARY 

 

An information session about the Called General Conference of the   

United Methodist Church, scheduled for February 2019, will be offered 

to all interested friends and members at 9:45 am on Sunday, November 

18, in the sanctuary.     

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Con-

ference of The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Mis-

souri. The     purpose will be to receive and act on a report from the Commission on a Way 

Forward based on the recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The 32-member Com-

mission was authorized by General Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of Bish-

ops to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and ex-

ploring options to strengthen the unity of the church. More information about the Called 

General Conference session can be found at umc.org 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ORIENTATION TO THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

On the First Sunday of every month beginning on December 2, Interim Senior Pastor,    

Rev. Janet, will welcome new members to the community of First United Methodist Church 

at both morning worship services.   She will also offer a class, Orientation to the United 

Methodist Church, monthly on the first Sunday for any persons interested in learning more 

about this faith tradition. 

HOW DO UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATIONS GET THEIR PASTORS? 

 

The United Methodist Church has a unique way of matching pastors and congregations. Rather 

than local churches hiring their own pastors-as in some  denominations, United Methodist    

bishops appoint pastors to serve in local churches and other ministry settings. 

 

One advantage to this process is that a local church never has to go without a pastor. Likewise, a 

pastor (specifically, a full member of an annual conference in good standing) never goes without 

a setting for ministry. The primary goal of the appointment system is to match the gifts and  

graces of a particular pastor to the ministry needs of a particular congregation at a particular 

time. 

 

This itinerant system, where pastors move from one appointment to another, dates back to 

American frontier days when circuit riding preachers traveled on  horseback from town to town. 

At that time, bishops matched preachers to circuits four times a year. Now bishops typically fix 

appointments once a year at the meeting of the annual conference in June. Most clergy move to 

their new appointment on July 1 each year.   

 

To understand the appointive process, it helps to know a little about how the United Methodist 

Church is organized. We are a connectional church. That means   individual congregations are 

part of a larger network known as an annual conference under the leadership of a bishop. Most 

annual conferences consist of several districts. Ordained clergy are members of an annual     

conference rather than a local church.  Pastor Mary is a member of the Texas Conference 

(Houston Area) on loan to our region.  Pastor Janet is a member of the Mountain Sky           

Conference, which includes Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, and Montana. 

 

Bishops are responsible for assigning pastors to churches.  Ordinarily, district superintendents 

assist the bishop in prayerfully making appointments. They generally meet with pastors and              

representatives of local churches every year to assess the effectiveness of ministry there. The        

Superintendent of the Wyoming District is Rev. Jeff Rainwater.  

 

The staff-parish relations committee represents the congregation officially in this process.    

Usually, when everyone agrees that a current pastor's gifts and graces are a good match for the 

specific needs of a ministry setting, the pastor is assigned to remain for another year.          

Sometimes, however, a particular pastor is needed elsewhere or a local church requires someone 

with a new set of gifts and graces. In that case, the pastor will move and the church will receive 

someone new. The  process  always involves consultation. 

 

If you have questions about the appointment process of the United Methodist Church, direct 

your inquiry to the vice-chairperson of the Staff Parish Relations Team, Phil Johnson, or one the 

of the clergy team, Revs. Mary Schmidt and Janet Forbes (Interim).   

 

On Sunday, November 18th, all 3rd graders  
will be given their own special  Bible at the 8:30, 
11:00 and 5:00 services. This is a special event 
that all United  Methodist Churches recognize 
each year. Please, if you know a 3rd grader
( child, grandchild, friend) turn in their name to 
the church office before Nov. 12th.  We want to 
make sure every child has his own   Bible. This 
is a wonderful tradition and all  children to be 
recognized with this gift. If you have any      
questions, please contact Pastor Mary. 

Just a reminder that we will have a Church Conference December 6
th

 to         
celebrate Dr. Patricia Bell answering the call into the ministry.  She is now our 
pastoral intern for the next two years.  Also Rev. Jeff Rainwater will conduct a 
discussion on the Special Conference of the United Methodist Church  scheduled 
for February 2019.  All members are encouraged to attend this meeting .   

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-set-date-for-special-2019-general-conference
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-human-sexuality-homosexuality
http://karchives.umc.org/interior.asp?mid=258&GID=79&GMOD=VWD&RT=appointment,
http://karchives.umc.org/interior.asp?mid=258&GID=51&GMOD=VWD&GCAT=A
http://karchives.umc.org/interior.asp?mid=258&GID=165&GMOD=VWD&GCAT=C


November Events 
 In November, Youth Group will be studying     

spiritual growth and kindness. We will explore  
opportunities to spread kindness and grow in our 
faith. Youth Group meets every Wednesday night 
from 6-8 PM in King's Corner and is open to ALL 

middle and high schoolers.                            
There will be no meeting on November 21. 

 
Mission Trip! Our youth group will be going to 

Denver, CO for our 2019 mission trip June 16-21. 
If you are interested in  going on the mission trip, 
but did not attend the parent meeting, please let 

Rachelle or Kelli know right away.          
The deadline for your mission trip deposit is 

November 8. 

Christ Singers: Kindergarten through 5th 

Grade – Come Each Sunday from 4pm to 5pm in 
the sanctuary to experience instruments, music,   
Bible stories and much, much more! Christ     

Singers minister in music at the 8:30 and 11:00am services on the second Sunday of each 
month.  We will also start looking at our special Christmas Musical “Straight Outta Bethlehem”. 
We have CD’s for you to learn the Christmas Music. The children’s Christmas program is    
scheduled for Sunday, December 23, 2018. Bring your friends; you will have a BLAST!!  

Children’s Sunday School Update 

 

Our new Sunday School program has been filled with laughter and happy    
children. Our leaders: Karen Tomasini, Teresa Lebsock, Gayle Rhoads, LuAnn 
Allhusen, Lori Cimburek and a host of volunteers have created a fun and        
educational program for our children. All lesson plans for our weekly classes  
are created by our leaders.  
 

Activities included a skit featuring Abraham, Sarah and God. (i.e. Gene and  
Bonnie Rohbeck and Marvin Nolte, a field trip outside to measure Noah’s Ark, 
and the kids collected can goods for Holy Cross.  
Upcoming lessons are:  
 

November 4th  Consecration Sunday. The group will learn about a man and 

Samuel. We will need lots of acolytes that Sunday in both worship services. 
 

November 11th The class will start painting our Nativity ceramics and learn 

about David, who will soon become King David.  
 

November 18th There will be a celebration of 3rd graders receiving their Bibles. 

The children will continue to work with ceramics. They will talk about Thanks-

giving and what we have to be thankful for.  
 

November 25thWe  We will continue to work with ceramics, and learn about 

fiery furnaces. 

 
Our teacher are appreciative of the support and encouragement of the        
congregation. Volunteers are always welcome.  Our class meets in the lobby   
on the 3rd floor.  Contact Pastor Mary if you need more information.  

Faith Ignited: Below 
Sage Wright, Chester,  Hannah, and Isabelle Larsen 

and Kiera Gacke singing with Diane Frame, Director 


