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Blessings and greetings, Church! I

know that I’m biased, but I don’t think
you can find a better place than

Wyoming at this time of the year. Amen. It has been a

blessing to serve as your senior pastor these past four years. I

have greatly enjoyed continuing to grow as a team with Pastor Mary and our

staff. I look forward to seeing what the next year has in store for us as a faith

The 2018 Altar
JulyAltar Flowers
Flower Chart is
July 1 Brenda and Joe Kennedy
located on the bulletin July 8
board by the elevator July 15
July 22
in the Koinonia
July 29
Room. If a particular date is special to you
or your family, please consider signing up to provide altar flowers on that
day. Please, contact Martha Rakestraw at 262-6056 if you’d like to
participate in this ministry.
July Acolyte Schedule

community.

DATE

This month in worship we are going to start a series titled, “The Prodigal

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

God.” We will take an in-depth look at Jesus’ parable on the prodigal son. Even
though the parable is familiar to most of us, it is definitely a story worth telling
and retelling. We will be exploring the parable from many different angles, so
this is certainly a series that you don’t want to miss. Through God’s grace and
love for us, we can all live a story worth telling. How will your story be told?

DATE

The blessing is that we are all still in the process of telling and writing our

story, and with God’s help it will be a unique and powerful story that glorifies
God.

In closing, I want to invite you to be in a time of intentional prayer during

these summer months. Each day, I invite you to spend some time praying for

our world, our nation, and our faith community. I look forward to discerning

8:30 SERVICE

11:00 SERVICE

Jacob Ruble
Olivia Sausedo
Hope Wheeler
OPEN
Lexi Gacke

Roger Bowman
“
“
“
“

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
October
8:30 AM
11:00 2017
AM 5:00 PM TOTALS

6/3/2018

142

60

72

274

6/10/2018

125

70

43

238

6/17/2018

96

60

53

209

6/24/2018

131

69

31

231

and discovering where God is calling us next!
Blessings,
Brian

FUMC 2017 FINANCIAL DATA
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

May

$51,760

$47,445

MONTHLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
$4,315

YEARLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($26,015)

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

Thank you Board of Stewards for serving us during
fellowship hour between services in July!
Thank you Purpose Driven Life Class for serving us during June

For the 11th year, the adult Mission Team will be visiting and
serving the Wind River Reservation September 9th through the
12th. If you are interested in becoming a partner in this ministry,
please Call Merritt Benson @ 277-7410
Stephen Nicholas could use visitors! If anyone can find time to visit with Stephen for a
couple hours during the day so his daughter can get out and run errands, or go to the
gym, please call his daughter, Barbara, 267-5873 who is caring for him without a break
from early morning until 7:30 p.m.

Please keep in your prayers:
Our church, our shut-ins, our country, our missionaries here and
overseas, Pastor Brian and Pastor Mary
Attention FUMC leaders: If you have new information about a class or
event, please make sure to submit it to the Express at
exress@fumccasper.com. We need your input ensure the congregation is
informed of current events in our church.

The Blue Grass Group, from Bel Fourche SD, The
Pickers will be singing with the Grace Singers both
services.

Brent Vernon and his Sidekick, Sam
August 26, one Service at 10:00 a.m.

As we are participating in numerous
summer activities, let us consider this little
article I found on the internet. It is called
“God Takes the Summer Off”.
“We are sorry to inform you that God will not be available during
the summer beginning June 1st. He feels He deserves some time
off, so He has canceled His normal duties for the summer.
He has agreed to send the sun and rain occasionally when He
happens to be in town, but so far as answering prayers for the needs
of your family, please don’t count on Him.
God has let the church leaders know that they should not plan any
outreach efforts or mission trips during the summer—or at least if
they do, they will have to do it without Him because He plans to be
gone a lot to see relatives, baseball games and the lake. God has
expressed the opinion that we should find someone else to take His
place.
Then we reminded Him of His promise, “Surely I will be with you
always,” but He said He didn’t realize when He said it that it meant
going several years without a break. He expressed His sincere
regret and hopes that it will not cause anyone any inconvenience.
God may be contacted any time after September 1st at which time
He hopes to get back into the routine. “Please defer all requests
until then.” He said.
Aren’t you glad God doesn’t take the summer off? As we enjoy the
summer break, make it your determination to bring yourself and
your family to God’s House on Sunday. He will be waiting for us
to worship Him.”
It is something to think about. Hope to see you This Sunday.
Blessings, Mary

1
Beau Bangs
Mark Gardner
Gerry Matson
Chris Roberts

9
Rachel Drury
Ken Marken
Melissa Nowicki
Diane Payne

2
Tyler Hawken

10
Jason Hill
Anne Johnson
George Keyser
Joel Purvis
Drew Rassmussen
Delores Thornton
Anne Weaver

3
Autumn Bulgrin
Neil Harrington

WORSHIP IN july

July 1st

“The Prodigal God: The People Around Jesus”

July 8th
July 15

th

July 22nd
July 29

th

“The Prodigal God: The Two Lost Sons”
“The Prodigal God: Redefining Sin
(SUPER SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30)
“The Prodigal God: Redefining Lostness”
“The Prodigal God: The True Elder Brother”
SUNDAYS at FUMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

4
Rose-Mary King
Trisha McCarthy
Dylan St Clair
5
Sara Ingledew
Marv Mitich
Maci Peterson
Valerie Roberts
Vincent Yankey
6
Mariah Bovee
Rohm Whitaker
7
Stormie Daniels
Amber Long
8
Eric Milliken
Genene Quick
Donna Roth
Kade Walters

11
Trey Cimburek
Julie Firebaugh
Lindsey Richardson
Jimmy Ruble
Terrie Thompson
12
Keith Dodson
Tyler Grimme
Cleve Jordan
Rev. Brian Oliver
Tami Opella
Kasie Parker
Ethan Purvis
Krew Wheeler
13
Zayden Brownlee
Adam King
Sandra Milliken
Carla Stauch
14
Laura Amundson
Brian Kahler
Chuck Labuda
Landas Lawyer
15
Linda Bryce

16
Andrew Hutschweiler
Paige Kvislen
Bev Loftin
Desi McCarthy
Jessica Reed
Jessica Tomasini
17
Curt Beatty
Craig Carlsen
Shelby Christopherson
David Elliott
18
Jackie Crow
Jim Johnson
Kristoffer Peterson
Sara Stowe
James Wright
19
Colton DeCook
Jackson DeCook
Logan Dodson
Aaron Ingledew
Sean Ingledew
Robyn Fischer
Delanie Harshman
Bob Sheppard
20
Kat Bohr-Buresh
Gail Bowman
Lori Cimburek
Melanie Day
Laura-Faith Oliver
Toni Patik
21
Marcie Kautz
Malcolm Long
22
Jacquelin Jones
Julie Kukus

23
Grace Yocum
24
Carol Holland
Sadie Lebsock
Abigail Tille
Violet Wright
25
Craig Lawson
26
Kahner Christopherson
Abigail Jordan
Jeanene McCarthy
Mikki Roberts
Kaileb Rodriguez
Maxine Wingert
27
Fred Neiethammer
Rob Shively
28
Mekhi Bovee
Scott Jones
Caitlyn Skavdahl
29
Taylor-Anne Decker
Mark Doelger
Sandy Mcgonagle
Ken Harris
Stephen Nicholas
Rodney Schaffer
30
31
Ronna Boril
Ann Dalton
Kevin Hedstrom
Jackson Marker
Korbin Miner
Bruce Nichols

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

Calendar of Events—JULY 2018
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays:

Mondays:
Tuesdays:

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

Fridays:
Saturdays:

9:40 am
***4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
***7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
12:15—12:45 pm
***5:00 pm
***6:00 pm
***6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
11:30 am
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
***Christ Singers Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner)
The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner)
Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays)
***Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com.
Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Bach’s Lunch Organ Concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy!
***Faith Ignited Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
***Youth Group (King’s Corner)
***Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Grace Singers Practice
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
L.A.M.B.S (King’s Corner)
Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
Emotions Anon (Room 10)
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays

VOLUNTEERS FOR SOUND AND MEDIA
TEAMS ARE NEEDED
The Sound and Media Teams are in GREAT
NEED of help!!! Volunteers are NEEDED to
help Dave Harrington with sound on Sunday
mornings. Volunteers are NEEDED on the
Media Team to design the service (what you see
on the screens) and/or be a presenter at 11:00. Training for sound and media
will be provided. Contact Dave Harrington – 234-2906 for sound, Lester
Lebsock – 259-6543 for media. THANK YOU!!!!
Pastor Brian has a Pastor’s Discretionary fund
that he uses for people who are in dire need of
help. It is funded by donations from our
congregation. If you feel called to donate to this
fund, Brian would be most appreciative of your
gift.

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
July’s book is “The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian” by Sherman Alexie
*Couch Chicks: Every other Tuesday, 6:30 pm, in members’ homes
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month in the SonRise Room
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am
(Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.)
*Creative Worship Community/NR4HCPlayers: 3rd Monday of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Rm
*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, July 15th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, July 31st )

During summer months, events noted by *** will not meet.

F U M C YOUTH OFF TO Oregon for their Mission Trip!!
FUMC Book Club recommends their most recent read. It works
as a devotional supplement or as a non-fiction book: Higher is
Waiting By Tyler Perry

Join us in the Parlor! Beginning in July, The Purpose Driven Life
class is revisiting The Purpose Driven Life book beginning 7-22
Bring your copy of the Purpose Driven Life, (You can probably
find the book at any used book store or on line),and your Bible.
Merritt Benson will have the new updated study guide available for
purchase. Class is from 9:45 to 10:45. Bring your cup of coffee
and cookie and join us. You will be glad you did!

CELEBRATE OUR LADIES
OVER 80 AT A BRUNCH ON JUNE 7

Sunday morning opportunity
Open invitation to women of all ages
Sundays 9:45-10:30 upstairs in the Library (across the
hall from the Parlor).
Join us for casual conversations about anything . Bring your coffee and cookie and relax
in a comfy chair while we have our discussion!
Do you see our church members in action? Where? How? Are they serving within the
church? Within the community? We want to recognize our Disciples in Action!
Click a pic and send it to us via email at:
Media@fumccasper.com. Be sure to include who is in the pic and how they are serving.
Thank you from UMW President in Wheatland :

Thank you United Methodist Women and the United Methodist congregation
for the bags of fabrics you sent for Project Patricia. Thanks to you and a few
others we have been able to fill our 60th box of cut pieces to send on to the
Master’s Community Church in Kansas City, Kansas. We were OUT of fabric
early this y ear when I sent out the request for help. We really appreciate you
help for this worthy cause.
Sincerely,
Kathy Wilson

Good Food,
Good Company
Great Women

Sunday School Task Force

Help wanted/needed!
The Thrift Shop needs two people to
work the third Saturday of each month,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Both men and women
can apply for this position. If this shift is
not filled we will have to close that
day. Saturdays are our busiest and
most lucrative day.
Please prayerfully consider joining our
staff once a month. Call Sandra Porter
to volunteer or for more information at
267-7868.

There has been a task force created to determine how to proceed with the restructuring of
Sunday School for the children at FUMC, starting in the fall of 2018. In June, the task force
asked for your help to complete an anonymous survey. If you missed the opportunity to
share your input, there will be hard copies of the survey available in the Koinonia Room.
Please complete a survey and leave it in the box. These surveys are for anyone who attends
the church, of any age or family structure. They will be used to determine how to grow the
program and decide the best direction for our church. The task force has been meeting over
the summer. Please pray for guidance in our decisions. Thank you!
LAY DELEGATE TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT

In a historic vote, the Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone annual conferences agreed to become the
new Mountain Sky Conference on June 9, 2018 during a joint gathering at the Eccles Conference
Center in Ogden, Utah. The vote followed a full day of debate and amendments, in which the
delegates approved a six-section Plan of Union. The approval comes after nearly two decades of
discussion about uniting Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone. For the last two years, the groundwork
for a new annual conference was done through a process called Mission Shaped Future, which
brought together laity and clergy from both conferences. The six sections of the Plan of Union focus
on Clergy Excellence, Conference Organization, Congregational Development, Assets, Property,
and Legal, Leadership Excellence, and Community Engagement. The new Mountain Sky
Conference now covers four states: Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Montana, and one church in Idaho. It
comprises nearly 400 churches and more than 70,000 members. The episcopal office is located in
Greenwood Village, Colorado.
To stay informed about what is happening in the Mountain Sky Conference, visit
https://www.mtnskyumc.org
The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General Conference of The United
Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.
http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference – Rose-Mary King

.Don't

forget that on line giving is a convenient way to
continue your summer giving if you are out of town. Just
go to the Web sight and click on the on line giving and sign
up!
Faith Keepers Walking Prayer Group
No experience necessary
No worries
No cost

Women of all ages are welcome and
encouraged to participate in 10 Wednesday morning walks during
the summer. Meet at the Amoco Park, Bart Rea Labyrinth Circle
( 1007 W. 1st St.)
EVERY Wednesday morning at 7:00 am June 13- August 22 (no walk July 4)
We will start with a gathering prayer at 7:03, then experience the labyrinth as a
group of Christian women. Walkers will have an opportunity to experience the
beauty of the North Platte River walkway, Three Crowns course or just a short
walk to the Tate Pump House. You determine your distance and your time.
Contact: Pastor Mary: First United Methodist Church or Anne Marken
262-0139

Sisters Group went to Nearby Wind Escape on 5-30-2018, owned
and operated by Brian Nolte & Wendy Farr.

Happy Summer everyone!
Grace singers has decided to continue through the summer. A variety of us will be at the
8:30 service this summer, I am looking forward to worship with these wonderful musicians.
Special Music
As in he past, we will continue to have guest musicians this summer. We were thankful to
welcome the City Slickers on Father’s Day. Their beautiful harmonies blessed our service.
Please contact me if you are interested in singing or playing a special piece for this summer.
VBS Success
Within a span of one week Bobbi Larsen, Teresa Lebsock, Sarah, Karen and Jessica
Thomasini, LuAnnn Alhusen, Pastor Mary and myself put together a VBS called Happy
Campers. The week began with 7 happy campers; we then prayed each day for more VBS
children, by the end of the week we had 13! The kiddos had a blast doing crafts, singing,
having fun snacks, learning how to fly fish from Merritt Benson and learning about the love
of Jesus. We also had a wealth of snack helpers and assistants; Irma Bidau, Wanda Bennett,
Elaine Vangelov, Jan Cobb, Hannah Larsen, Isabelle Larsen, Abby Flesvig, Zoe
von Gunten. God is good!!

FUMC is looking for a few part-time nursery workers to help out during Sunday
morning services. Sunday and Tuesday evenings and Thursday afternoons in
King’s Corner.
HOURS FOR WORKERS
Sunday morning services in the main sanctuary are 8:15 am to 12:15 pm.
Sunday evening at King’s Corner 4:45 pm to 7:15 pm.
Tuesday evening at King’s Corner 5:45 pm – 7:15 pm.
Thursday afternoon at King’s Corner 11:15 am to 1:45 pm.
You must be at least 14 years old to apply. Applicants over 18 must pass a
background check.
Applications may be picked up in the church office at 332 E. 2nd St.
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Closed 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm for lunch.

Faith Ignited
Watch for a special meeting in late August middle school age through High School. We are
developing a youth worship team to lead worship at youth group and plan a special ministry
trip to the Reservation in Riverton. We will go this fall. The meeting will be Thursday,
August 23 at 6:00pm at Kings Corner! Middle school and high school musicians and
singers welcome!!!
Christ Singers
I can’t wait for fall! Our elementary kiddos will be in full swing! We will keep our Sunday
at 4:00pm rehearsal time. Watch for our fall Sunday kickoff coming in a few short months.
Musical Opportunities this Summer and Fall
If you would like to offer special music this summer please contact Diane Lynn at the
church office, 307-234-9385.
We have singing opportunities this fall with any one of our choirs. Eleven O’Clock Choir,
Grace Singers (8:30 service) Faith Ignited, (middle school through High School) and Christ
Singers (First through Fifth Grade). Watch the newsletter and church announcements for
Fall updates. Happy Summer!
Thank you to all who have participated over this year in music ministry.
God’s Blessings! Diane Lynn

Stephen Ministry
What is Stephen Ministry? Who is involved? What do Stephen Ministers Do?
Who are the recipients of Stephen Minister care? How does one receive care from a Stephen Minister?
These questions and more will be answered in up coming issues!

Is Stephen Ministry Calling You?
Everyone faces periods of crisis, transition, or difficulty. During these times a caring
relationship with someone who will faithfully listen, empathize, pray with and for them, and
encourage them with Christ’s love and care can be a tremendous benefit.
For the last three years our congregation has offered an effective Stephen Ministry. Our
Stephen ministers have come along side our homebound, those who are hospitalized, those
who are grieving, those who are lonely and discouraged, those facing family issues, those in
spiritual crisis and the list goes on and on.
These individuals have met weekly with their care receivers to offer hope and
encouragement. It is now time to encourage a new class of leaders. Many of our Stephen
Ministers would like to now take a break and move on to new areas of ministry.
Therefore, Kelly Schweda, Dr. Patricia Bell and I (Pastor Mary) are planning for a new
class of Stephen Ministry Training. The Class will meet in September. This training will
include 50 hours of biblically based, psychologically sound, and highly enjoyable training
in Christian Caregiving. If you think you would like to receive more information about this
enriching ministry please contact us. We would like to visit with you personally to help
you determine whether Stephen Ministry is the right ministry for your gifts. Speak to us
soon if you are interested in pursuing this vital ministry.

L UNCH Will continue through the
A ND
Summer! An 8 week
M ORE
program on Cent$ ible
B UNCH Nutrition begins June 14
No soup cooks are needed because we will be cooking! So mark
your calendars and plan to attend if you are a mother of a baby or
preschooler, or are about to become a mother, and come join us
every Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for fun, interesting
discussions at King’s Corner. Child Care will be provided, so you can
enjoy some much needed mom-time.

LIVING LIFE TOGETHER:
A Women’s study
Do you stay busy to avoid deep connections? Do you resist community
for fear of being judged? Do you need to reconcile a relationship?
There are messy parts in all of our lives that we would rather not reveal—like
strained relationships, sinking finances, and cluttered living rooms. We keep the
doors of our hearts and homes closed for fear of being exposed. But what if we
invited others in and experienced the beautiful acceptance and deep connection of
Christian community?
Author Shauna Niequist will walk us through Scripture, challenging women to step
out of isolation and fear and pursue relationships rooted in rest, grace and
reconciliation. Learn the benefits of living an authentic life with others in Christ and
to develop meaningful community with other women.
This is a casual informal four week video study beginning on Monday night, July
9th@ 6:00-7:30pm at King’s Corner. The cost is FREE. Bring a friend, your Bible
and join in this time of fellowship and study with your friends.
Questions? Contact Pastor Mary for details.

