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December Celebrations                                      

              Sunday, 

December 3, Blue Christmas Service in the Chapel                                    
Family Advent Activity 3rd floor 

9:45 

      Sunday, December 10, Children’s Christmas Party                 

10:30 

Wednesday, December 13 Youth  Party Kings Corner 

 6:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, December 17,  Christmas Cantata all choirs 

   8:30 and 11:00 

                 Sunday, December 24, One Morning Service    

               10:00 

                 Christmas Eve Children’s service                 

                 5:00                                                               

        Christmas Eve Candlelight Service              

         7:00   

                Christmas Eve Candlelight Service              

                  9:00 

       hristmas Eve Communion 

WE WELCOME YOU TO THE                                                        
FIRSTUNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married,                  
divorced, widowed, gay, confused, filthy rich, comfortable, or dirt poor. 
 

We extend a special welcome to wailing babies and excited toddlers. 
 

We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to 
yourself.  You’re welcome here if you’re just browsing; just woken up or just got 
out of prison.  We don’t care if you’re more Christian than Pope Francis, or  
haven’t been to church since Christmas ten years ago. 
 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, 
and to teenagers who are growing up too fast.  We welcome keep-fit mothers, 
football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte sippers, vegetarians, and junk 
food eaters.  We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted.  We       
welcome you if you’re having problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like 
‘organized religion’. 
 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t 
work, can’t spell, or are here because granny is visiting and wanted to come to 
church. 
 

We welcome those who are tattooed, pierced, both or neither.  We offer a special 
welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down 
their throats as kids or got lost in town and wound up here by mistake.  We   
welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters…and YOU! 
        

                Jesus is here waiting for you, come on in and talk to Him. 
Adapted from St Anne’s, in Shankill Ireland 



FUMC 2017 FINANCIAL DATA 

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS 

DATE 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 5:00 PM TOTALS 

1/7/2018 156 100 41 297 

1/14/2018 180 79 38 297 

1/21/2018 91 50 44 185 

1/28/2018 184 89 52 325 

     

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES MONTHLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

YEARLY 

GAIN/(LOSS) 

December $83,243 $63,462 $19,781 ($3,929) 

Fe b r uar y Ac olyte  Sc he dule  

DATE  8:30 SERVICE 11:00 SERVICE 

February  4  Jacob Ruble 
February 11  Danica Itzen 
February 18  Josh Oxley 
February 25  Braden Bosco 

           
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, Church!  

 

Several times during a typical week, we have many new faces come through the doors of our 

office building.  Some are seeking financial assistance.  Some are seeking directions to one of 

our program ministries in the main building.  Some are seeking to talk to a pastor.  But all of 

them have one thing in common.  They are all seeking a place where they can be accepted.   

 

      Most of us, and most likely, all of us, want to be accepted in some way, shape or form.   

We want to feel like we are a part of something; that we belong to something.  It seems that 

God has created us with an innate desire or perhaps even need to feel a sense of acceptance 

and belonging.  As a result, we usually seek out groups or social settings such as professional 

organizations, social clubs, or sports teams that offer us a sense of acceptance.     

 

     While each of those social connections listed above are beneficial and important to our 

growth and well being, there is one not listed, that when meeting its full potential, can change 

lives.  As you have probably guessed, it is the Church.  When the Church is running on all 

cylinders, it is the one place where we can be accepted and belong for who we are.  Now, I am 

not suggesting that we can intentionally live a life contrary to the life Christ calls us to live, 

and expect to find acceptance or belonging regardless of our actions.  But I am saying that 

there will inevitably be times in our lives where we need the unconditional love and support of 

others.   

 

      It is in those times that the Church, through Christ, can be the transforming force that 

Christ has commissioned it to be.  We need each other.  We need each other when times are 

tough in our lives.  We need each other when we are struggling with a difficult situation.  We 

need each other when we are lonely.  We need each other when we are sad or hurt.  We need 

each other to celebrate with when something great happens as well.  The Church is a place 

where we can feel free to laugh or cry or both.  The Church is a place where all can be 

accepted and belong because all belong to Christ.  In this New Year, I hope and pray that we 

will all find, right here in our great church, this sense of acceptance and belonging, and that 

we will extend it to others as well.  

Blessings, 

Brian    
 

 

The 2018 Altar Flower Chart is located on the bulletin board 

by the elevator in the Koinonia Room. 

If a particular date is special to you or your family,            

please consider signing up to provide altar flowers on that day. 

Please, contact Martha Rakestraw at 262-6056  if you’d like to 

participate in this ministry:  

 



Thank you Sisters Study Group for serving us during 
fellowship hour between services in December! 

 

Thank you UMW Mary Martha Group  for serving us during February! 

    This year on Valentine’s Day, we will also                                
     celebrate Ash Wednesday.  This service will                               
     start us off as we walk thru 40 Days of Lent.                                 
     We will have an Ash Wednesday Service         
     February 14 at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  Plan                           
              to be part of this moving worship service.  Often                                                                                          
 we think about giving up something during Lent.  I  recently                       
 found the following poem as we  think of sacrifices we can make        
 during these next 40 Days. I encourage you to reflect on these words                                                                        
 . 

HOW TO FAST 

Fast from judging others;      

Feast on Christ dwelling in them. 

 

Fast from apparent darkness;         

Feast on the reality of light. 

 

Fast from pessimism; 

Feast on optimism. 

 

Fast from thoughts of illness; 

Feast on the healing power of God. 

 

Fast from words that pollute; 

Feast on phrases that purify. 

 

Fast from anger; 

Feast on patience. 

 

Fast from worry; 

Feast on Divine Providence. 

 

Fast from unrelenting pressure; 

Feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from negatives; 
Feast on positives. 
 
Fast from complaining; 
Feast on appreciation. 
 
Fast from hostility; 
Feast on non-resistance. 
 
Fast from bitterness; 
Feast on forgiveness. 
 
Fast from anxiety; 
Feast on hope. 
 
Fast from yourself; 
Feast on a silent heart.  

Blessings, Mary 

          

 

    40 Days of Prayer 
If you would like to be a part of the 40 Days of Prayer  Study but can’t 

make the Wednesday evening class, you are in luck!  The class will be    

presented at 9:45 in the parlor as part of the Purpose Driven Life Class.  

Facilitating the class will be Merritt Benson. Books will be available for 

$5.00.  Bring you coffee and cookies and join  the class! 

Baptism:  On January 28, 2018 during The Third Service, McKinzie Ann Large, 
daughter of Zakre Large and Jessica Anderson, was baptized by Pastor Brian 

Oliver. 

A BIG THANK YOU from Donna Roth:  To all who helped with 
"Unhanging of Greens"  your help was much appreciated.  

Please keep these members in your prayers:  
Lois Sasso, Bob Burpee, John Runge, Marilyn Lyle,                 

Mark Painter, Hallie Harris, Stephen Nichols, Bob Wellborn’s 

family, Bob passed away 1/20/18, Sarah Tomasini, Jessica         

Tomasini, Martha Rakestraw,  Sandra Porter, Norm Bideau and 

the Brownsville Mission trip. 

Pray for our church that God continues to  bless our 40 Days of 

Prayer  and that all members of this congregation will be called to 

participate. 

Attention FUMC leaders: If you have new information about a class or 
event, please make sure to submit it to the Express at 
exress@fumccasper.com. We need your input ensure the congregation is 
informed of current events in our church. 



SUNDAYS at FUMC 
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner 

1 
Kaden Drake 
 
2 
Justin Flores 
Roy Larsen     
Everlee Siems               
Max Tomasini 
Jeanne Tomb 
 
3 
Skip Curry 
David Dandridge 
Zak Kvislen 
Winne Scott 
Dorrie Shosh 
 
4 
Christopher Culver 
Austin Hinchey 
 
5                             
Allen Pedersen      
Elaina Sausedo   
 
6 
Peggy Busby 
Jayne Clark 
Abigail Flesvig 
Jenna Milliken 
 
7 
Merritt Benson 
Hailey Erbert 
Madison Hartnett 
Wilbur Yankey 
 
8 
Kane-Gabriel Decker 
Regina Johnson 
Earl Querin 
Bridger Tille 
 
 

9 
Deborah Barber 
Mataya Orth 
Debby Yankey 
 
10  
Deanna Archibald 
Corey Hittle 
Ashley Meyer 
Bob Tomb 
 
11 
Mark Adels 
Joshua Elliott 
Todd Kvislen 
Robert Miller 
 
12 
Denise Fulton 
William Gay 
Paige Hill 
Louise Turner 
 
13  
Herman Boner 
Harry Patterson 
Shaun Reinhart 
 
14 
 VALENTINES DAY! 
Myrlu Bolles 
Steven Bunner 
Ethan Hinkle 
Tiffany Magnus 
Simon Martinez 
Suzanne H-Norden 
Steven Bunner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
Vicki Cathey 
Kyle Chuman 
Ashlie Delach 
Grace Jenkins 
Taybor McCarthy 
Helen Rake 
 
16 
Shirley Austin 
Danielle Bangs 
Joshua Oxley 
 
17 
Chelsie Tucker 
 
18 
Bob Firebaugh 
Cleda Hughes 
Amanda McBeath 
Sandra Porter 
 

19Presidents Day 
Carla Itzen  
 
20  
Patricia Bell 
Dylan Briggs 
Abby Kennedy 
Mason Stillwell 
 
21 
Gavin Bishop 
Brenner Thoman 
 
22 
Tristan Bunner 
Karen Long 
 
23 
Jeff Glass 
Peyton Hill 
Justin Rainwater 
 

24 
Katie Farley 
 
25 
Travis Koch 
Emrullah Sarac 
Hannah Wheeler 
 
26 
Debbie Bovee 
Joanne Garone 
Cindy Hill 
Carrie Jordan 
Scott Kroll 
Kayla Kukus 
Victor Rodriguez 
 
27 
Diana Farrell 
 
28 
Chandler Kaiser 
 

**29 
Stanley Johnson 
Mandi Quinones 
 

NOT A LEAP     

YEAR 

WORSHIP IN february 
February 4th         “How To Pray For Healing And Restoration”           

 James 5:13-16 

 

February 11th         “When God Says, ‘No’”                                       

         Jeremiah 33:1-3 

 

February 18th      “What Makes A Hero? Good, Evil and God”              

         Ephesians 5:1-2 

 

February 25th     “What Makes A Hero? Right, Wrong and Holy”           

         Matthew 4:1-10 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

SERVICE 

  

February 14, 2018   

 6:00 in the Sanctuary 



 Calendar of Events—February 2018  

REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS  
 

Sundays:  9:40 am           Sunday School Classes 

  4:00 pm           Christ Singers Practice (Sanctuary)  

  5:00 pm           The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner) 

  5:30 pm           The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner) 

Mondays: 6:00 pm           Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays) 

  7:00 pm           Koinonia Ringers Practice 

  7:00 pm           NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10) 

Tuesdays: 9:30—11:00 am            Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time. 

  5:00 pm           Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday) 

                Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com. 

  5:00 pm           Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor) 

  5:30 pm           Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner) 

Wednesdays: 12:15—12:45 pm         Bach’s Lunch Organ Concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy! 

  5:00 pm            Youth Worship Music Team (King’s Corner) 

  6:00 pm           Youth Group (King’s Corner) 

  6:30 pm           Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor) 

  6:30 pm                        Grace Singers Practice 

  7:00 pm            Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12) 

  7:15 pm           Chancel Choir Practice 

  8:00 pm           NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10) 

Thursdays: 11:30 am          L.A.M.B.S (King’s Corner) 

  1:30 pm           Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays  

  5:00 pm             Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday) 

                Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com 

  7:00 pm           Emotions Anon (Room 10) 

Fridays: 8:30 pm           NA Meeting (Room 10) 

Saturdays: 10:00 am          Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
 

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room 

         February’s book is “Incendiary: The Psychiatrist, the Mad Bomber, and the Invention of  

            Criminal Profiling” by Michael Cannell 

*Couch Chicks: Every other Tuesday, 6:30 pm, in members’ homes 

*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month in a members’ homes 

*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am 

 (Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.) 

*Not Ready for High Church Players (NR4HC): 3rd Mon of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Rm 

*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room 

*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am 

*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm 

*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm 

*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed. 
 

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, February 18th  

(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, February 26th ) 

                                    

 

 

 

                                                       God is Moving in a Mighty Way! 

Isaiah 43:18-19  

Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old.                       
Behold, I am  doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will 
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 

because calling us

What’s New in the Music Ministry at FUMC? Chamber Orchestra!

The Ground 

The Lake 

April 1
st

 is Easter Sunday. No Joke.                                                                                  

 
FACT: Music is good for the soul. 
Dwight Schrute 
 

                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

                                 
 

 

 

 

 
 

RY 

 

mailto:media@fumccasper.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A18-19&version=ESV


Groceries For Youth 
 

 

The Groceries for Youth program supports youth programs within 

FUMC:  Children’s Sunday School; Vacation Bible School;      

Celebrate, Connect and Serve (a summer children’s program);  

Youth Group Activities and Mission Trips.  The Groceries for 

Youth program receives a designated percentage of every dollar 

sold in grocery gift cards from Albertson’s, Ridley's and Smith’s.  

Albertson's and Smith's cards can be used at other locations as well - check out the list on 

the cards. 

 

If you shop at Smith's without using a church supplied grocery card, please consider    

linking your Community Rewards Card to the First United Methodist Church.  Linking 

your card does not impact your rewards or usage but will additionally benefit the church. 

 

DIRECTIONS TO LINK YOUR SMITHS COMMUNITY REWARDS CARD 

 

STEP 1:  Get a Rewards Card at the Smith's store 

 

 Go to website:   www.smithscommunityrewards.com 

 

STEP 2:  Register, if not already registered with the program 

 1)  Select the "Register" button in the top right corner of the screen 

 2)  Enter requested information to complete your registration 

 

STEP 3:  Connect your Rewards Card with the church 

 1)  Sign-in, user and password, to the www.smithscommunityrewards.com  

  website 

 2)  "Edit" your Rewards Card Number - if not already listed when you sign-in 

 3)  "Edit"  the Community Rewards section 

  a)  In the "Search Box" enter the church's number, 59717 

  b)  Select the "Search" button 

  c)  Select the First United Methodist Church (should be only option in  

    search list) 

  d)  Select the "Enroll" button and you should be finished! 

 

 

To receive text reminders about all youth events,  classes, and        

meetings, send a text stating:  “@fumcteens” to 81010 

Contact Kathie Walker at 307-421-0660 or ChristianEd@fumccasper.com for     

information concerning youth ministries events.  

February Events: 
Feb 1:  Pizza Ranch Fundraiser 4 –9 pm 
Feb 4:  Souper Bowl Collection 
Febr 7:  Youth Group in Kings Corner            
 6-8pm 
Feb 14  Youth Group in Kings Corner            
 6-8pm VALENTINE’S DAY      
 PARTY (BRING A FRIEND) 
Feb 18:  Youth Worship Team Sings 
Feb 21:  Youth Group in Kings Corner            
 6-8pm 
Feb 23/24:  30 Hour Famine @ Christ  
 UMC 

The youth group will be collecting     

donations on February 4th after both  

services.  These donations will be     

donated to our Youth 30 Hour Famine. 

Come get your fundraising packets!!   
Our team goal is more than $1,000 

  When:  Fasting begins 1:30 p.m. on Friday, February 23 
(eat lunch before 1:30, you may drink water and juice in the afternoon) 

When:  Retreat begins 6:00 p.m. Friday, February 23 
Retreat ends 7:00 p.m. Saturday, February 24 
***The last hour we will celebrate our accomplishment!!!  We will need    
parents (or anyone who wants to join the celebration) to help with this    
celebration by bringing in potluck items for the youth EAT!! 

Where: Christ United Methodist 
The Permission form MUST be signed by a parent and turned in by   

February 21! 



Calling all women of FUMC! 
YOU are invited to join one of our United Methodist Women’s (UMW) Groups! 

We have three different UMW groups:                                                                                                     
Mary Martha Group meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month  7-9 p.m. in the SonRise Room.                                                                                         
Hannah Group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the SonRise Room.                                                                                             
Naomi Group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in a member’s home. 
 We encourage you to contact one of our group leaders to learn more about UMW 
or to attend one of the meetings. The group leaders are: 
 Donna Roth 237-9759—Mary Martha Group 
 Ruth Hartung, 235-3141—Hannah Group 
 Jane Sizemore, 237-7707—Naomi Group. 

If you have items to 
donate to our United 

Methodist Thrift Shop, 
please take them to  

611 W. Collins. 
If you are at the back 
door with items call    

234-6611 and someone 
will let you in. 

Call Sandra at 267-7868 
for more information or 

to volunteer as a substitute 
or for a regular shift.  

 

  

 

Hey Kids!   
We will continue learning about 

Prayer in Sunday School from  

 9:40-10:50 a.m.   

  

We have fun with stories, games, 

crafts, and snacks! 

Come join us for a whole new  

experience and BRING A FRIEND 

as we learn about PRAYER. 

IS YOUR BUSINESS 

GROWING? 

NEED A BIGGER 

OFFICE SPACE? 

 

The Church 

owned Durbin 

Center has quality Office space 

available from 300 to 3,300 sq. feet. 

 

Contact the Church Office at        

234-9385 if you are interested or 

know someone who is.  

 

Thanks from the Trustees! 

Bless the Heart of a 
Child 

February 11, Both Services 
 

 On February 11, we will be asking you to covenant 
prayers for the children and youth of our Church. As you leave 
worship, you will receive a heart with a child’s name printed in 
it. Please keep this child in your daily prayers. 
 You may wish to send cards to the children (e.g. birthday or holiday cards). 
There will be a box on the table by the elevator in the church, in which you can deposit 
any cards you wish to send. Simply place a postage stamp on the envelope of the card 
and write the child’s name on it, then place it in the box. The office will address and 
mail the cards. f you have any questions, please contact Kathie Walker.  



L UNCH 
A ND 
M ORE 
B UNCH 
 

If you are a mother of a baby or preschooler, or are about to become a 
mother, come join us every Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for fun, 
interesting discussions and free lunch at Kings  Corner. Child Care will be 
provided, so you can  enjoy  some much needed mom-time.  

We are still looking for soup 
makers; so, if you would like to 

help out, please contact 

Blithe Cummings  
at  277-6631 

NEW MINISTRY EMPHASIS                                                                             

God is moving mightily in our church as we participate 

in our 40 Days of Prayer.  It was evident in a recent 

meeting in our church.  A group of 12 women met to discuss the formation of a 

Visioning Team for Women’s Ministry.  These women were engaged, inspired, 

and encouraged to develop a vision for enlarging our present women’s program.  

We plan to continue to support our United Methodist Women’s group, in addition 

to developing other interest groups for women of all ages, both inside and     

outside our church walls. 

The group will meet again on Saturday, February 3
rd

 from 10:00-12 noon in the 

Koinonia Room.  Any woman interested in becoming a part of this team, please 

join us.  For more information contact Pastor Mary. 

Thrift Shop Volunteers!! 
Please plan to attend the “Spring” meeting February 8  

at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 

  LIFE IN CHRIST  
March 5, 12, 19 and April 9, 16, 23 

 
Coming Monday March 5

th
 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm in the 

Lion’s Den, Pastors   Brian and Mary will lead a 6 week 
course to encourage members and friends in basic    
spiritual practices so that the follower of Christ may be 
equipped for consistent spiritual growth and faithful    
service.  Any person new to the Christian faith or wanting to develop more  
consistent spiritual growth is encouraged to participate in this class.  Topics to 
be discussed is: 

Understanding God’s Relationship with Us 
Experiencing God’s Grace and Resisting Temptation 
Embracing the Help of the Holy Spirit  
Studying God’s Word and Seeking God in Prayer 
Seeking God’s Will and Following Christ for a Life Time 
Serving in Christ’s Kingdom Work 

There is no cost for this class.  Bring your Bible and prepare to receive, live 
and share the life of Christ.  For more information contact Pastor Mary. 

Sunday morning opportunity 

Open invitation to women of all ages 

 
What are boundaries?  Why do I need them?  How do I get others-

and myself –to recognize and respect boundaries? 
 

Sundays 9:45-10:30 upstairs in the Library (across the hall from the 

Parlor).   
 

Join us for casual conversations about setting healthy boundaries with parents, spouses,  

children, coworkers, friends, and even yourself, by drawing on God’s wisdom.  The book 

Boundaries by Dr. Henry Cloud & Dr. John Townsend is the content guide.  There is NO 

pre-reading required and each Sunday session is unique and fresh. 

Rocking chair needed!! If you have a wooden rocking chair 

you are looking to get rid of, the LAMB ministry and the nursery in 

Kings Corner could really use one, Please contact Blithe Cummings      

277-6631. 



 

Hey FUMC Adults & Teens!  
You have gifts! You have talents!  

Share them with our FUMC kids hands -on!  
 

How is God moving you to use your gifts and talents to be an active part 
of this summer’s Vacation Bible School? 

There are so many ways for you to support and serve our kids’ VBS experience. 
Do you have a few minutes or a few hours, do you enjoy set design, snack making, 

teaching, singing, experiments, or just being with kids? 
 

Call me! I’d love to tell you all about this Children’s Ministries highlight 
and to hear how you feel called to be part of this joyful God-led event! 

Contact me (Kathie Walker) at: 
307-234-9385 (office) 
307-421-0660 (cell) 

ChristianEd@fumccasper.com 

Get ready for... 

 

 

 

 
Vacation Bible School 

July 16-20 
“Venture onto an uncharted island where kids survive and thrive.   

Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries them through life’s 

storms.”    - Group  




