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Family Advent Activity 3rd floor
9:45
Sunday, December 10, Children’s Christmas Party
10:30
Wednesday, December 13 Youth Party Kings Corner
6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 17, Christmas Cantata all choirs
8:30 and 11:00
Sunday, December 24, One Morning Service
10:00
Christmas Eve Children’s service
5:00
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7:00
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
9:00

12

The 2017 Altar Flower Chart
Dercember Alter Flowers
is located on the bulletin
Dec 3—Phil and Lori Johnson
Dec 10—Genene Quick
board by the elevator in the
Dec. 17—Poinsettias
Koinonia Room.
December 24 —Poinsettias

If a particular date is special
to you or your family, please
Thank you for making our
consider signing up to provide
altar beautiful!
altar flowers on that day.
October Acolyte Schedule
DATE

Blessings and greetings, Church!
Can you believe that it is already December? I was just getting
used to the idea that it was almost Thanksgiving, and now it is almost
Christmas! The old adage remains true that time flies when you’re having fun. I hope
that you had a blessed Thanksgiving, and want to wish you a blessed and Merry
Christmas as well! It has been a blessed and fun-filled fall, and we now look forward to a
blessed and exciting winter.
The eventual and inevitable end of the calendar year lends itself to a time of reflection and
expectation. First, the end of the year offers us the opportunity to reflect on what this year
entailed for us personally and communally. It is a time to reflect on and give thanks for the
blessings that we have enjoyed. It is also a time to reflect on some of the hard times that we
have endured as well. The ebb and flow of blessings and trials is not something that is new to
any of us. We have learned, as Jesus tells his disciples in John 16:33, that in this world we
will have trouble. But that’s not the last word. Jesus goes on to say, “But take heart! I have
overcome the world.” I hope that we have experienced more blessings than trials during this
past year. But even if that is not the case, Jesus reminds us to take heart because better days
are ahead.
That leads us to expectation. The ending of one year brings us to expectations of a new
year. The season of Advent exemplifies and embodies this spirit of expectation. As we
prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we are reminded of the excitement that his birth brings.
Christ’s birth brings redemption, renewal, and regeneration into our lives. It is because of his
birth that we can dare to have extraordinary expectations for the New Year that fast
approaches. We can dare to have extraordinary expectations because Christ’s birth reminds us
that God is with us. I pray that this Christmas will remind us of the blessings of the past year,
and of the hopeful expectations for the year to come. Blessings!
Merry Christmas,
Brian

8:30 SERVICE

11:00 SERVICE

December 3
Josh Oxley
December 10
Hope Wheeler
December 17
Olivia Sausedo
December 24 One service at 10:00
December 31

Roger Bowman
Roger Bowman
Roger Bowman
Braden Bosco

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
DATE

8:30 AM

11:00 AM

5:00 PM TOTALS

11/2/2017

155

81

52

288

11/12/2017

174

100

63

337

11/19/2017

179

103

38

320

11/26/2017

130

91

53

274

FUMC 2017 FINANCIAL DATA
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

October

$54,540

$47,487

MONTHLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
$7,053

YEARLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($12,223)

Thank you UMW Naomi Group for serving us during
fellowship hour between services in November!
Thank you UMW Mary Martha Group for serving us during

Memorial Service for Don Madden will be held on Wednesday,
December 27, 2 p.m.. at Oregon Trail State Veterans Cemetery. A reception
will follow at the 19th Hole Restaurant. Pastor Mary will be officiating the
service.

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Hallie Harris and family on the
death of Don Harris who passed on Friday November 10th. Service for
Don was Held Wednesday, November 15. Both pastors, Mary and
Brian, presided over the service.

Borrowed from Facebook:
Someone, who’s Church went through a similar tragedy, made a beautiful
suggestion of mailing a card to the church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. It
seems small but she said it was such an encouragement to her church when
they walked this road in 1999. For months they woud walk into their church
and see all the cards from all over the world. If you feel led, here is the
address:
First Baptist Church, PO Box 115, Sutherland Springs, TX 78161

“Are you looking for a Christmas gift for a
person who has everything? How about
honoring them with a donation to the
endowment fund in their name!”
If you have questions let me know.
Gary Becker
Chairperson, Endowment Committee
Thank YOU!
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH “HANGING OF THE
GREENS”. Your help was much appreciated!!

PASTOR’S NOTES
With Christmas, it’s easy to get so
busy with the cooking, decorating and shopping that we forget why we’re
doing all this in the first place. Sometimes, the very people we love get lost
in the hustle and bustle of packed schedules, holiday parties, and Christmas
musicals.
As I was preparing for this article I came across this Christmas version of
1 Corinthians 13. I found it helped me keep my focus on what Paul deemed most important of all…
love. Perhaps you will want to make it a part of your family tradition and share it with your loved ones..
And since You are a part of my family, I want to share it with each of you.

1 Corinthians 13 @ By Sharon Haynes
If I decorate my house perfectly with lovely plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights, and
shiny glass balls, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet
meals, and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love to my
family, I’m just another cook.
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give all that I have to charity,
but do not show love to myfamily, it profits me nothing.
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of
holiday parties, and sing in the choir’s cantata, but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the
point.
Love stops the cooking to hug the child.
Love doesn’t give only to
Love sets aside the decorating to kiss a husband
those who are able to give
Love is kind, though harried and tired
in return, but rejoices in
Love doesn’t envy another home that has
giving to those who can’t
Coordinated Christmas china and table linens.
Love bears all things,
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get our of your way.
Believes all things, hopes
All things, and endures all things.
Love never fails. Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rot, But
giving the gift of love will endure.
Let’s Pray: Heavenly Father, thank You for sending You Son, Jesus, on the starry night in Bethlehem.
I am still amazed at your great love for me. May I never lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas,
but celebrate Jesus’ birth with joy! Help me to give as You Gave—with love. I pray you and your
family have a blessed Christmas.
Mary

1
Matthew Culver
Amber Metz
Billie Patterson

9
Lindsey Ford

2
Willow Curtis
Debbie Glass
Leah Malody
Gene Rohrbeck
Christina Yankey

11

3 Advent Festival &
Blue Service
Gage Williams

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
December 3

rd

December 10th
December 17

th

December 24th
December 31st

“The Wonder of a Star”
“The Wonder of a Name”

Matthew 2:1-10
Matthew 1:18-21

Christmas Cantata
“The Wonder of a Manger”
Luke 2:1-20
One Worship Service @ 10 am
One Worship Service @ 10 am
SUNDAYS at FUMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

10 children’s party

12
Scott Hunter
Norma Patton
Tayden Rodriguez
Beth Shively
13 Youth Party
Jason Crotteau
Marilyn Lyle

4
Sterling Baker
Edna Bell
Adam Couldridge
Dan Luers
Smokie Slocum
Rachelle Tucker

14
Katie Guerttman
Chad Lore
Sally Slocum
Bill Thornton

5
Zoe Bunner
Calvin Fletcher
Jason Lineweber
Renee Payne
Lewis Stock

15
Jamie Cline
Marilynn Deiss
Daniel Marken
Madeline Chuman
Muriel PierceStrickland
Paul Salveson

6
Matthew Gacke
7
Dennis Gazdiewich
Paula Loranc
Dane Rasmussen
Gary Somerville
8
Don McHattie
James Sack
Jason Stoval

16
Mark Ingledew
Bob McMichael
Garrett Sheppard
17
Kelley Bacon
Nancy Potter
Dustin Reynolds
Scott Skavdahl
Lynda Sneddon
Tristy Thomas
Rebecca Yocum

18
Juli Brubaker
Dale Bundy
Linda Gehres
Faydra-Storm Decker
Dean Kelly
19
Cyndi Batchelder
Whitney Daugherty
Wilmer Hines
Brendon Littau
Tracy Sutherland
Steve Wilson
20
Anne Carlsen
Dustin Patik
21
Josie Faulkner
Eileen Raver
22
London Brood
Keith Cross
Howdy Flanagan
Shelly Mason
Rodney Patik
23
Brian Boyle
Jan Cobb
Donna Laird
Lois Sasso
24
Natalie Maddy
Kendall TeBeest
25 Merry Christmas!
Ron Cutts
Eldon Gomes
Rodney Kennedy
Ann McInroy
Cheryl Talkington

26
Spence Livingston
Nick Nickerson
Elmer Parson
27
Kristin Harris
Quin Marvel
28
Michael Culver
Joe Kennedy
Stephanie Lee
Ardene Mullison
Brianna Quinones
Margot Smith
Jack Strickland
29
Maya Crum
Danica Itzen
Jessica Luers
Gerald Sleep
30
Hadley Bryans
Michelle Harshman
Dave Korenke
Julie Schmitt
Erin Siems
Brad Ullery
Melissa Van Buren
Kent Williamson
31
Verla Carter
Robert Fox
Bob King
Darlene Mitchell

Calendar of Events—DecembER 2017
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays:

Mondays:
Tuesdays:

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

Fridays:
Saturdays:

9:40 am
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
12:15—12:45 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm
11:30 am
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
Children’s Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner)
The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner)
Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com.
Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Bach’s Lunch Organ Concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy!
Youth Worship Music Team (King’s Corner)
Youth Group (King’s Corner)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Grace Singers Practice
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
Chancel Choir Practice
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
L.A.M.B.S (King’s Corner)
Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
Emotions Anon (Room 10)
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
December’s book is “Pigs In Heaven” by Barbara Kingsolver
*Couch Chicks: Every other Tuesday, 6:30 pm, in members’ homes
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month in a members’ homes
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am
(Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.)
*Not Ready for High Church Players (NR4HC): 3rd Mon of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Rm
*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, 9:30am
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, December 17th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, December 26th )

A Note from the Minister of Music For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. -Isaiah 9:6 This scripture is
heard so often this time of year. It is found on greeting cards, church bulletins, Christmas
carols and of course the famous Handle's Messiah. Do we let these powerful words slip by us
because of familiarity? I was listening to an interview with Zaap van Zweden, the New York
Philharmonic's new conductor for the next five years. van Zweden shared his thoughts on the
importance of presenting familiar pieces to his audience in fresh surprising ways. For example,
Beethoven's Fifth Symphony. Everyone knows the opening line, sol- sol- sol- mi...... so how
could he still grab the ear of the audience? van Zweden said he looks at the music as though he
had never seen it or heard it before. He thinks back to what the first audience thought of these
now familiar notes. By doing this he tries to unlearn what he knew of this work and present it
as though it had never been performed before. There van Zweden finds the freshness and
power of the music. Let us, this season, take pause to reflect on this very familiar scripture and
read it as though we have never read it or heard it before. What comes to mind? What is the
Holy Spirit saying to you in these words? What does this mean to you?
Christmas Choir Rehearsals and Performance
Christmas is coming and the goose is getting fat! Time to come together and polish up our
music for a day to worship our Lord and Savior. Please try to attend all of the rehearsal times,
we have a lot to prepare! Youth Worship Team is invited and encouraged to join the Christmas
Choir at rehearsals. Christ Singers and Youth Worship Team are needed on Saturday,
December 16 , from 10 to 12 for final rehearsal. Looking forward to a blessed and beautiful
musical offering. Rehearsals are: Wednesday, November 29 at 7:15pm - 8:30pm Wednesday,
December 6 at 7:15pm - 8:30pm Saturday, December 9 at 10am to 12pm Wednesday,
December 13 at 7:15pm - 8:30pm Saturday, December 16 at 10am to 12pm *Christ Singers
and Youth Worship Team included here!!!*
Sunday December 17th
Performance both church services Looking Forward to seeing
you all!
Christ Singers (4 years through 5th Grade) Youth Worship Team (6th grade through
12th) Christmas Rehearsals What is an Advent wreath? What does Jesus mean to you?
Come to our rehearsals and you will get to explore these things. We are preparing for our
Christmas program set for Sunday, December 17th performing at both services. Christ Singers
rehearsals are each Sunday from 4pm to 5pm. Youth Worship Team is every Wednesday
from 5pm to 6pm. Special Final rehearsal with all choirs is Saturday, December 16th from 10
to 12 pm. Please be there so we can give our best to God!
Christmas Choir (Chancel Choir and Grace Singers) Christmas Party /Pot Luck Lets

get together Wednesday, December 20th from 6 to 7:30 or 8:00pm to Celebrate the joy
of sharing music and friendship together. Bring some food to share! We will
meet at Linda Brubaker’s house, 1911 South Cedar street.

To receive text reminders about all youth events, classes, and
meetings, send a text stating: “@fumcteens” to 81010

Save THE DATE
Dec 3, 9:45-Noon—Family Advent Event
On the Third Floor in Sunday School Rooms

Christmas Party:
There are many things
to do for this Sunday
(January 7). We will
need king operators,
holy family, the star,
lay readers, Camel, and
many other fun parts.
We are in particular
need for fathers (or any
men) to help with the
kings. If you are
interested in helping,
please call Kathie at
234-9385, for more
information.

When: Wed, Dec 13
Time: 6 pm - 8 pm
Contact Kathie for
Details
All Youth Welcome!
December Events:
Dec 3: Children’s Advent Event
Dec 6: Youth Group in Kings Corner 6-8pm
Dec 10: YLT Meeting 11:00 am in KC
Dec 13: Christmas Party 6-8 pm in KC
Dec 17: Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
Dec 20, 27: NO YOUTH GROUP!
Jan 3: Epiphany Practice
Jan 7: Epiphany Three King Service

Contact Kathie Walker at 307-421-0660 or ChristianEd@fumccasper.com
for information concerning youth ministries events.

FUMC Youth Group is Hosting a
Very Merry Christmas Breakfast!

When: Sunday, December 17th
Where: Fellowship Hall
Time: 930am to 1130am
MENU
Pancakes
Bacon
Sausage
Scrambled Eggs
Coffee and Juice
Suggested Donation: $5 per person
Thank You For Your Support!
Merry Christmas!

Poinsettia
Donation Form

Calling all women of FUMC!
YOU are invited to join one of our United Methodist Women’s (UMW) Groups!
We have three different UMW groups:
Mary Martha Group meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month 7-9 p.m. in the SonRise Room.
Hannah Group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the SonRise Room.
Naomi Group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in a member’s home.
We encourage you to contact one of our group leaders to learn more about UMW
or to attend one of the meetings. The group leaders are:
 Rita Livingston, 237-8378—Mary Martha Group
 Ruth Hartung, 235-3141—Hannah Group
 Jane Sizemore, 237-7707—Naomi Group.

2018 UMW Board Officers
President: Lori Johnson
Secretary: Linda Brubaker
Treasurer: Wanda Bennett
Assistant Treasurer: Diane Payne
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson/
Linda Brubaker
Education & Interpretation: Rita Livingston
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann
Hines
Nominations: Executive Board
Program Resources: Wanda Bennett
Social Action: Genene Quick
Spiritual Growth: Brenda Doyle
Youth Coordinator: Ruth Hartung

If you have items to
donate to our United
Methodist Thrift Shop,
please take them to
611 W. Collins.
If you are at the back
door with items call
234-6611 and someone
will let you in.
Call Sandra at 267-7868
for more information or
to volunteer as a substitute
or for a regular shift.

To order a poinsettia for the church for Christmas, complete this form & return it,
with your payment of $16.00 per plant to the office by either placing it in the
collection plate, putting it in my mailbox in the Koinonia room, or by mailing it in,
attn: Linda.
Please respond by December 10th, our deadline for orders.
PLEASE PRINT – THANK YOUJ
In Memory/Honor of:
________________________________________________________________
2nd Plant (if desired), In Memory/Honor of:
________________________________________________________________
Given by:
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Please Check one:
__Donate my poinsettia(s) to shut-ins/hospital/Hospice patients.
___I can help deliver poinsettia(s) ____________________________________
(NAME

PHONE #)

___I will pick up my poinsettia(s) after Epiphany Services, on January 7th, 2018 or
on Monday, January 8th.
Enclose/attach check or money for each poinsettia ordered, $16.00 each, with this
order form. Please respond as soon as possible to assure we have enough
poinsettias available!
(We must know how many plants are needed prior to ordering.)

The Ministry of Listening
Think of a time when you really felt cared for. Chances are someone focused
on what you had to say, was attentive to your needs, and listened to how you felt
instead of telling you how you should feel or what you should do.
Listening is one of the most powerful ministry tools at your disposal. It demonstrates
that you care about the other person. In Stephen Ministry, a great deal of tie is spent
in teaching and practicing listening skills because of its importance as a caregiving tool.
You too can become a more caring listener by understanding and applying these six
listening concepts from Stephen Ministry training.
1. Listening is active. It takes energy and commitment to listen really well. Focus
your attention on what the other person has to say instead of thinking of what
you‘ll say next. Look at him or her while you listen, and nod along from time to
time so the person knows you’re tuned in.
2. Listening takes patience. Often you need to build trust before someone will open
up to you. Constant, patient listening is a key.
3. Listening involves more that just words. Pay attention not only to what is said, but
to what is not said– or to what is said with a smile or a sigh. Pay attention to body
language, too. Does it agree with or contradict a person’s spoken words?
4. Good listeners aren’t completely silent. They restate key thoughts or ideas to be
sure they understood correctly or ask focused questions to encourage the person
to reach a little deeper.
5. Listening happens over time. One conversation might build upon an earlier one. As
you listen over several conversations, are there any recurring themes or patterns in
what the person has said? Are there any contradictions from what was said
earlier? These are signs there may be more to explore underneath.
6. Listening is confidential. A great way to build that trust and to show the person you
really care for him or her is to maintain confidentiality and not to share with others
what was told to you in private conversation.
7. Jesus was a model of a good listener. Much of his ministry was listening to people.
By listening to what people had to say he demonstrated how much he really cared
about them.
8. We all want FUMC to be a caring place where members and guest truly feel people
care about who they are and how they feel. Listening is a great gift we can give to
one another, and one we can all use to make FUMC a more caring place.

L UNCH
A ND
M ORE
B UNCH

We are still looking for soup
makers; so, if you would like to
help out, please contact
Blithe Cummings
at 277-6631

If you are a mother of a baby or preschooler, or are about to become a
mother, come join us every Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for fun,
interesting discussions and free lunch at Kings Corner. Child Care will be
provided, so you can enjoy some much needed mom-time.

Every other month St Mark’s Episcopal Church is having a
Free Diaper and Wipes day from 10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Enter off Wolcott Street and follow the arrows. Diapers
will be in
the Guild Room.

UPCOMING MISSION TRIP JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 7, 2018

Our Missions Possible Team will return for a ninth year to work
with our friends at Good Neighbor Settlement House in
Brownsville, Texas. Projects will involve a variety of tasks, but no
special skills are required. Only a servant's hear and a desire to help
the poor and underprivileged.
Team size will be limited to 10. Team meeting will be Tuesday,
January 9 @ 4PM in the SonRise Room.
Contact Merritt Benson @ 277-7410 with questions or to sign up

WOMEN’S WINTER
RETREAT

“Living a Culture of Honor”
Attention Ladies!! Join us for
our winter retreat with
Pat Bruner on Saturday,
January 13th. Start time is 8:30
am and we will conclude at 4:00 pm. A lite lunch will be
served. The program will be in Kings’ Corner.
We will discuss how we can honor God and honor each other.
And will also discuss the role of forgiveness in our
relationships.
The cost is only $5.00 to help cover expenses. A nursery will
be provided. Registration will begin December 3rd. For more
information please contact Pastor Mary.
IS YOUR BUSINESS GROWING?
NEED A BIGGER OFFICE SPACE?
The Church owned Durbin Center
has quality
Office space available from 300 to
3,300 sq.ft.
Contact the Church Office at
234-9385 if you are
interested or know someone who is.
Thanks from the Trustees!

UNLEASH THE POWER OF
PRAYER IN YOUR LIFE
BEGINNING IN JANUARY…..
Life doesn’t always go as planned. At some point, you
will face impossible obstacles and barriers—situations
that make you think there’s no way this is going to work
out. But God wants to help you handle uncertainty when
it comes your way. He is ready and willing to give you a
breakthrough, but it doesn’t just happen spontaneously;
breakthroughs happen when you seek them. And the way you seek them
is through prayers.
Beginning in January, we will offer a church wide study on “40 Days of
Prayer”. We will offer the DVD study on Sunday mornings in the Purpose
Driven Life Adult SS Class. Pastors Brian and Mary will offer a sermon
on this important topic. On Wednesday nights beginning January 10 th, our
pastors will also lead a study on 40 Days of Prayer for six weeks starting
at 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Throughout this series, you will learn how
to cultivate a powerful prayer life and experience breakthrough in your
relationship challenges, financial difficulties, bad habits, health crisis, and
many other areas of your life. Don’t miss a single sermon and small group
study of this life-changing series. Our sermon series will start Jan. 14th.
Sign sheets for the study will be out in December. Contact Pastor Mary
for more information.

The LAMBS group
made fall centerpieces
as an activity for the
group
Sarah Tomasini is child
care, Hannah and
Ashley are participants.

Sanctuary painting and banner hanging

