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What to Expect: We will tell your story with a
variety of poses, background options, and
professional lighting. Bring your meaningful
items that show the real you (musical
instruments, sporting goods, hobby items,
special keepsakes). Our professional photographers will guide you through your session and
capture the joy of the moment.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Check in: and we will start your session.
Shine: from traditional to modern, our
photographers will help you look your best.
Select your image for the directory.
View all images from your session and
purchase additional portraits, greeting cards,
and frames.
From start to finish, plan for about an hour.

Happy Fall! Kids are back to school, it’s football season
(Go Pokes!), the mornings are crisp and before you know it
the “white stuff” (yes I mean snow) will be paying us a visit.
It is a time for new beginnings at home, school, and church.
We are so excited about the new music programs that are getting started. We continue to
serve thousands of meals each year at The Third worship service and the Upgrade Class.
And there are new children’s and adult classes. With so many exciting things happening at
our church it is a great time to share the joys we are experiencing with others. Make a point
this month (and every month) to share the good things that are happening through our
church with your family, friends, coworkers, and neighbors, and invite someone to church.
You may be the invitation they have been waiting for!
Yours in Christ, Toni & Rod Patik, Stewardship

The 2017 Altar Flower Chart
October Alter Flowers
is located on the bulletin
Oct 1—Open
Oct 8—Open
board by the elevator in the
Oct 15—Open
Koinina Room.

Blessings and greetings, Church!
Fall is upon us! Fall is my favorite time of the year for many
reasons. One, the weather is beautiful. It’s usually not too hot or
too cold. Two, football is in full force. Three, and most
importantly, all of our programs are up and running at church. Fall in the church
has a feeling of fresh starts and excitement. It’s so exciting to come into the
church on a weeknight and see all the activity that is taking place. What a
blessing it is that we are able to provide so many ministry opportunities at our
church!

Oct. 22 —Open

If a particular date is special Oct 29 —Open
to you or your family, please
consider signing up to provide
altar flowers on that day.
October Acolyte Schedule
DATE
October 1
October 8
October 15
October 22
October 29

We have many, many spiritual growth opportunities that are viable and vital to
our well being. Our Wind River Reservation Mission Team has just returned
from another helpful and meaningful trip. Sunday school, Youth Group, and our
weekly Bible studies are all off to fantastic starts. All of our choirs are in full
swing too and provide us with a valuable way to worship. I know there are many
other programs that I am missing. We have so many great ministries taking place
that there isn’t space to name them all.

11:00 SERVICE

Lexi Gacke
Sami Leckie
Jacob Ruble
Braden Bosco
Danica Itzen

We have no acolytes
for the 11:00
service. Interested?
Contact Nikki at
234-9385

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
September 2017

Fall is also a time of focused stewardship in the life of our church. During this
month, I hope and pray that we will all take the time to consider the many
ministries that are provided through the generosity of our giving. I also hope and
pray that we will dream big about how our generosity can further grow and even
create new ministry opportunities as well.
Blessings,
Brian

Attention FUMC leaders: If you have new information about a class or event,
please make sure to submit it to the Express at express@fumccasper.com.
We need your input ensure the congregation is informed of current events in
our church.

8:30 SERVICE

DATE

8:30 AM

11:00 AM

5:00 PM TOTALS

9/3/2017

144

90

41

275

8/13/2017

152

94

62

308

8/20/2017

138

82

55

275

8/27/2017

159

84

53

296

FUMC 2017 FINANCIAL DATA
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

July

$36,693

$43,551

MONTHLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($6,858)

YEARLY
GAIN/(LOSS)
($7,853)

Thank you Board of Trustees for serving us during
fellowship hour between services in September!

Notes From the Pastor

Thank you Hand Bell choir for serving us during
the month of October!

Congratulations and Best Wishes to
Gay Browning and Michael LeGrande on their marriage, which
took place on September 16 with Pastor Brian officiating.

In October, the Adult Bible study class will continue studying Purpose
Ephesians and Philippians. Bring your cookies and coffee!
Driven
Everyone is welcome! Merritt Benson will facilitate the
Life
class. Questions? Call 277-7410. Class begins at 9:45.
We extend deepest sympathy to the family of Dale Amundson
who passed away September 12. His service was held September
23 with Pastor Brian officiating

12 Stephen Ministers
are actively serving our church!
Please keep our ministry in prayer.
Who have you met lately?
Remember when you first visited our church? Did you feel welcome?
We hope you did, as we are a welcoming church. Visitors feel
welcome when we make the effort to meet them. One suggestion is
to look around. Most of us sit in the same area, if not the same pew, during Sunday services. When someone you don’t recognize sits nearby, suck up your courage and say,
“Hello, I don’t know you. My name is ______.” Or choose your own
greeting. The point is to be friendly; you don’t have to be suave. And
don’t forget to follow up – tell a pastor about your encounter and
then smile. The Lord surely is.
The Revitalization Hospitality Group

King David wrote in Psalm 31:15, “My
times are in your hands”. What a
profound statement—God has absolute control over the time in
our lives. God is the only one in the universe who totally
controls each 24 hours.
We recently experienced this in August with the total eclipse!
What an awesome experience! The sun never rises late or sets
too early. Astronomers can calculate the exact place of every
heavenly body in the remote past, and in the distant future.
Millions and millions of stars move around the universe with
absolute control over the time in our lives.
God is never late. He is never premature. He has a time for
every situation and every circumstance in our lives. That means
that God is in control. Knowing that God loves and cares for us
enables us to keep our faith regardless of our circumstances. It
also keeps us from sinning foolishly by taking matters into our
own hands or resenting God’s timetable.
Isn’t God good?….All the time --God is good!
Blessings,
Pastor Mary
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Judith Goodman
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Preston Underwood
Reese Underwood
Judy Wilcox
2
Tony Hedges
Linda Kammerer
Gabrielle Kvislen
Amber Lebsock
3
Melodi Alldredge
Debby Hoerle
Lloyd Loftin
Peggy Meining

WORSHIP IN OCTOBER

October 1st

October 8th

“The Christian Wallet: Culture of Consumerism” Luke 18:18-27
“The Christian Wallet: The Joy of Simplicity”

Luke 10:1-9

October 15th “The Christian Wallet: Honoring God with Our Work” John 5:10-17
October 22nd
October 29th

“The Christian Wallet: Responsible Investing” Genesis 41:25-36
“The Christian Wallet: Generosity”

SUNDAYS at FUMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

Matthew 25:31-45
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Calendar of Events—OctobER 2017
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays:

Mondays:
Tuesdays:

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

Fridays:
Saturdays:

9:40 am
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30—11:00 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
12:15—12:45 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm
1:30 pm
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
10:00 am

Sunday School Classes
Children’s Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
Praise Team Practice (King’s Corner)
The Third Community Dinner (King’s Corner)
The Third Worship Service (King’s Corner)
Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting—Staff is unavailable during this time.
Bulletin Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to: office@fumccasper.com.
Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall/3rd Floor)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Bach’s Lunch Organ Concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy!
Youth Worship Music Team (King’s Corner)
Youth Group (King’s Corner)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
Grace Singers Practice
Al-Anon Meeting (Room 12)
Chancel Choir Practice
NA Meeting Group 3 (Room 10)
L.A.M.B.S (King’s Corner)
Emmaus Reunion Group (SonRise Rm) 2nd & 4th Thursdays
Media Submissions Deadline (for the following Sunday)
Submit your info to the Media Team at: media@fumccasper.com
Emotions Anon (Room 10)
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Drum Circle (King’s Corner) 2nd & 4th Saturdays

*Book Club: 3rd Saturday of the month, 9 am, SonRise Room
September’s book is “Riding the Edge of an Era” by Diane Allen Kouris.
*Couch Chicks: Every other Tuesday, 6:30 pm, in members’ homes
*Mary Martha Group: 2nd Tuesday of the month in a members’ homes
*Naomi & Hannah Circles: 3rd Thursday of the month, 9:30am
(Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi meets in members’ homes.)
*Not Ready for High Church Players (NR4HC): 3rd Mon of the month, 6:00 pm, SonRise Rm
*United Methodist Men: 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 am, SonRise Room
*United Methodist Women Executive Board: 1st Thursday of the month, FUMC Parlor
*Board of Stewards: 3rd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm
*Board of Trustees: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Finance Committee: 3rd Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*SPR Committee: 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm
*Staff In-Service Work Day: Last Thursday of the month. Office is closed.

“Express” Newsletter Submissions Deadline: Sunday, October 15th
(Newsletter processing: Tuesday, October 31st)

Our new Music Director, Diane Lynn, grew up in West Covina, CA where she
attended elementary and middle school at Christ Lutheran Church and School. While
there, she studied piano, organ and violin, and, during middle school, occasionally played
piano and organ for church services.
Upon attending Western Christian High School, she joined the Hilltop Faith
musical ministry group as an accompanist and vocalist. While with this group, she had the
opportunity to travel throughout the western United States, Hawaii, and Canada.
Later, she attended Cal Poly Pomona University where she studied music and
earned her BA in piano.
In addition, during high school and college years, she worked with Martin J.
Nystrom, composer of "As the Deer Panteth," "Come to the Table," and many other
worship songs for Hosanna! Integrity at Faith Community Church in Covina, CA.
Diane has served as choir director and/or director of music at several churches in
both California and Michigan. She produced “Seven Daffodils: A Salute to Gifted and
Courageous Women" to raise money for The Angels Program and for the Wyoming
Medical Center. And she’s served as director of the contemporary worship service at Our
Savior's Lutheran Church in Casper, where she wrote, produced, and recorded "Setting 16"
using singers and musicians from Our Savior's Lutheran Church.
We welcome Diane on her new journey here at FUMC!

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.—Ephesians 2:10
Greetings First United Methodist Church family! Thank you for the
warm welcome as I come on board to minister through music with
you for our community and the world; I am so excited to be here.!
Because Jesus lives in us, we are called to do good works and rise
up in our faith to minister. I am returning a great big welcome to
you all to lift up your voices in worship. Join us Wed. nights for choir: Grace
Singers meet 6—7pm and Chancel Choir meets 7:15—8:15pm. We also have
opportunities for our children and youth to praise God through music: Youth
Worship Team meets Wed. 5:00—6pm and Children’s Choir meets Sun. 4—5.
I am currently working on our church Christmas program. I can’t wait to
assemble musicians, singers, dancers, sign language, and voices to worship our
King this Christmas.
- Peace of the Lord, Diane Lynn

To receive text reminders about all youth events,
classes, and meetings, send a text stating:

Save THE DATES

“@fumcteens” to 81010

Dec 10, 10-10:30am—Children’s Christmas Play

Dec 3, 9:45-Noon—Family Advent Event

What’s easy. No prep. Fun. And faith-growing?

The Parent Cue app
by The ReThink Group!

Scream Acres

All youth and their families are invited to join us at Fritzler’s
Farm/Scream Acres in Greeley, CO on October 28 - 29. Call
Kathie to sign up!
Come have a
Up Coming October Events:
HAUNTED time and
bring your friends if
Oct 4 - Youth Group 6-8 pm
Oct 11 -Youth Group 6-8 pm
you DARE!!!
Oct 13 - Family Movie Night in KC
$50/ticket and
Oct 15 - YLT Meeting in KC
transportation
Oct 18- Youth Group 6-8 pm
Oct 25 - Fun Night : Visit Haunted
(all ages are the
House in Casper; tag in the
same price)
park
**Not recommended
Oct 11 & 12 - Terror in the Corn in
for under the age
Greeley, CO
of 7!

This app dovetails with our Orange 252 Basics
PreK—5th grade Sunday school lessons so you
can enhance your children’s spiritual growth!
Just input your children’s names and ages, and each
week, the app posts age-appropriate 252 Basics
lesson stuff like: video clips, Bible verses,
discussion questions, family mealtime conversation
suggestions, and parenting tips.
BONUS: It keeps a running tally of how many
weeks old your child is and how many weeks they
have left before graduation and reminds you:
“Don’t Miss It!” Check it out.

FUMC Children’s
& Family Ministries
sends out a warm
thank you to
Wanda Bennett
for donating her time and
sewing expertise
to the cleaning and repair
of a couple dozen of our
kids and adults costumes!

*Check your phone’s app store.
Parent Cue is free for both iPhone and Android platforms.

October—Orange 252 Basics

(PreK-5th Grade, Sundays, 9:40-10:50am)

Bible Story: Psalm 24:1 The Earth Belongs to the Lord
Life App Focus: Stewardship: Take care of what you have because it all belongs to God
Memory Verse: “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.”
- Luke 16:10A, NIV

HANGING OF the GREENS
Calling all women of FUMC!
YOU are invited to join one of our United Methodist Women’s (UMW) Groups!
We have three different UMW groups:
Mary Martha Group meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 7-9 p.m. in the SonRise
Room.
Hannah Group meets the
3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the SonRise Room.
Naomi Group meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in a member’s home.
We encourage you to contact one of our group leaders to learn more about UMW or
to attend one of the meetings. The group leaders are:
 Rita Livingston, 237-8378—Mary Martha Group
 Ruth Hartung, 235-3141—Hannah Group
 Jane Sizemore, 237-7707—Naomi Group.

UMW UNIT MEETING! October 12 at
NOON in the SonRise Room. Mary Martha
Group is hosting the Pot luck Lunch.
Our Guest Speaker will be Pam Engelhart.
Her husband is the part time pastor at the
Church at the Wind River Reservation.
2017 UMW Board Officers
President: Lori Johnson
Secretary: Linda Brubaker
Treasurer: Wanda Bennett
Assistant Treasurer: Diane Payne
Communications & Publicity: Lori Johnson/Linda Brubaker
Education & Interpretation: Rita Livingston
Membership Nurture & Outreach: Ann Hines
Nominations: Executive Board
Program Resources: Wanda Bennett
Social Action: Genene Quick
Spiritual Growth: Brenda Doyle
Youth Coordinator: Ruth Hartung

If you have items to
donate to our United
Methodist Thrift Shop,
please take them to
611 W. Collins.
If you are at the back
door with items call
234-6611 and someone
will let you in.
Call Sandra at 267-7868
for more information or
to volunteer as a substitute
or for a regular shift.

The Hanging of the Greens (decorating
church for Christmas), will be Saturday,
November 18, at 8:30.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SAT, NOV 18,
and make plans to help decorate.
Call Donna Roth 237-9759 to volunteer or to ask
questions.

COME JOIN THE FUN !
Do You Need a Hand?
If you are looking for help, or looking to lend a helping
hand, check out this poster in the Koinonia Room!
You can request help with a little job or connect with
someone who needs your help.
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
Do you see our church members in action?
Where? How? Are they serving within the church?
Within the community?
We want to recognize our Disciples in Action!
Click a pic and send it to us via email at:
Media@fumccasper.com. Be sure to include who is in the pic and how they are serving.

Did you know...this church needs you! Our church ministries depend upon
members to serve in them in order to grow and thrive! We have a variety of
ministries that you can participate in, including:
The Chancel Choir and Grace Singers, which need men and women singers.
The 8:30 service Grace Singers need guitarists, drummers and pianists to accompany
them. Lay readers are needed for both morning worship services; contact Lisa Carter to
sign up. Additional Media Technicians are needed to give those who have been doing this
job all year an occasional break. Ushers and Greeters are needed, especially for the 11:00
service. Home and Hospital Visitors would be greatly appreciated. Both Children’s
Ministries and the Youth Group need leaders and helpers. The L.A.M.B. (Lunch And
More Bunch) for mothers of babies and small children needs lunch makers; contact Blithe
Cummings to help. The Worship Committee, which decorates the church, needs
decorators; contact Martha Rakestraw. A person to compose and send notes of love to
church members would be great!
Being a stadium Christian is ok for some churches, but this church needs you to be
an active participant! Everyone is busy, but everyone can carve out a couple hours a week
to serve and grow the church and its ministries. Ministering to others is the Jesus-way to
walk. Let’s do this walk together!
Stephen Ministers Care for People

We all experience challenges in life—times when we could benefit from care and
support. Stephen Ministers can provide the emotional and spiritual care we need
when faced with a crisis or difficulty such as:
*Loss of a loved one
*Hospitalization
*Divorce or separation
*Loneliness or discouragement
*Spiritual crisis
*Unemployment or a job crisis
*Terminal illness
*Aging
*Chronic illness
*Many other life challenges
Please accept care from a Stephen Minister during your time of need. God doesn’t
want you to bear your burdens alone. If you could benefit from the care of a Stephen
Minister, or if you have questions about this ministry, please contact Pastor Mary.

October Events
T h e me : St e w a r ds h i p

Family Book Club (FBC)
Wed, Oct 18, 6 pm, 3rd Floor FUMC
Our monthly Family Book Club (FBC) has begun! We kicked off Sept. 20th with a
fun night picnicking and playing in the park.
The book group is for anyone who loves books, reading, and kids! The goal is non
-electronic, quality time with our kids! Who doesn’t need more of that! Here’s how it
works:
1) Each month, the FBC group (adults, parents, and kids) chooses a book to read.
2) Each FBC family reads together at home that month’s chosen book.
3) The following month, all the FBC families meet at FUMC for book themed
snacks, games, art projects, etc. and talk about the book.
The next meeting is Wed, Oct 18 @ 6pm on 3rd Floor FUMC. The book we will
be discussing is called Home and Other Big, Fat Lies by Jill Wolfson. Come! Whether
you made the first meetup or not and whether you read the book or not. Everyone is
welcome!

Movie Night
Fri, Oct 20, 6 pm, King’s Corner
The first FUMC Family Movie Night was a smashing success. We had popcorn, candy,
soda, and watched Charlotte’s Web on the giant wall screens in King’s Corner while
lounging on comfy sofas and chairs.
If you missed the first one, don’t despair! Set your calendar for Oct 20 @ 6pm in
King’s Corner for the next Family Movie Night! We will be watching Wall-E and making
smoothies! Don’t miss it! It’s a relaxing, fun night out with your family and your FUMC
family.
If you’d like to pick the movie and snack/meal for the November or December
Family Movie Night, let me know: (Nikki) 605-222-2235 or firstkids@fumccasper.com.

Don’t miss out on Kids & Family Events!
Sign up for text reminders!
Send a text message to the number 81010
with the message @fumcwekids.

L UNCH
A ND
M ORE
B UNCH

We are still looking for soup
makers; so, of you would
like to help out,
please contact
Blithe Cummings at 277-

If you are a mother of a
baby or preschooler, or are about to
become a mother, come join us every Thursday
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for fun, interesting discussions and free lunch at Kings Corner. Child
Care will be provided, so you can enjoy some much
needed mom-time.
October 5th: Mona Corr talks about low income resources
October 12th: Merritt Benson presents Simple budgeting
October 26th: Pastor Brian presents Stinkin’ Thinkin’

UMW invites you to join us in
fellowship for the Consecration
Brunch on Sunday October 29th in
the Fellowship Hall. They
will be serving egg
casserole, sweet breads, fruit
cups, coffee and water
October 29

Make appointment online at fumccasper.com or call Marvin at 577-1238

Did you know???
There are over 8O references in the Bible that deal with stewardship? Here are
a few found in 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 ESV
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given
among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their
abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify,
and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor
of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they
gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. ...and in:
Leviticus 27:30 ESV
“Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the
trees, is the Lord's; it is holy to the Lord. Also in:
Deuteronomy 8:18 ESV
You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is
this day. continuing in:
Romans 15:26-27 ESV
For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for
the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased to do it, and
indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their
spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material
blessings. One more:
Matthew 10:8 ESV
Heal the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse lepers, cast out demons.
You received without paying; give
without pay.
Luke 14:28 ESV
For which of you, desiring to build
a tower, does not first sit down
and count the cost, whether he
has enough to complete it?

Interested in doing a Home Bible Study?
Maybe a Family Study? Or have your children watch
GREAT CHRISTIAN cartoons/movies?
Our church is always looking for ways to serve you as you
live out your faith throughout the week. We are inviting you
to have a free account to an exciting new video library
called RightNow Media. It's essentially the "Netflix of Video
Bible Studies" because you will have instant access to
thousands of great videos for kids, youth, parents, married
couples and more. You can view these videos from your phone, tablet or computer.
And you can also view them in a group setting through a TV or projector.
There are over 2,000 videos from some great teachers. You will be receiving
an official "invitation email" to give you FREE access to this library. Please check your
mail filter and accept the invite today? Because it was coming from RightNow's system, it may have got caught there. If you have not received this email, contact Kathie
Walker and she will get you set up right away.
If you are using this FREE program for personal or small group Bible Studies,
please email Kathie at ChristianEd@fumccasper.com to let her know so that we can
document it for our records.

MEN'S PANTS, JACKETS, COATS, BOOTS, & SHOES
FUMC's Mission Team is asking you to clean out your closets!! Specifically,
throughout the summer months we will be collecting Men's boots, shoes, coats,
jackets, and pants (especially needed: waist sizes 32-38). All
donations
must be reasonably clean, and boots and shoes must be tied together.
Disposable razors are also needed. Cash donations are also welcome and will
be used to buy additional disposable razors.
Please deposit your donations in the "watermelon" collection box in the Koinina
Room.
Questions?? Call Merritt Benson@ 307-277-7410
or Jerry Sleep @ 307-259-7752

