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April 13th , Maundy Thursday Service in the Sanctuary,
6:00 pm

Next EXPRESS Deadline

April 16th , Easter Sunrise Service at Three Crowns Golf
Course , 6:00 am

Sunday April 16, 2017
Email submissions encouraged:

express@fumccasper.com

Easter Breakfast at King’s Corner beginning at 7:00 am

Information in this newsletter is for events
occurring after April 1, 2017

Easter Service with Grace Singer & Trombones 8:30 am
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Greetings, Church!
It is hard to believe we are drawing ever closer to the
celebration of Easter. Our current sermon series has been
seeking to explore our soul cravings; the deepest desires of our
hearts. As we make the journey with Jesus to cross in John’s gospel, I find that
Jesus’ passionate obedience to his ministry is not only unwavering but is also
centered on the kingdom of God that he embodies. Jesus knew that his message
and mission would be met with resistance and consequence. Yet, he remained
undeterred in spreading the good news. His courage, commitment, and
compassion are undeniable and inspiring.
When I think about my own life, I often wonder if I am demonstrating a
passionate obedience to God that is unwavering. I know that many times I fall
short of the mark God has placed before me. However, I also know it is God
who makes it possible for me to keep striving and pressing on toward the goal
of spreading the good news, not only in word, but more importantly in action. I
believe that there is a God-given hunger inside each and every one of us to
spread the good news while embodying the kingdom of God, which Jesus first
brought forth.
I am confident that because of Jesus’ unwavering conviction, even to
death, we too can share in his conviction and resurrection. As we have
journeyed with Jesus during this season of Lent, we have discovered that his
was not a carefree journey. It was not an easy journey. And it was most
definitely not a simple journey. Yet it was a journey that ended with the
vindication of a Messiah who accepts and loves us beyond comprehension. It
was a journey that announced that sin and death no longer had reign. It was a
journey that ended not in death, but in new life. However, the journey wasn’t
and still isn’t just about us individually. It is an all-encompassing journey that
invites everyone along on the adventure, and that adventure is one that we
cannot make without the help of Jesus Christ and others.
During this Easter season, may we demonstrate a passionate obedience
that calls everyone into the blessing of new life.
- Blessings, Brian

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
February 2017
DATE

8:30 AM 11:00 AM 5:00 PM

TOTALS

3/5/2017

157

123

54

334

3/12/2017

128

116

61

305

3/19/2017

151

94

51

296

3/26/2017

116

101

35

252

Do you see our church
members in action? Where?
How? Are they serving within
the church? Within the
community?
We want to recognize our

Disciples in Action!

FUMC 2017 FINANCIAL DATA
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

FEBRUARY

$38,542

$43,429

Click a pic and send it to us via
email at:
Media@fumccasper.com. Be
sure to include who is in the
pic and how they are serving.

MONTHLY
GAIN/
(LOSS)
($4,887)

YEARLY
GAIN/
(LOSS)
$474

Apr il Acolyte Schedule
DATE
April 2
April 9
April 16
April 23
April 30

8:30 SERVICE

11:00 SERVICE

Lexi Gacke
Danica Itzen
Olivia Sausedo
Jacob Ruble
Samantha Leckie

Casamia Parker
Faith Oliver
Casmia Parker
Faith Oliver
Casmia Parker

Acolytes are essential to our worship service. We so appreciate your child’s participation! Training
and a set of written instructions are available to your child. Acolytes experience the joy of bringing
the light of Christ into our church services. Speak with your child/children about prayerfully
considering whether they would like to serve the church through the acolyte ministry.

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR

Thank you SOS Class for serving us during fellowship hour between
services in February! Thank you SPR Committee, who will serve us
during the month of April

Did you hear about the little boy with Down Syndrome
who attended his third grade Sunday school class
faithfully each week? As sometimes happens, the other
children did not readily accept this child because he

Our hearts go out in sympathy to: Jim Collums and family upon the
passing of his wife and FUMC member Mira Collums. Her service was held
March 25th. Pastor Mary officiated.

Welcome, David Adams! David joined our church on March 19

during the 8:30 service. David transfers to us from Bowmon, ND.

During the 8:30 service on April 2, Harold Joseph Bovee,
son of Ezra and Anne Bovee, will be baptized.
Sisters is not meeting during the month of April.

EASTER WITH THE CHANCEL CHOIR
Our Chancel Choir would love to have guest singers
for the 11:00 services on Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday. Join us for rehearsals Wednesday April 5 and
April 12.
- Wayne McIntire, Chancel Choir Director, 234 0372.

SOS Sunday School & Small Group Gathering
We are currently studying Regina Brett’s book, God Never Blinks.
Carl Babb is facilitating. Our class meets in the Lion’s Den, which
is at the bottom of the stairs that just off the 2nd Street church entrance. Class
begins at 9:45 am, Sunday mornings. As always, this class is open to all. Hot
beverages and snacks are provided. Questions? Call Carl Babb at 234-7376.
Adult Bible study class is beginning Rick Warren’s
Purpose book, Daring Faith The Key to Miracles. This is a
Driven six session video-based study that will include
group discussion. Books are available. Bring your
Life
cookies and coffee! Everyone is welcome!

was different.
One Easter Sunday, their teacher told them the Easter Story with much
enthusiasm. Afterward, she gives each child a small empty box and told the children
to go outside and find some symbols of new life to put them in their boxes. So, the
children ran wildly throughout the church property finding things to fill up their
boxes with.
Once they returned to the Sunday school room, they began sharing their
discoveries. One by one they showed their flowers, a butterfly, green leaves, etc. Each
time the students would “ooooh” and “aaaah.”
Then Johnny, the child with Down Syndrome, opened his box to reveal nothing
inside. The children exclaimed, “That’s stupid! It’s not fair! He didn’t do the
assignment right!”
The little boy responded, “I did so do it! It’s empty because the tomb where
Jesus laid was found empty!”
If Jesus had not risen from the dead, our faith would be foolish and fake. BUT
HE DID rise from the dead. He confirmed HIS life and message. The resurrection of
Jesus is the basis for our hope of life eternal beyond the grave.
Let us not forget the meaning of Easter. It is more than Easter bunnies and a
holiday weekend with our families. Because Jesus conquered our deaths and our sins
through HIS death on the cross and HIS resurrection, we can have hope in HIM for
eternity. That is Good News Indeed!
I hope you and your family will join Brian and I as we celebrate Easter on
April 16th. Consider this suggestion: since there are so many visitors attending
church for our Easter services, make it a point to greet and invite someone to lunch
afterwards. Then remember to make plans to sit together at church the following
Sunday!

- Blessings,

Mary and Don

The United Methodist Women will again be serving lunch during
Holy Week, April 10-14, from 11:30 to Noon and from 12:30 to 1:00.
Come eat a good lunch and be in fellowship with your neighbors
during this Lenten season.

April 30—UMW Bake Sale: Take a Cake Sunday
(The last Sunday in April.)

All Proceeds go to Missions!

April 2nd
April 9th
April 16

th

rd

April 23

April 30th

WORSHIP IN April
“Soul Cravings: Living Life Abundantly”

John 10:1-10

“Soul Cravings: Courage”

John 12:12-19

“God Still Moves Stone” EASTER SUNDAY Mark 16:1-10
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
YOUTH SUNDAY
Sundays at First UMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

All 2017 Graduating
High School Seniors!

The United Methodist Women are
offering scholarships!
You will be receiving a letter from
Ruth Doyle. You may pick up an
application in the church office.
Completed applications must be
turned in to the office by May 1 in
care of Ruth Doyle. You or your
parents must be members of FUMC
to qualify.
DON’T FORGET:
May 7 is Senior Recognition Day
at FUMC. Please plan to come
services that Sunday.

Thrift Shop Reminder:
If you have items to
donate to our United Methodist
Thrift shop, please take your
items to 611 W. Collins.
Hours of operation are:
Mon-Wed, 10am-3:30pm
Sat, 10am-1pm
If you have questions call
234-6611.
Proceeds from sales go to
ministries and to our high school
scholarships.

DICK ROTH ANNUAL
CHURCH OUTSIDE CLEAN-UP
PARTY
SATURDAY, May 6th,* 8:30 AM
UNTIL THE FUMC GROUNDS
ARE CLEAN & NEAT (AROUND
NOON)
*FOUL WEATHER BACKUP DATE =
MAY 13TH
WHO: ALL ABLE-BODIED PERSONS AND
FAMILIES
WHAT: BRING BROOMS, WHEELBARROWS,
GARDEN TOOLS, PICK-UP TRUCKS, TRASH BAGS,
A JOLLY SPIRIT &
WHATEVER ELSE YOU THINK WE WILL NEED.
FUMC METHODIST MEN WILL FURNISH COFFEE, BEVERAGES, ROLLS, COOKIES, ETC.
HELP MAKE THIS A GREAT TIME AND A GREAT FAMILY
AFFAIR. WE THANK YOU!

Make Our Visitors Welcome
Remember when you first visited our church? Did
you feel welcome? We hope you did, as we are a
welcoming church.
Visitors feel welcome when we make the effort to
meet them. One suggestion is to look around. Most
of us sit in the same area, if not the same pew,
during Sunday services. When someone you don’t
recognize sits nearby, suck up your courage and
say, “Hello, I don’t know you. My name is ______.”
Or choose your own greeting. The point is to be
friendly; you don’t have to be suave. And don’t
forget to follow up – tell a pastor about your
encounter and then smile. The Lord surely is.
- The Revitalization
Hospitality Group

There are free
Lenten Devotions
in the Care Note
Rack in the
Koinonia Room.
Help Yourself!!

Communion Class for Kids
April 9, 9:45-10:45 am

Parents, would you like your children to learn
about (or be reminded about) what
communion is and why we have it?

aPRIL Calendar of Events
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS - APRIL 2017
Sundays:
Mondays:
Tuesdays:

All kindergarten through fifth-grade children and their parents are invited
to join Pastor Brian Oliver and Christen Ed. Dir. Kathie Walker for a
communion class designed just for kids.
Wednesdays:

On April 9, gather with Brian and Kathie on the 3rd floor of FUMC,
following the 8:30a service. There, children will share a “last supper”
together, engage in a time of learning and preparation for communion, and
will take communion together in the FUMC chapel.
Thursdays:

Please join us for this special experience. Parents Welcome!
Fridays:
Saturdays:

Children’s Palm Parade
April 9, Palm Sunday
We invite all preschool through
fifth-grade kids to wave palm branches
during the April 9, Palm Sunday morning church services.
The children will meet in the Koinonia Room just prior to each
service to receive their branches and line up.

4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30am - 11:00 am
4:15 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
12:15 pm -12:45 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
10:00 am

Praise Team Practice (King’s Corner)
The Third Community Dinner
The Third worship Service
Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays of the month)
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
Staff Meeting - Staff is unavailable during this time
Prayer Group (SonRise Room)
Bulletin Deadline; submit anything for the following
Sunday’s bulletin office@fumccasper.com
Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Understanding Depression (Lion’s Den)
Bach’s Lunch organ concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy!
Youth Group (King’s Corner)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
S.L.A.M. (2nd, 3rd & 4th Wednesdays 3rd Floor)
Al-Anon meeting (Room 12), under SonRise room.
Chancel Choir Practice
NA Meeting Group 3(Room 10)
Emmaus Reunion Group (2nd & 4th Thursdays SonRise Rm)
Media Deadline submissions to the Media Team for the
Following Sunday; send to: media@fumccasper.com
Grace Singers Practice
Emotions Anon (Room 10)
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Drum Circle (King’s Corner)

*Book Club meets 3rd Saturday of each month, 9:00 am (SonRise Room) April’s book is “The Good Earth” by Pearl S. Buck
*Naomi & Hannah Circles meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, 9:30am.
Hannah meets in the SonRise Room. Naomi group meets in a member’s home.
*Mary Martha Group meets 2nd Tuesday of each month in a member’s home.
*Couch Chicks meets in homes 6:30pm every other Tuesday.
*United Methodist Men meets 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 a.m., SonRise Room.
*Staff In-Service Work Day last Thursday each month, offices are closed.
*United Methodist Women Executive Board meets 1st Thursday of each month, Parlor.
*SPR Committee meets 1st Thursday of each month, 5:30 pm.
*Board of Trustees & Finance Committees meet 3rd Thursday of each month, 5:30 pm.
*Board of Stewards meets 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:00pm.
*Not Ready for High Church Players (NR4HC) meets 3rd Monday of each month, 6:00 pm.,
(SonRise room)
*Express Newsletter Deadline Sunday, April 16th to submit anything to the newsletter editor ~
Newsletter processing Tuesday, April 25th .

Confirmation Sunday is April 23rd
As a congregation, we promise to support
our youth in their new journey as they
make the important decision to join our
church. We will be placing white bags
with notecards in the Koinonia Room for
you to leave a special note to our youth.
Of course, you may also bring your own
cards. Our Confirmation kids are:
Hannah Larsen, Isabelle Larsen, Katie
Nowicki, Katie Farley, Morgan Harshman,
Chloe Miner, Abby Flesvig

Our Annual Youth Silent Auction will
be held April 9 to April 30. Our youth
have painted a variety of items from
Pottery By You with YOU in mind!
Come see their artistic abilities and
take home a memory that will remind
you of the incredible, faith-driven
youth we as a church have helped
raise. On April 30, the Auction will be
closed at 12:00 noon sharp! All
proceeds will help send 12 youth to
Daytona Beach, FL for mission work.
We will be working in food shelters, kid programs, thrift stores, and
many other projects that will help the local community .

THIS MONTH:
April 5: Youth Group @ KC 6-8 pm
April 6: Pizza Ranch Fundraiser
April 12: Youth Group @ KC 6-8 pm
April 19: Youth Group @ KC 6-8 pm
April 21: Family Fun Fest Fundraiser
April 22: Confirmation Potluck 6pm
April 23: Confirmation Sunday
April 26: Youth Group @ KC 6-8 pm
April 30: Youth Sunday

Do You Need a Hand?
If you are looking for help, or looking to lend a helping hand, check
the poster in the Koinonia Room. There, you can request help with a
little job, or connect with someone who needs your help.
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back. Luke 6:38

BIRTH
DAYS
IN

Coming this summer…

FUMC Fun, Family,
Faith, & Fellowship!
Details on these events to come.
Stay tuned!
Can you spare 2-3 hrs a week?
The Thrift Shop
could really use your help!
Please contact Sally Lindahl
at 307-333-4342!
S TE PH EN MI N ISTER S NEED Y OU !

Are you shy? Are you reticent to ask for help? Are you
neglecting yourself ? We have confidential Stephen Ministers who
are here to help! We have 10 Stephen Ministers in this
congregation who would like to provide one-to-one Christian
care for those of you who are facing life challenges.
If you need someone to just listen to you, we have people
trained to do this! If you are experiencing the loss of a job, the loss
of a loved one, loneliness, terminal illness, divorce, or any number
of other life difficulties, please call Pastor Mary at 277-8617. She
will match you with a Stephen Minister who is the right fit for you.

1 April Fools
Cody Fleming
Natalie Lord
Dean Marvel
Sandy Sheppard
2
Harold Bovee
Debbie DeGroot
Natalie Lord
Laura Shively
3
Hudson Colling
Sean Mitchell
Mo Oliver
4
Robby Hartnett
Bill Lineback
Jeanne Luers
Tanya Peterson
Tedda Rodriguez
Dugan Simmons
5
Payton Baker
Rich Holland
Jennifer Ullery
6
Harriet Naylor
7
Jeff Garner
Bridger Johnson
Denise Pedersen
8
Katelyn Dandridge
Mike Loranc

9 Palm Sunday
Dorothy George
Robert Cook

17
Ethel McDaniel
Olivia Sausedo

10
Bill Holsten
Sydney Schilling
Brett TeBeest
Sage Wright

18
David Jordan
Brady Pigg
Judy Purvis

26
Leon Bell
Laurie Christopherson
Joyce Green
Sally Lindahl
Sheyden Nye
Joann Ramsey
Greg Rothenhoefer

19
Brooke Bennett
Dallen Juelfs

27
Caitlin Logan
Della Works

20
Jessica Jones
Layla Rodriguez
Nolan Feeley-Wheeler
Sophia Wille

28
Kruse Bovee
Pete Peterson
Delores Roberts
Hope Wheeler

11
Jacob Harris
12
Susan Davis
Hannah Malody
Cynthia Works

13 Maundy Thursday
Jens Boril
21
Preston Knight
Clara Johnson
14 Good Friday
Cordelia Bovee
Tom Hart
Eileen Querin
15
Ethan Follett
Ellie Roberts
Nicholas Stille
16 EASTER
Presley Bloom
Rev. Vern Dockter
Helen Oliver
Adrian Sausedo
Eric Wells

22
Clint Becker
Gary Becker
Cheryl Gray
Nicholas Grimmie
Michael Lebsock
Don Madden
Shala Oxley
23
Julie Eastes
Ellen Schreiner
24
Bob Butler
25
LuAnn Allhusen
Sammy Scott

29
Steven Delach
Ashleigh Hinkle
Justin Underwood
30
Terri Chuman
Matt Gurkin

THURSDAY, APRIL 6

Groceries For Youth
The Groceries for Youth program supports youth programs within
FUMC: Children’s Sunday School, Vacation Bible School,
Celebrate, Connect and Serve (a summer children’s program), and
Youth Group Activities and Mission Trips. The Groceries for Youth
program receives a designated percentage of every dollar sold in
grocery gift cards from Albertson’s, Ridley's and Smith’s.
Albertson's and Smith's cards can be used at other locations as
well—check out the list on the cards.
If you shop at Smith's without using a church supplied grocery card, please consider
linking your Community Rewards Card to the First United Methodist Church. Linking your
card does not impact your rewards or usage but will additionally benefit the church.
DIRECTIONS TO LINK YOUR SMITHS COMMUNITY REWARDS CARD
STEP 1: Get a Rewards Card at the Smith's store
Go to website: www.smithscommunityrewards.com
STEP 2: Register, if not already registered with the program
1) Select the "Register" button in the top right corner of the screen
2) Enter requested information to complete your registration
STEP 3: Connect your Rewards Card with the church
1) Sign-in, user and password, to the www.smithscommunityrewards.com
website
2) "Edit" your Rewards Card Number - if not already listed when you sign-in
3) "Edit" the Community Rewards section
a) In the "Search Box" enter the church's number, 59717
b) Select the "Search" button
c) Select the First United Methodist Church (should be only option in
search list)
d) Select the "Enroll" button and you should be finished!
Did you know that your cards can be used other places than grocery
stores? On the back of the card you will find other merchants at which
you can use your cards.

Spring Women’s
Retreat
Saturday, April 29th
9:00 AM -,4:00 PM
First United Methodist Church
Cost : $10.00

Do you remember the First United Methodist
Church MISSION?

To Make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the
transformation
of the world.
That’s it!
Artistic Talent? We are needing volunteers to
paint our mission statement on walls throughout
the church. If interest, contact Blithe in the
church office at 234-9385.
STOCK GIFTS
As church members, we have many different ways to give to the church. We
give through our talents, our presence, our service, and our witness. Another easy
way to give to the church is through stocks.
Did you know that FUMC is set up to receive stock gifts? It’s as easy as
telling your broker to call our FUMC broker, Rita Stone or Sheila Johnson at
Morgan Stanley, (307) 266-3500. Your broker will transfer the stocks you choose
into our FUMC account, at which time Rita will sell them and apply the full amount
of the sale as you designate. If you have questions about this process, please contact
Blithe at 234-9385.

...The supply closet (paper, paints,
buttons, fabric, the list goes on and
on…) on the third floor is for use for
any church ministry. If you would like
to know if we have a certain item or
where it could be found, call Nikki at

605-222-2235

Easter Flower Donation Form
To order flowers to be placed in the front of the church for
Easter, complete this form & return it, with payment of $15.99
per flower, by either placing it in the collection plate, putting it
in the office mail box in the Koinonia room, bringing it into the
office or mailing it in, Attn: Linda.
Please respond soon, as we do have a deadline
and must know how many flowers are needed prior to ordering.
PLEASE PRINT – Thanks!
(Please circle either “memory” or “honor”)

In Memory/Honor of:
______________________________________________________________
2nd Flower, In Memory/Honor of:
______________________________________________________________
Given by:
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
___ Please donate my flower to a shut-in, hospice or hospital patient.
___ I will pick up my flower after the 11:00 service on Easter Sunday
OR on Tuesday, April 18th after 9:00 a.m. in the SonRise room.
(Office is closed the Monday after Easter)
___ I can help deliver plants on Tuesday, April 18th.
Enclose/attach $15.99 for each flower ordered with this form

FUMC Adults & Teens!
Invest your gifts & talents
in our youngest FUMC members!

Vacation Bible School is the highlight of
Children’s Ministries and a week our kids
look forward to all year! It’s also the most fun
we adult leaders get to have too!
Are you an extrovert? Lead a class, music, or skits.
Are you an introvert? Design set, donate snacks,
or organize supplies.
Like a little of everything?
Try leading science experiments or crafts, discuss video segments with the
kids, play high-energy games with them, or simply be a role model and
companion as you guide kids through their week.
There are tons of fulfilling and fun ways for YOU
to support and serve our kids’ VBS experience!
Whether you have a few minutes or a few hours,
God needs YOU to fellowship with our kids.

Not sure if it’s for you? Call me! I’d love to tell you
all about VBS and/or any VBS ministry
opportunities that pique your interest. No obligations!
-Nikki, Children’s Min. Asst., 605-222-2235

Vacation With Jesus this summer!
VBS July 17-21

