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ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
December 2016

Greetings, Church!
During a typical week, we have many new faces come through the doors of
our office building. Some are seeking financial assistance. Some are
seeking directions to one of our program ministries in the main building.
Some are seeking a pastor to talk to. But all of them have one thing in
common: they are all seeking a place where they can be accepted.
Most of us (and most likely, all of us), want to be accepted in some way, shape, or form. We
want to feel like we are a part of something; that we belong to something. It seems that God
has created us with an innate desire, or perhaps even the need, to feel a sense of acceptance
and belonging. As a result, we seek out groups or social settings like professional
organizations, social clubs, or sports teams that offer us a sense of acceptance.
While each of those social connections listed above are beneficial and important to our
growth and well being, there is one not listed that when meeting its full potential can change
lives. As you have probably guessed, it is the Church. When the Church is running on all
cylinders, it is the one place where we can belong and be accepted for who we are. Now, I
am not suggesting that we can intentionally live a life contrary to the life Christ calls us to
live and expect to find acceptance or belonging regardless of our actions, but I am saying that
there will inevitably be times in our lives where we need the unconditional love and support
of others.
It is in those times that the Church, through Christ, can be the transforming force that Christ
has commissioned it to be. We need each other. We need each other when times are tough in
our lives. We need each other when we are struggling with a difficult situation. We need
each other when we are lonely. We need each other when we are sad or hurt. And we need
each other to celebrate with when something great happens.
The Church is a place where we can feel free to laugh or cry or both. The Church is a place
where all can be accepted and belong because all belong to Christ. In this New Year, I hope
and pray that we
Blessings,
Brian
From Donna Roth:
A Big Thank You to everyone who helped with "HANGING OF THE
GREENS" and "UNHANGING OF GREENS"!.

DATE

8:30 AM

1/1/2017

11:00 AM 5:00 PM

TOTALS

96

Where do you see our church
members in Action?
Are they serving within the
church? Within the
community? We want to
recognize our

96

(10:30 service)
1/8/2017

154

154

67

375

1/15/2017

164

99

105

368

1/22/2017

152

105

91

348

1/29/2017

135

105

102

342

Disciples in Action!
Click a pic and send us an
email at:
Media@fumccasper.com
telling us WHO is in it and
HOW they are serving.

FUMC 2016 Financial Data
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

DECEMBER

$89,723

$65,112

MONTHLY
GAIN/
(LOSS)
$24,611

YEARLY
GAIN/
(LOSS)
($11,340)

Fe b r u a r y A c o l y t e S c h e d u l e
DATE

8:30 SERVICE

11:00 SERVICE

February 5
Lexi Gacke
Casamia Parker
February 12
Danica Itzen
Faith Oliver
February 19
Olivia Sausedo
Casamia Parker
February 26
Jacob Ruble
Faith Oliver
Your service to our church is greatly appreciated
Acolytes are essential to our worship service. Your Child’s participation is encouraged and greatly
appreciated. There is training and a set of instructions for your child. Acolytes get to experience the joy
of bringing the light of Christ into our church service. Please talk with your child/children and
prayerfully consider this ministry to the church.

Thank you to the Sisters Study Group, for serving us during
fellowship hour between services in January! Thank you to the UMW
Mary Martha Group who will be serving us during the month of February

Baptism: During the Jan, 22, 11:00 am service, Logan Bridger Dodson, son of
Keith and Jessica Dodson, was baptized; Pastor Brian officiated the baptism.

The Mission team is adding to the Brownsville Mission:
The La Posada refugee and immigrant home in Brownsville, TX, is seeking
help getting canvas and tote bags for refugees and immigrants to
carry their personal items in on their journeys. They are asking
for gently used canvas totes. So, FUMC, I have set up a box near
the watermelon box—clean out your car and bring in your unwanted canvas
bags! If you also attend seminars that give you totes and you don't want
them, those are needed as well! Thanks again and blessings to everyone!
- Lori Johnson

United Methodist Women sent monetary gifts to these ministries:
UMCOR
Denver Urban Missions
Central Wyoming Rescue Mission
Interfaith Clearing House
CWCC –Women and Children
Seaton House

Warren Village
Child Development Center
Holy Cross
Self Help Center
Homeless Children of Casper
Youth for Christ

A Letter from Wind River Indian Baptist Church
Dear First United Methodist Church Members:
Thank you for your support of the Wind River Indian Baptist Church. We appreciate the gifts which
you gave to individual members and to the church. The materials will be used for Sunday School at
the church, and the other items will facilitate ministry through the church to the wider community.
Your support of the church allows us to be the Hands and Feet of Jesus to the wind river Indian
Reservation. The church helps people with transportation to medical appointments, provides food
to the hungry, support to the hurting, comfort to the grieving, and the gospel to all. Thank you for
your partnership with us as we seek to proclaim Christ.
In Christ,
Reverend Scott Engelhart, Pastor

Notes from the Pastor
We all know of family members and friends who do not
attend church. We invite them to attend Christmas Eve
and Easter services, and they might come to church then,
but the rest of the year they make excuses. We might
think, “if they would only come to church or talk with
Brian then maybe they would become active in church.” But we forget that each of us
can also have a positive impact on our loved ones’ lives. Consider the following steps
by Church Lawless that can help each of us reach out to a loved one who does not
believe in God.
1. Pray. I pray daily for some loved ones in my life that they would come to know
Jesus as Lord.
2. Get others to pray. I am not ashamed to ask others to pray for my family. I am
convinced that God hears our prayers.
3. Do not miss opportunities to love. I take opportunities to send emails, texts and
cards to my loved ones, not just at Christmas or on their birthdays, but
sometimes for no reason at all other than to tell them, “I Love You.”
4. Live a life of faithful obedience. Be aware that they are watching our actions.
5. Watch for times to invite your loved one to church.
6. Speak as opportunities allow. Pray for a chance to share your faith with them.
7. Pray for others who also might share the gospel. I often pray that God will put
Christians in their path to witness and encourage my loved ones.
8. Don’t let Satan rob you of hope. God loves our loved ones more than we do, and
He sent His Son to die on their behalf. Therefore, keep praying, keep trusting, and
keep believing.
Let me know how I might join you in prayer for your loved one.
Blessings, Mary

Mark your calendars for Family Game Night, Feb 10th, 5:30—7:30 pm
To be held at the University of Wyoming Extension office 2011 Fairgrounds Road.
Sponsored by Natrona County Prevention Coalition for the promotion of stronger
families and healthy youth. Call 265-7366 for more information. Donate new family
board games by Feb. 1st to the Mercer Family Resource Center at
535 W Yellowstone or to the Boys & Girls Club at 1701 E K St.

UMW February Bake Sale Cancelled!
An alternate baking event is planned for later
this Spring!

WORSHIP IN February
Happily ever after?
February 5th “Happily Ever After? The Genesis of Relationships” Genesis 3:1-13
th

February 12

February 19th
February 26th

“Happily Ever After? Love & Marriage” 1 Corinthians 13:1-8
Guest Preacher
“Happily Ever After? Divorce, Remarriage & Redemption”

Sundays at First UMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

UMW 2017 Board Officers
President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Assistant Treasurer:
Program Resources
Nominations
Education &
Interpretation
Membership
Nurture & outreach:
Social Action
Spiritual Growth
Communications &
Publicity
Youth Coordinator

Lori Johnson
Linda Brubaker
Wanda Bennett
Diane Payne
Wanda Bennett
Executive Board
Rita Livingston
Ann Hines
Genene Quick
Brenda Doyle
Lori Johnson
Linda Brubaker
Ruth Hartung

If any ladies are interested in attending a
meeting or joining a group, please call:
Group Leaders:
Hannah– Ruth Hartung
235-3141
Mary Martha-Rita Livingston 237-8378
Naomi-Jane Sizemore
237-7707.

Thrift Shop Reminder:
If you have items to
donate to our United
Methodist Thrift shop,
please take your items to
611 W. Collins.
Hours of operation are:
Mon-Wed, 10am-3:30pm
Sat, 10am-1pm

If you have questions call
234-6611.
Proceeds from sales go to
ministries.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MISSIONS POSSIBLE !
Mission opportunity from February 1 to February 8 , 2017 in Brownsville Texas, at the
Good Neighbor Settlement House. This is the 8th year our team will go, with a
servant’s heart and a desire to help the poor and underprivileged.
Team size is limited to 8.
If you have Questions contact Merritt Benson at 277-7410.
No special skills are required!
MEN'S PANTS, JACKETS, COATS, BOOTS, & SHOES
FUMC's Mission Team is asking you to clean out your closets!! We are continuing to
collect men's boots, shoes, coats, jackets, and pants (especially needed: waist sizes
32-38). All donations must be reasonably clean, and boots and shoes must be tied
together.
Disposable razors are also needed. Cash donations are welcome and will be used to
buy additional disposable razors.
Please place your donations in the "watermelon" collection box in the Koinonia Room.
Questions?? Call Merritt Benson@ 307-277-7410
or Jerry Sleep @ 307-259-7752

The 2016 Altar Flower Chart is on the bulletin board by the elevator in the
Koinonia Room. If there is a particular date that is special to you or your family,
please consider signing up to provide altar flowers on that day.
ALL flower donations are GREATLY appreciated.

Dinners for Eight In 2017
The Dinners for Eight Ministry provides an opportunity for feast and fellowship.
Individuals and couples are grouped together to form group sizes of approximately
eight persons. Each group meets once a month for a potluck dinner party hosted by
one of the group members. Single persons are certainly welcome and encouraged to
participate! The goal is to make new connections, broaden friendships, and share
conversations and interests with in our church family. This is a great opportunity to Celebrate,
Connect and Serve with one another. Dinners began in January 2017. If you are interested in
joining us, please place your contact information in the offering plate. For more information,
contact Jim Wright at 307-315-3034 or email at jfwright0718@gmail.com.

Groceries For Youth
The Groceries for Youth program supports youth programs within
FUMC: Children’s Sunday School, Vacation Bible School,
Celebrate, Connect and Serve (a summer children’s program), and
Youth Group Activities and Mission Trips. The Groceries for
Youth program receives a designated percentage of every dollar
sold in grocery gift cards from Albertson’s, Ridley's and Smith’s.
Albertson's and Smith's cards can be used at other locations as
well—check out the list on the cards.
If you shop at Smith's without using a church supplied grocery card, please consider
linking your Community Rewards Card to the First United Methodist Church. Linking
your card does not impact your rewards or usage but will additionally benefit the church.
DIRECTIONS TO LINK YOUR SMITHS COMMUNITY REWARDS CARD
STEP 1: Get a Rewards Card at the Smith's store
Go to website: www.smithscommunityrewards.com
STEP 2: Register, if not already registered with the program
1) Select the "Register" button in the top right corner of the screen
2) Enter requested information to complete your registration
STEP 3: Connect your Rewards Card with the church
1) Sign-in, user and password, to the www.smithscommunityrewards.com
website
2) "Edit" your Rewards Card Number - if not already listed when you sign-in
3) "Edit" the Community Rewards section
a) In the "Search Box" enter the church's number, 59717
b) Select the "Search" button
c) Select the First United Methodist Church (should be only option in
search list)
d) Select the "Enroll" button and you should be finished!
Did you know that your cards can be used other places than grocery
stores? On the back of the card you will find other merchants at which
you can use your cards.

Get ready for...

FEBRUARY Calendar of Events
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS - FEBRUARY 2016
Sundays:
Mondays:
Tuesdays:

Vacation Bible School
July 17-21
Hey FUMC Adults & Teens!
You have gifts! You have talents!
Share them with our FUMC kids hands-on!
How is God moving you to use your gifts and talents to be an active part
of this summer’s Vacation Bible School?
There are so many ways for you to support and serve our kids’ VBS experience.
Do you have a few minutes or a few hours, do you enjoy set design, snack making,
teaching, singing, experiments, or just being with kids?
Call me! I’d love to tell you all about this Children’s Ministries highlight
and to hear how you feel called to be part of this joyful God-led event!
Contact me (Nikki Kranzler-Gacke) at:
307-234-9385 (office)
605-222-2235 (cell)
firstkids@fumccasper.com

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

Fridays:
Saturdays:

4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30am - 11:00 am
4:15 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
9:30 am
12:15 pm -12:45 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
8:00 pm
1:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:30 pm
10:00 am

Praise Team Practice (King’s Corner)
The Third Community Dinner
The Third worship Service
Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays of the month)
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
Staff Meeting - Staff is unavailable during this time
Prayer Group (SonRise Room)
Bulletin Deadline; submit anything for the following
Sunday’s bulletin office@fumccasper.com
Cub & Girl Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Understanding Depression (Lion’s Den)
Wednesday Morning Bible Study (Parlor)
Bach’s Lunch organ concert. Bring your lunch & enjoy!
Youth Group (King’s Corner)
Sister’s Bible Study (Parlor)
S.L.A.M. (2nd & 4th Wednesdays 3rd Floor)
Al-Anon meeting (Room 12), under SonRise room.
Chancel Choir Practice
NA Meeting Group 3(Room 10)
Emmaus Reunion Group (2nd & 4th Thursdays SonRise Rm)
Media Deadline submissions to the Media Team for the
Following Sunday; send to: media@fumccasper.com
Grace Singers Practice
Emotions Anon (Room 10)
NA
Meeting
(Room
10)
Drum Circle (King’s Corner)

*Book Club meets 3rd Saturday of each month, 9:00 am (SonRise Room) February’s book is “The Secret of Magic” by Deborah Johnson.
*Naomi & Hannah Circles meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, 9:30am.
Hannah meets in the SonRise Room . Naomi group meets in a member’s home.
*Mary Martha Group meets 2nd Tuesday of each month in a member’s home.
*Couch Chicks meets in homes 6:30pm every other Tuesday.
*United Methodist Men meets 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 a.m., SonRise Room.
*Staff In-Service Work Day last Thursday each month, offices are closed.
*United Methodist Women Executive Board meets 1st Thursday of each month, Parlor.
*SPR Committee meets 1st Thursday of each month, 5:30 pm.
*Board of Trustees & Finance Committees meet 3rd Thursday of each month, 5:30 pm.
*Board of Stewards meets 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:00pm.
*Not Ready for High Church Players (NR4HC) meets 3rd Monday of each month, 6:00 pm.,
(SonRise room)
*Express Newsletter Deadline Sunday, February 19th to submit anything to the newsletter editor ~
Newsletter processing Tuesday, February 28th .

THRIVE
First UMC Faith Based Cancer Support Group
Meets at First UMC Casper in the Parlor
Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
What is Thrive? Thrive is a FAITH based Cancer Support
Group
When does Thrive meet? 7:00 pm, Tuesdays, starting
Who can come to Thrive? Anyone affected by cancer of
any kind. This would include cancer patients, family and/
or friends of a cancer patient, caregivers of cancer patients, health care givers of cancer patients (L.P.N.’s,
R.N’s, P.A’s, N.P.’s, M.D.’s, D.O.’s….etc.) …..and the list
could go on and on…… You don’t have to have cancer to
come. If you are looking for Spiritual support….this group is for you. This is a
“nondenominational” support group. You do not have to be a Methodist to come. You
don’t even have to be Christian to come. Just come. If you are looking for a FAITH based
cancer support group, this group is for you!
What will be doing? We will be exploring a video series each week. The name of the three
part series is:

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an
end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an
end... And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the
greatest of these is love.
NRSV, Corinthians 13:4-8, 13
The youth group will be collecting
donations on February 5th after both
services. These donations will be
donated to our children’s mission
program, SLAM.

Reflections on Psalm 23 For People with Cancer
Reflections on the Lord’s Prayer For People with Cancer
Reflections on the Beatitudes For People with Cancer
By Ken Curtis, PhD. (Pastor and Lung Cancer survivor)
Each session can stand alone, so you can come anytime.
What kind of commitment are we talking?
You are more than welcome to come and go as you feel you want.
You do NOT need to stay for the entire time.
This group is about emotional and spiritual support, not about expectations.
You will be welcome whether you contribute or not. You will be welcome if you just
want to listen. You will be welcome if you just want to hang out.
You will be welcome to stay for part of it or all of it.
You will be welcome to drop in any week as this series does not necessarily build. So, if
you want to come one week, but can’t make it the next, that’s ok.
Just come and explore your Faith and your experience of cancer.
For more information, please feel free to contact:
Dr. Patricia Bell (Breast Cancer Survivor, Christian, Stephen’s Minister, Mother, Wife
and Physician)
Cell phone: 906-241-3200

February Events:
Feb 1: Youth Group in Kings Corner
6-8pm
Feb 5: Confirmation
Feb 8: Youth Group: Pottery By You
Feb 9: Pizza Ranch Fundraiser
Feb 12: Confirmation
Feb 15 Youth Group in Kings Corner
6-8pm
Feb 19: Confirmation
Feb 22: Youth Group in Kings Corner
6-8pm
Feb 26: Confirmation

COMING EVENT! MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Lenten Study: The Good and Beautiful God
Join Pastors Brian and Mary as they lead this Lenten Study and we learn to
fall in love with the God Jesus knows. We all have ideas about God and
how He works in our lives; some are true and some are false. Author James
Bryan Smith points out these false and true narratives about God. We will
look at scriptures to see if our ideas are what Jesus himself reveals about
God. This study begins Wednesday, March 8th at 6 pm. Sign up sheets will
be available soon. Mark your calendars for this exciting study.
If you have two to three
hours a week to spare,
The Thrift Shop could really
use your help!
Please contact Sally Lindahl
at 307-333-4342
STEPHEN MINISTERS NEED YOU!

Are you shy? Are you reticent to ask for help? Are you neglecting yourself?
We have confidential Stephen Ministers who are here to help! We have 10
Stephen Ministers in this congregation who would like to provide
one-to-one Christian care for those of you who are facing life challenges.
If you need someone to just listen to you, we have people trained to do
this! If you are experiencing the loss of a job, loss of a loved one,
loneliness, terminal illness, divorce or any number of other life difficulties,
please call Pastor Mary at 277-8617. She will match you up with a Stephen
Minister who is the right fit for you.

FEBRUARY 2017 BIRTHDAYS
1
Kaden Drake
2
Justin Flores
Roy Larsen
Everlee Siems
Max Tomasini
Jeanne Tomb
3
Skip Curry
David Dandridge
Zak Kvislen
Winne Scott
Dorrie Shosh
4
Christopher Culver
Austin Hinchey
5
Allen Pedersen
Elaina Sausedo
6
Peggy Busby
Jayne Clark
Abigail Flesvig
Jenna Milliken
7
Merritt Benson
Hailey Erbert
Madison Hartnett
Wilbur Yankey
8
Kane-Gabriel Decker
Regina Johnson
Earl Querin
Bridger Tille

9
Deborah Barber
Mataya Orth
Debby Yankey
10
Deanna Archibald
Corey Hittle
Ashley Meyer
Mitch Spring
Bob Tomb
11
Mark Adels
Joshua Elliott
Todd Kvislen
Robert Miller
12
Denise Fulton
William Gay
Paige Hill
Louise Turner
13
Herman Boner
Harry Patterson
Shaun Reinhart
14

VALENTINES DAY!
Myrlu Bolles
Ethan Hinkle
Tiffany Magnus
Simon Martinez
Suzanne Norden
Steven Bunner

15
Vicki Cathey
Kyle Chuman
Ashlie Delach
Grace Jenkins
Taybor McCarthy
Helen Rake
Debra Slocum

24
Katie Farley

16
Shirley Austin
Danielle Bangs
Joshua Oxley

26
Debbie Bovee
Cindy Hill
Carrie Jordan
Scott Kroll
Kayla Kukus
Victor Rodriguez

17
Chelsie Tucker
18
Bob Firebaugh
Cleda Hughes
Sandra Porter
19
Carla Itzen
20 Presidents Day
Patricia Bell
Dylan Briggs
Abby Kennedy
Mason Stillwell

25
Jacky Bailey
Travis Koch
Emrullah Sarac
Hannah Wheeler

27
Diana Farrell
28
Chandler Kaiser
**29
Stanley Johnson
Mandi Quinones
NOT A LEAP
YEAR

21
Gavin Bishop
Brenner Thoman
22
Tristan Bunner
Karen Long
23
Jeff Glass
Peyton Hill
Justin Rainwater

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!!

PRAYER GROUP
Tuesdays, 4:00-5:00 pm, Parlor
Are You a Prayer Warrior? Do you believe in prayer?
Would you like to grow in your faith and understanding of
prayer? If so, then YOU will want to join a new weekly
prayer group at the church. We will share concerns, lift up
church prayer requests, and listen to the Scriptures speak to
our needs in a small group setting.
Our group will meet in the church parlor on Tuesdays,
at 4 pm. Church members and visitors are invited to join us
as we share concerns and support and encourage one another.
If you are interested in participating in this exciting
new life-changing group, please call Mary Bates today at
234-9385.

STOCK GIFTS
As church members, we have many different ways to give to the church. We give
through our gifts, our presence, our service, and our witness. One easy way to give to the
church is through stocks.
Did you know that FUMC is set up to receive stock gifts? It’s as easy as telling your
broker to call our FUMC broker, Rita Stone or Sheila Johnson at Morgan Stanley,
(307) 266-3500. Your broker will transfer the stocks you choose into our FUMC account, at
which time Rita will sell them and apply the full amount of the sale as you designate. If you
have
questions about this process, please contact Blithe at 234-9385.

Visit www.fumccasper.com to see our new FUMC website!
Do you have pictures to share? Would you like an event or ministry included on the
website? Please email, text, or send pictures to office@fumccasper.com.
If you need help deciding what to include on your ministry’s webpage, set up an appoint
with the office at 234-9385.

New Features: Upcoming Events, Celebrating Ministries Pages, Dinner for 8 Registration, Current Calendar of ALL Church Events, Video Sermons, and a Photo Gallery!

In our sanctuary, the two west windows nearest the pulpit
portray Christ the Physician and Christ’s Passion.
The window on the left depicts:
1: Christ curing the man with palsy.
2: Giving sight to the blind, and
3: Healing the leper,
4: The woman
touching the hem of
Christ’s Garment.
5: Christ helping
Jairus’ little daughter.
6: The Centurion
asking for help for his
sick servant.
The window on the
right depicts
Christ’s Passion:
1: The last Supper.
2: Christ praying in
the Garden of
Gethsemane,
3: Judas’ betrayal of
Christ,
4: Peter’s denial of
Christ
5: Christ before
Pilate.
6: The Crucifixion.
You might like to
study these windows
the next time you’re
in the sanctuary
If you come into the
sanctuary when the
sun shines into the
room from the west,
you will be in for a
wonderful treat!

Children’s Music Update!
(Next Performance: Sun, Feb 12, 8:30 & 11 am Services)
Welcome to a New Year in FUMC children's music! I am so excited for all the new songs
and dances your children will be enjoying during the next few months!
As we jump into this new year, I'd love to have more children’s music kids stay and sing at the
11 am services on our performance Sundays. During the past few children’s music
performances, only three or four kids stayed to sing at the 11 am service. This places a lot
of pressure on the few kids who do stay, and deprives the 11 am service of the joy of seeing
and hearing your children sing.
I encourage you and your kids to stay for the first part of the 11 am service (about 20 mins)
on performance Sundays so our children’s music choir can perform together!
Contact me if you have any questions or concerns:
Elaine Vangelov, 307-262-2545, elainevangelov@gmail.com

Bless the Heart
of a Child
February 12, 8:30 & 11 am Services

