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August  21, Noon in North Casper at Wells Park Shelter #1 by the ball park and soccer 
fields. Bring a potluck item and spend the afternoon in fellowship with your fellow 
Methodist friends.  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUMC 2016 Financial Data 
 

 

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS 
July 2016 

 

DATE  8:30 
AM 

11:00 
AM    

5:00 
PM 

TOTALS 

7/3/2016  131 100 45 276 

7/10/2016  207  100 307 

7/17/2016  151 80 89 320 

7/24/2016  142 72 37 251 

      

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES MONTHLY 
GAIN/
(LOSS) 

YEARLY 
GAIN/
(LOSS) 

June $34,777 $45,152 ($10,376) ($12,076) 

 
 

DATE  8:30 SERVICE 11:00 SERVICE 

August 7 Olivia Sausedo  Faith Oliver 
August 14 Jacob Ruble   Casamia Parker 
August 21 Kamryn Walker  Nicholas Scott 
August 28 Jimmy Ruble  Faith Oliver   

                 Thank you for serving your church! 

Aug us t  Ac olyte  Sc he d ule  

STOCK GIFTS 
 As church members, we have many different ways to give to the church. We give through 
our gifts, our presence, our service, and our witness. One easy way to give to the church is through 
stocks. 
 Did you know that FUMC is set up to receive stock gifts? It’s as easy as telling your broker 
to call our FUMC broker, Rita Stone at Morgan Stanley, (307)266-3500. Your broker will transfer 
the stocks you choose into our FUMC account, at which time Rita will sell them and apply the full 
amount of the sale as you designate. If you have questions about this process, please contact Blithe 
at 234-9385. 

Where do you see our church 
members in Action?  

Are they serving within the 
church? Within the  

community? We want to  
recognize our                         

Disciples in Action!   
Click a pic and send us an 

email at  
Media@fumccasper.com  
telling us Who is in it and  

How they are serving.  

                
          As it usually does, summer is going by quickly.  Hopefully 
    you have had an opportunity to enjoy some of the beautiful  
     days that we have  experienced.  We have had some special 
         events this summer that have been a blessing and a lot of fun.   
   Our Summer Musical, our Super Sunday and Neighborhood Picnic, 
   Vacation Bible School, our Youth Mission trip to the Quad Cities,  
   Celebrate, Connect and Serve and our Church Picnic are a few that 
   come to mind.  
   We certainly want to enjoy this month of August, but it’s not too      
   early to begin  thinking about our Fall Kickoff.  Our students will  
   soon be returning to school, or leaving for college for the first time.  
The start of the school year is a reminder that something new and exciting is just around the 
corner.  As such, summer is also a great time to vision and begin planning for the fall.  As a 
staff, we have been working hard at discerning God’s call and moving forward in new and 
exciting ways.  I encourage us to be on the lookout for new and exciting ministry             
opportunities in the fall.   
       We are also very excited for our many program ministries such as our choirs, studies, 
Sunday School, and Youth Group to gear back up.  We have some great things planned for 
this fall that will hopefully help us to grow spiritually and expand as a faith community.  I 
invite us to think about God’s call on our lives as individuals and as a faith community, as 

God calls us to Celebrate, Connect, and Serve Christ this fall.    Blessings, Brian 

Acolytes are essential to our worship service. Your Child’s participation is encouraged and greatly appreciated. 
There is training and a set of instructions for the child. An Acolyte will serve one to two worship services a 
month. Acolytes get to experience the joy of bringing the light of Christ into our church service. Please talk with 
your child/children and prayerfully consider this ministry to the church. 

   Mark your calendar! 
FUMC End of Summer Picnic 

August 21, 12:30– 4:30 
Wells Park, Shelter #1 

(in North Casper by the baseball field) 
Bring your favorite dish to share and enjoy fellowship with 

your church family. 



      Thank You, Board of Stewards, for serving us during the  

 Fellowship Hour between services in July,  and Thank You to the    

 Chancel Choir  who is serving us in August 

           When I graduated from seminary (many years ago),                       
  I served as an associate pastor of a large United                           
           Methodist Church in Conroe, Texas.  The senior    
  pastor, Dr. Lamar Smith, was a great mentor and    
  supervisor.  He taught me how to tell great stories   
 from the pulpit, conduct a Board of Steward Meeting,           
and fill out Charge Conference reports.  But one of the greatest          
lessons was a conversation we shared in his office on afternoon over coffee.  
“You know, during the early part of my ministry I have complained that my 
work was constantly interrupted by staff or church members, until I finally 
realized that my interruptions were my ministry!” 
Don’t we often look at the many events of our lives as interruptions?  But 
what if our interruptions are in fact challenges to an inner response by which 
growth takes place?  What if the events in our personal history are molding us 
as a sculptor molds his clay, and if it only in careful obedience to these   
molding hands that we can discover our real calling and become mature 
Christians. 
May the Lord renew within each of us a special sense of God’s presence.  
And see Christ in each person we meet today.       
In God’s Love, 

Mary 
 

Altar  Flowers   :   
A u g u s t  2 1 ,  P h i l  a n d  L o r i  J o h n s o n  
 

THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR  Altar  BEAUTIFUL ! 

ALTAR 
FLOWERS 

8/07    Open 
8/14    Open 
8/21 Phil & Lori 
       Johnson   
8/28     Open 

Our Stephen Ministry program is funded entirely through donations         

earmarked “Stephen Ministry”.  Will you prayerfully consider donating to 

this fund?  We could sure use your help! Thanks! 

  Emily Chuman and  Kristian Bisiar were united in marriage at 
                      FUMC on July 16th.  Emily  is the daughter of Terri Chuman  
  and Cole Chuman and granddaughter of Becky and Wayne Ford  
  Pastor Mary officiated.   
  The family and friends  of  Michael Scherlin and Amanda 
Tetherow gathered  together at FUMC for their wedding July 30. Michael is  
the son of  John and Jennifer Scherlin.  Pastor Brian officiated.  

    

September 11-14, 2016  
Our Missions Possible Team will return for an eighth year to work with our friends at the 
Wind River Indian Reservation near Ft Washakie, Wyoming.  Projects will involve a       
variety of tasks, but no special skills are required.  Only a servant's heart and a desire to help 
the poor and underprivileged.   Team size will be limited  to 8.                                                                 
Team meeting will be -  Tuesday,  August 30 @ 4PM in the SonRise oom.                

Contact Merritt Benson @ 277-7410 with questions or to sign-up. 

Coming UP:  Saturday, October 8 - Advanced Lay Servant Course : Lay  

Servants Lead in Conflict Resolution. 9-4, Cody UMC 

FUMC August 14, at 4:00 p.m. :  Nicholas and Juli Brubaker         
   Perform for  ARTCORE 

     Bonnie and Gene Rohrbeck     
 celebrate, with their church 
 family, their 50th wedding 
 anniversary by renewing 
 their wedding vows. July 
 24th at the 8:30 service  



Sundays at First UMC 
                                        

8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner 

                                               

 WORSHIP IN august  
    A story worth telling 

 
 
August 7th         “A Story Worth Telling…David vs. Goliath”       1 Samuel 17:3-11 
 
August 14th              “A Story Worth Telling…Ruth”                       Ruth 1:1-18 
 
August 21st           “A Story Worth Telling…The Prodigal Son”      Luke 15:11-24 
 

August 28th           “A Story Worth Telling…Mary and Martha”     Luke 10:38-42 

                                   

 

MARK 
YOUR 

CALENDARS! 

The FUMC UMW and the Casper Christ Methodist Church 
are hosting a One-Day Event on August 20 called "Mission 
U." The event will host two studies: "The Bible and Human 
Sexuality" and "Climate Justice." 
 
This event is open to men and women. Registration forms 
and information are available in the Koinonia Room. Each 
participant must purchase his or her own study book.  

Women NEED 

Women 
Being a woman is hard; and nobody 
knows that more than other women.  As   
fulfilling as our careers and families are, 
there is nothing that can replace the 
bond of true Christian sisters.  If you are 
in need of laughter, stress-relief,   
friendship and fellowship, then this 
women’s retreat is for you.   
Come  “REDISCOVER REST” as we 
enjoy the beautiful scenery of a rustic  
Casper Mountain cabin where we will share our stories, share our hobbies, laugh till 
we cry, and make friendships for life.  
 
When:  Fr iday, Sept. 9th at 7pm to Saturday, Sept. 10th at 5pm 
 

Where:  Cars will be parked at the church parking lot and we will take the  van 
up the mountain to 9391 Hogadon Trail and back by 5pm Saturday. 

 

Cost:      $20 per person 
 

How to sign up:  Fill out a shor t questionnaire available in the Sunr ise Room.  
There are only 10 spots available per retreat, so don’t wait!  

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Your house will not burn down if you are gone for one day!  
   YOU DESERVE THIS!  



The 2016 Altar Flower Chart is on the bulletin board by the elevator in 
the Koinonia Room. If there is a particular date that is special to you or 
your family, please consider signing up to provide  altar flowers on that 
day or call Ann Hines @ 266-3160.   ALL flower donations are 
GREATLY appreciated. 

Visit www.fumccasper.com to see our new FUMC website!  
 
Do you have pictures to share? Would you like an event or ministry 
included on the website? Please email, text, or send pictures to  
office@fumccasper.com. 
 
If you need help deciding what to include on your ministry’s 
webpage, set up an appoint with the office at 234-9385. 
 
New Features: Current Calendar of ALL Church Events, Video 
Sermons, and Photo Gallery 

 

Online Giving! 
It’s hip! It’s now! It’s happening! 

 

Log on to fumccasper.com and give online! Click the “Online Giving” button 
on our homepage, and in a few short minutes your donating will be done. 
Make it a one-time gift, or for even more convenience, choose the “recurring 
gift” option! Your donations make all the difference! Thank you! 

 

 

 

MEN'S PANTS, JACKETS, COATS, BOOTS, & SHOES 

FUMC's Mission Team is asking you to clean out your closets!! Specifically, 
throughout the summer months we will be collecting Men's boots, shoes, 
coats, jackets, and pants (especially needed: waist sizes 32-38). All       
donations must be reasonably clean, and boots and shoes must be tied  
together. 
 
Disposable razors are also needed. Cash donations are also welcome and 
will be used to buy additional disposable razors. 
 
Please deposit your donations in the "watermelon" collection box in the 
Koinina Room. 
 
In September, we will be delivering all donated items to the Good     
Neighbor Settlement House, a mission site along the Texas-Mexico border, 
where we have been helping serve the poor and underprivileged for the 
past 5 years. 
 

Questions?? Call Merritt Benson@ 307-277-7410  
or Jerry Sleep @ 307-259-7752 

 

The Grace Singers music at the 8:30 am service is evolving! Because 
we are a blended service ie. combining the traditional with the     
contemporary,We are looking for musicians who can provide live 
accompaniment! 
If you are looking for a unique way to contribute to our worship   
services, look no further! We need a guitarist,  and/or musicians of 
instruments that would be great additions to the choir. And, we need 
more singers! You might not play every Sunday, but then again, you 
might! 
Our summer rehearsal schedule has changed. Please contact Elaine 

Vangelov at     307-262-2545 so you won’t miss a practice . Come sing and play with 
us! 



             One-Day Event  
      August 20, 2016 

          2016 Rocky Mountain     
                    Conference  Mission u  
                    Co-sponsored by Rocky    
                        Mountain Conference United  
                        Methodist Women & Global  
                        Ministries United Methodist  
                           Women - Pat Blasi, Dean, Board  
                         of Global Ministries - Rev Jim  
                         Gulleand, Nancy Gulley, Asst. Deans.
                                     All Classes will run from   
                         8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
            *If child care is needed, contact the registrar.
                       

 To All Who Want to Grow in Faith and Understanding
from Rocky Mountain Conference United Methodist Women and 
Global Ministries this Is Your Invitation to Mission u event 2016.    It is open to 

all - men, women, lay, clergy. 
 

In the mid-19th century, Methodist Women sent missionary doctors from the United 
States to India and China, true pioneers in God’s mission. By 1910 Methodist women 
launched an initiative to educate Methodists and others about missions around the 
world.
For more than a century, (United) Methodist women have been in the forefront of  
mission and mission education. Mission u continues that pioneering spirit of reaching 
out in mission and promoting understanding of our call to faith and action.
The Rocky Mountain Conference United Methodist Women and Global Minis-
tries invite you to join us at Mission u 2016 where we will grow in understanding and  
commitment to God’s mission at work in our world today. Mission u offers each of 
you two exciting and timely study options:
 Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action,
 The Bible and Human Sexuality: Claiming God’s Good Gift 
Come and join us at FUMC Casper on August 20. You will be better equipped and  
empowered to live out your Christian faith both at home and your community, as we 
seek to be God's transforming presence in the world on issues that matter to our life 
together.                                                                                
Registration materials are available in the Koinonia Room.  If you have questions,   
contact Rita Livingston, 237-8378. 
 
 
 

 

Stephen Ministry: Keeping Confidences 
 Confidentiality, as you may have read or heard before, is a cornerstone of  Stephen 
Ministry. What a care receiver says to his or her Stephen Minister is kept in strictest       
confidence. Even the identity of a care receiver is kept secret (unless the care receiver 
chooses to tell someone). 
 Confidentiality gives care receivers the reassurance they need so that they can risk 
revealing to their Stephen Ministers their deepest thoughts and feelings, details they might 
not be able to discuss with anyone else. It is through the sharing of our innermost feelings 
that God can work the miracle of healing, restoring faith and hope to care receivers’ lives. 
Without the assurance of confidentiality, most care receivers would have a difficult time 
opening up, which would impede the healing process. 
 How does this relate to you, as a member of  FUMC ? Even if you are not a Stephen 
Minister, think about the importance of confidentiality in your day-to-day relationships. 
Consider how you can improve relationships and help people’s personal healing by      
maintaining confidentiality when something is told to you.  
 When someone shares a personal feeling, a thought that is troubling him or her, or 
something about which he or she might be feeling guilty, it can be very tempting to pass 
that information along to someone. Even when motives are noble (such as making a prayer 
request), it could be damaging or painful to the person who first shared the information.  
 If you really believe it is something that needs to be passed along—to a prayer 
chain, pastor, Stephen Leader, or someone else who could help–tell that to the person who 
shared it. Explain why you believe others should know, and encourage him or her to pass it 
along to the appropriate person (s). Or get permission from the individual for you to share 
the information yourself.  
 You also can play a part in helping our Stephen Ministry remain confidential. If you 
hear though the grapevine who a particular Stephen Minister’s care receiver might be,    
remember the Stephen Ministers’ pledge to confidentiality and the important  reasons for 
it. Refrain from asking a Stephen Minister about their caring relationships and from making 
comments or observations (however helpful they might seem) about someone whom you 
suspect might be a care receiver. It puts a Stephen Minister in a very difficult position when 
someone asks about a care receiver. If you have questions about how a possible care        
receiver might be doing, ask that person him or herself. A personal expression of concern 
from you would probably make that person feel good because it would show them that you 
really care. 
 Confidentiality is a standard of conduct all of us need to live by. Confidentiality   
promotes trust, builds others up, and encourages healing in a Christian community. 
 

“Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

—Proverbs 12:18 



 AUGUST Calendar of Events 

REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS - August 2016  
  
Sundays:  4:00 pm            Praise Team Practice (King’s Corner) 
  5:00 pm           The Third Community Dinner 
  5:30 pm           The Third worship Service   
Mondays:            6:00 pm           Stephen Ministry (2nd & 4th Mondays of the month)  
  7:00 pm           NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10) 
Tuesdays:           9:30am - 11:00 am        Staff Meeting  - Staff is unavailable dur ing this time 
               5:00 pm              Bulletin Deadline; submit anything for  the following  
             Sunday’s bulletin office@fumccasper.com  
  5:00 pm           Cub Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall)              
  5:30 pm             Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)  
  6:30 pm           Understanding Depression (Lion’s Den) 
Wednesdays:     12:15 pm -12:45 pm      Bach’s Lunch organ concer t.  Bring your lunch & enjoy!  
  7:00 pm            Al-Anon meeting (Room 12), under  SonRise room.  
  8:00 pm           NA Meeting  Group 3(Room 10) 
Thursdays:  1:00 pm           Emmaus Reunion Group (2nd & 4th Thursdays SonRise 
Rm) 
  5:00 pm             Media Deadline submissions to the Media Team for  the  
             Following Sunday; send to: media@fumccasper.com 

  6:30 pm           Grace Singers Practice                                                            

Fridays: 8:30 pm           NA Meeting (Room 10)                                                            

Saturdays: 10:00 am            Drum Circle  (King’s Corner) 

 

*Book Club  meets 3rd Saturday of each month, 9:00 am (SonRise Room) -          
                                We will not meet in August but will resume again in September.                                   
*Naomi & Hannah Circles meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, 9:00am.  
 Hannah  meets in the SonRise  Room .  Naomi group meets in a  member’s home. 
*Mary Martha Group meets 2nd Tuesday of each month  in a member ’s home. 
*Couch Chicks meets in homes 6:30pm every other  Tuesday. 
*United Methodist Men meets 1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 a.m., SonRise Room. 
*Staff In-Service Work Day last Thur sday each month, offices are closed. 
*United Methodist Women Executive Board meets 1st Thursday of each month, Par lor . 
*SPR Committee meets 1st Thur sday of each month, 5:30 pm.  
*Board of Trustees & Finance Committees meet 3rd Thursday of each month, 5:30 pm.  
*Board of Stewards meets 3rd Thur sday of each month, 7:00pm.                                
*Not Ready for High Church Players (NR4HC) meets 3rd Monday of each month, 6:00 pm.,     
    (SonRise room)  

*Express Newsletter Deadline Sunday, August 21st  to submit anything to the newsletter editor ~  
               Newsletter processing Tuesday, August 30th.  

Support the Natrona County School District  “Stuff the 

Bus” program! Bring brand-new school 

supplies to the Koinonia Room July 11-Aug 14! 

NOW RECRUITING JAM 
(SUNDAY Morning)  

TEACHERS! 
 

Call Kathie Walker 
at 234-9385 for more 

info! 

August 28,  
All Worship Services 

Students of all ages (preschool–
college), bring your backpacks to 

church with you to receive blessings 
for your upcoming school year. 

Kids, join us for our Sunday Children’s program.  There 
will be games, experiments, singing, projects and 

more….all while digging deep into the  Bible.  Come learn 
about who Jesus is and what the Bible has to teach us.  
Everyone starts in the Gathering Spot, then divides into 

age level classrooms.   

JESUS AND ME 
 

Each Sunday  
(Starting September11) 

9:40 am – 10:55 am 
3rd Floor  (Room directly      

outside the elevator) 

mailto:media@fumccasper.com


Happy Birthday! 

A Friday-
Saturday 

Event  
9/23-24 

Loveland/
Denver 

Colorado 

Women  
of  

Faith 
   Patsy Clairmont 
With a new crew  

1 
Laura Adels 
Rob Corbin 
Vaughn Mowery 
Kathie Walker 
Betty Walters 
 
2 
Judy Bowlsby 
Blithe Cummings 
Jay Farrell 
Jeanine Jones 
Jennifer Lam 
Ryan Lawyer 
Cole McMichael 
Norma Thompson 
Mark Weaver 
 
3 
Amanda Christman 
Pamela Dodson 
Kathy Elliott 
Raelynn Juelfs 
Tyler Tille 
 
4 
Kay Asbury 
Triston Bertram 
Brandi Carothers 
Robbie Humble 
Ellen Josephson 
Sherlyn Kaiser 
 
5 
Shaun Carothers 
Rhonda Cochran 
Nicole Reiter 
Chris Romfo 
Karen Romfo 
Dennis Skarin 
Rosy Thompson 
 
6 
Dean Boril 
Connie Gilbert 
Cyamber Parker 
 
 
 
7 
Alney Kofoid 
Clay Rothenhoefer 
Mark Young 
 

8 
Ingrid Burnett 
Janet Garner 
Jim Wiseman 
 
9 
Savanah Johnson 
Ross Shaeffer 
Olivia Shugart 
Lilli Thoman 
 
10 Power of a Cup 
Quinton Applegate 
Kaycee Auen 
Travis Boam 
Laura Dandridge 
Lauren Hedges 
Nicole Norton 
Mark Painter 
Bridget Rothenhoefer 
 
11  
Alek Harshman 
Ann Hines 
Tom Loranc 
Catherine Swedberg 
 
12 
Charlotte Boner 
Stephanie Hager 
 
13 
Diana Applegate 
Bill Arnold 
Stephen Ford 
Amy Good 
Phil Johnson 
Bernadine Leafdale 
Marcy Lore Odell 
 
 
 
 
 
14 
Judie Chitwood 
Don Green 
Lee Hedges 
Cidne Skavdahl 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
15 
Rodney Frisby 
Michael Johnson 

Nathan Richardson 
 
16                   
Nicholas Brubaker 
Jessica Corbin 
Caroline Weiss 
 
17 
Kelly Koch 
Sara Scott 
 
18 
Toni Chadwell 
Georgiann Crouse 
Brad Davis 
 
19 
Ethan Green 
Jack Hartnett 
Jerry Kelly 
Leven Parker 
Rick Smaha 
Meredith Stock 
Tad True 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 
Nyki Briggs 
Donald Drake 
Jennifer Kvislen 
Gail Lawson 
Eric Marvel 
Marcy Marvel 

Ralph Potter 
Kris Wellborn 
 

21 Church Picnic 
Russell Crouch 
Kelli Nolte 
Kirsten Nygaard 
 
22 
Mason Aune 
James Potter 
 
23 
Judy Anderson 
Carrie Grimmie 
Carrie Nettles 
Jeff Sneddon 
 
24 
Roger Batchelder 
Gayle Brownlee 
Roger Fenner 
Thomas Hartnett 
Carter Lord 
Nancy Patik 
Cathy Schulte 
Steve Warner 
 
25 
Pat Davis 
Helen Decker 
Abigail Gray 
Susie Hager 
 
26 
David Alhusen 
Courtland Lovato 
Rayne Mills 
 
 
 
 
27 
Donald Brownlee 
Norma Fletcher 
Justin Keeler 
Robin Logan 
 
28 
Juanita Kroll 
Joe Taylor 
Frank Waddell 
Jarl Yeager 

 
29  
Autumn Baker 
Kim Culver 
Matthew Welch 
Jessica Ford 
 
30 
Patty Anderson 
Bryan Malody 
Dorothy Tomasini 
 
31 
Ruth Doyle 
Jessica Harris 
Charles Washenfelder 
 



SERVING OPPORTUNITIES AT FUMC 
Call 234-9385 to volunteer! 

 
Sound Team: Can you volunteer 1 hour (or more) a month? Join the sound team at the 8:30 or 
11:00 service. We train! You will learn how to set up, take down, record, and of course to run 
microphones during services. We need help! So, if you want to continue to  hear the  ministers, 
skit players, and choirs during services, Contact Dave Harrington at 234-2906 or            Rose-
Mary King at 262-4861 to volunteer. 

Media Team: We still need more volunteers to help with media and sound! 
 
Food Prep or Cleanup for Sunday Night Dinner at The Third: Thank you to the Volunteers 
who have offered to help! We still need COOKS to cook weekly (or even once a month). Help 
with dinnertime prep at 3:30 pm, with serving, or with cleanup at 5:00 pm is still needed.  
 
Food Prep or Cleanup for Tuesday Night Dinner at Upgrade: Volunteers are needed   
weekly (or even once a month), to help with dinnertime prep at 4:00 pm, with  serving, or with 
cleanup at 5:00 pm. We need Cooks on this night also.  
 
Children’s Ministry Area Donations Needed: We need some greenery for  the children’s  
education rooms on FUMC third floor. Either real (we get lots of sunlight up there) or fake 
plants would be  appreciated. Both small plants and larger potted trees are wanted. Contact the 
office at 234-9385 to provide donations. 
 
J.A.M. Leaders Needed:  We are searching for  a few passionate people who love to tell 
others about Jesus to serve on or JAM team!  Training and curriculum is  provided!  All you 
need to bring is a desire to work with children and a love for  Jesus…                                                
Call Kathie or Nikki at 234-9385.  
 
Youth Group Volunteers Needed:  Wednesday evenings from 6-8 at Kings Corner. 
Please Contact Kathie Walker at 234-9385 
 
Singers for the Chancel Choir: Wednesday evenings 7:15  Call Wayne McIntire 234-0372 
 
Singers & Musicians for Grace choir:  Thursday Evenings 6:30 Call Elaine Vangelov at 262-
2545 
 
United Methodist Women needed:  Hannah Group, Call Ruth Doyle, 235-3141,  Naomi 
Group call Jane Sizemore 237-7707 and Mary Mar tha Group call Rita Livingston 237-8378 
 
 

WHY YOUTH MISSION TRIPS ARE IMPORTANT 
 

As our youth return from an amazing week of mission work in the Quad Cities, I would  
like to share an article I found on why Youth Mission Trips are so important in the faith        
formation of youth.  This article is reprinted with permission from the YouthWorks       
website:   
\https://www.youthworks.com/5-reasons-every-teenager-should-go-on-a-mission-trip/ 
 

1. Mission Trips Bring Youth Groups Together.  If you’ve ever been on a weekend   
student retreat, you know how that experience can build community. Teenagers ride       
together, play together, eat together, stay up late together, get up tired together… 
“Together” is a powerful word. Think of “together” as glue – the more broadly it’s spread, 
the better a youth group will bond. Mission trips apply “together” to students’ sense of   
adventure, their desire  to serve, their relationship with God, their daily experiences, their 
broken comfort zones and much more. 
 

 2. Mission Trips Broaden Perspectives.  Teenagers might be more connected than ever 
with what’s happening around the world, but have they seen what it’s like to live  below the 
poverty line in small-town America? Or experienced the energy and exhaustion of          
inner-city living? Or felt the heartbeat of Native America beaten across the taut surface of a 
drum? Pulling teenagers from their typical context helps them understand that the world is 
larger that their daily lives would have them believe. By beginning to understand another 
setting, their own context comes into truer focus. 
 

3. Mission Trips Challenge Comfort Zones.  Beyond broadening perspectives, mission 
trips demand that teenagers participate. Painting a house, playing with kids, serving a meal, 
sleeping on an air mattress, experiencing a new culture – these are a few examples of ways 
comfort zones are crossed. But when coupled with intentional processing and worship,  
mission trips have the unique ability to challenge students’ comfortable perceptions of God 
and the world. Faith steps beyond the doors of the church and demands to be applied to real
-world living. 
 

4. Mission Trips Empower Students.  God is doing incredible work through the Church. 
The energy, authenticity, fresh perspective and passion teenagers bring are a   vibrant part 
of that church. Done well, mission trips help students take ownership and  initiative. Eyes 
are opened. Passions are ignited. Possibilities are exposed. Pursuits begin. Mission trips 
help teenagers see what they are capable of. But first, the Church chooses to believe in the 
incredible opportunity of being a teenager – not a possibility to be met “someday,” but a 
boiling potential just waiting to overflow. 
 

5. Mission Trips Create Sacred Space.  The Israelites used to build monuments by 
throwing together big piles of rocks to point at later and say, “That signifies God’s        
faithfulness in our nation.” For many teenagers, mission trips represent a time and a place 
when God worked in and through their lives. More than a mere mountain-top high, these 
sacred spaces both anchor students in their faith and propel them forward in their            
relationship with God. Even in times of trouble, teenagers often point toward their mission 
trip experience and say, “That signifies God’s faithfulness in my life.” 
 
 



 
 

   
 
 
Here are a few of the  ministries 
your church has to offer for your 

consideration. If there is nothing on 
the list that suits you, feel free to 

come up with a ministry you think 
will benefit this church. Then      
consult with Brian or Mary.  

 
1. Office Volunteer 
2. Media (Computer) 
3. Choir (Voice or Bell) 
4. Sunday School Teacher 
5. Hospital Visitor 
6. CD handler 
7. Greeter 
8. Usher 
9.  Instrumental Musician for choirs 
10.   Care facilities visitor 
11.   Bus driver before services 
12.   Alter Flowers 
13.   Communion Steward 
14.   Acolyte 
15.   Committee Member 
16.   United Methodist Women  
17.   United Methodist Men 
18.   Worship Committee 
19.  Board of Trustees 
20.  Board of Finance 
21.  Sidewalk Shoveler 

              
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
22.  Plant Wa-

terer 
23.   Pew In-

spector 
24.   Youth Programs Helper 
25.   Sunday and Tuesday Dinners 
26.   Vacation Bible School 
27.   Celebrate, Connect and Serve 
28.   Upper Room Distributor 
29.   Lay Reader 
30.   Tuesday Prayer Group 
31.   Prayer Warrior 
32.   Sound Engineer for services 
33.   Custodian Helper 
34.   Cook or server for picnic 
35.   Hospitality group 
36.   Wind River Indian Reservation 
37.   Mission Possible, Brownsville TX 
38.   Gardner 
39.   Photographer for Express 
40.   Thrift Shop Worker 
41.   Help with SLAM 
42.   Help with JAM 

 

Did you know??? 
 

As United Methodists, we are called to be 
Active Members of our churches and communities? 

 

 When we are actively engaged in Church activities and ministries, we help each 
other share ministry duties and the joys of service. Being actively involved strengthens 
our bonds with each other as church family members and keeps us savvy about our 
church and community activities. Active participation is what keeps churches alive, 
evolving, and growing. 

 What are you passionate about? What are your talents and interests? Would 
you like to try or start a new project or ministry?  

 Kick-Off Sunday is right around the corner. How might God be calling you, as 
a United Methodist, to actively employ your gifts and talents in the church? Which 
ministry, mission, or service is the perfect fit for you? There are no projects or       
ministries too small.  Want to brainstorm ideas?  Make an appointment with one of 
our staff members or lay leaders TODAY! 

 Please prayerfully consider how you are being called, and let’s get active! 

"Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the souls you 
can, in every place you can, at all the times you can, with all the zeal 

you can, as long as ever you can." - John Wesley 

                          Summer Study 

 In August PDL (Purpose Driven Life) will begin a video-based study of the 
Book of Acts. Bring your Bible, your coffee and cookie, and join us at 
9:45 a.m. upstairs in the Parlor each Sunday morning. Classes continue 
throughout the summer. Questions? Call Merritt Benson @ 307-277-7410. 

SOS CLASS UPDATE 
SOS will resume meetings on September 11—Kick-off Sunday! Snacks and  

beverages will be provided. Class will begin at 9:45 am in the Lion’s Den (located 
in the church basement—go down the set of stairs by the 2nd Street sanctuary          

entrance; turn right at the bottom of the stairs). See you in September!


