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The staff and laity leadership of
the church would like to
ACTIVATE YOU and
ENCOURAGE YOU
to check out new ministries
over the months of April and
May!
GO visit a meeting,
GO check out a new class,
GO check out a new group,
GO visit a choir….
the possibilities are endless!

The next two months are opportunities for you to try something
new...you may like it! For a list of opportunities, check out the
church website, call the office, visit with any of the staff or other
leadership in the church. There are many people available to
help you find the right fit for you to use your gifts to serve the
Lord!

It is hard to believe that Easter has already come
and gone. After our sermon series “Renegade
Gospel,” sought to discover the rebel Jesus and
the radical road to the cross, I have a greater
appreciation for Lent. I find Jesus’ passionate
obedience to his ministry to not only be
unwavering, but also centered on the kingdom of
God that he embodies. Jesus knew that his
message and mission would be met with resistance
and consequence. Yet, he remained undeterred in spreading the good news.
His courage, commitment, and compassion are undeniable and inspiring.
When I think about my own life, I often wonder if I am
demonstrating a passionate obedience to God that is unwavering. I know
that many times I fall short of the mark that God has placed before me.
However, I also know that it is God who makes it possible for me to keep
striving and pressing on toward the goal of spreading the good news, not
only in word, but more importantly in action. I believe that there is a Godgiven hunger inside each and every one of us to spread the good news
while embodying the kingdom of God, which Jesus first brought forth.
I am confident that because of Jesus’ unwavering conviction, even to
death, that we too can share in his conviction and resurrection. As we have
journeyed with Jesus during this season of Lent and Easter, we have
discovered that it was not a carefree journey. It was not an easy journey,
and it was most definitely not a simple journey. Yet it was a journey that
ended in the vindication of a Messiah who accepts and loves us beyond
comprehension. It was a journey that said sin and death no longer had
reign. It was a journey that ended not in death, but in new life. However,
the journey wasn’t and still isn’t just about us individually. It is an
all-encompassing journey that invites everyone along for the adventure. It
is an adventure that we cannot make without the help of Christ and others.
During this Easter season, may we demonstrate a passionate obedience that
calls everyone into the blessing of new life.
Blessings,
Brian

ATTENDANCE STATISTICS
MARCH 2016
DATE

6:00
AM

3/6/2016

8:30
AM

11:00
AM

5:00
PM

TOTALS

135

90

85

310

153

79

232

170

137

83

390

269

246

51

647

3/13/2016
3/20/2016
3/27/2016

81

Where do you see members of
our church in Action?
Are they serving within the
church?
Within the community?
We want to recognize our

Disciples in Action!

Click a pic...tell us Who and
How they are serving. Then
email it to
MediaTeam@fumccasper.com

FUMC 2016 Financial Data
MONTH

INCOME

EXPENSES

MONTHLY
GAIN/
(LOSS)

YEARLY
GAIN/
(LOSS)

FEBRUARY

$35,477

$51,910

($16,433)

$17,648

Apr il Acolyte Schedule
DATE
April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

8:30 SERVICE
Kamryn Walker
Danica Itzen
Samantha Leckie
Brandon Bosco

11:00 SERVICE
Nickolas Scott
Faith Oliver
Casamia Parker
Nickolas Scott

Thank you for serving your church!

From

Congratulations To Gayle and Christ Rhoads upon the
birth of their baby girl, Elizabeth Christina, born March 22.
Elizabeth weighed in at and even 7 pounds

The 2016 Flower Chart is in the Koinonia Room on the bulletin boar d
by the elevator. If there is a particular date that is special to you or your
family, please consider signing up to provide alter flowers on that day;
Or call Ann Hines @ 266-3160
All flower donations are GREATLY appreciated.

ALTER
FLOWERS

4/03 Kennedy
4/10-open
4/17 Bowlsby
4/24 Easter

Thank You, SOS class, for serving us during the Fellowship
Hour between services in April and to the SPR Committee who is
serving us in April

Baptism :

Annie Hawks, daughter of Michael and Beth
Hawks
The Tanner Family: Daughter, Kallie, Son,
Tanner, Mother, Jamie, and Scott Warren who is
reaffirming his baptism.
We Welcome You as Members of the Body of Christ!

the
Have you ever watched a movie that you’ve
Pastor’s
already seen? I have. In fact, I watched the
Corner
original Star Wars Movie SEVEN times. The
first time it was suspenseful, exciting, the
special effects blew me away, story line was
great etc. The second time was still good, you knew who
the good guys were and you could cheer the fight scenes knowing how it
would end. The more times I attended the more I appreciated other aspects of
the film: a clear dialogue, outstanding camera work, the use of special effects
and the music score was a plus. Since I already knew the ending I could
enjoy the movie on a whole different level. The rest of the seven times I went
was to bring friends who had not experienced it yet. It was great to
“introduce” the Star Wars movie to my friends. We can be so excited to share
the “good experience “ with others.
Isn’t that our role as Christians? We recently celebrated the “Good News” of
Easter. We know the rest of the story and we are encouraged to tell others. Do
you remember the story of Andrew? This disciple was only mentioned 12
times in the Bible, yet his actions are very important. He is always bringing
someone to meet Jesus.
There is no question in Andrew’s mind that Jesus was the Messiah. Not only
did he tell his brother Simon about the humble rabbi, but he was always eager
to tell others about Jesus too. How about yourself? How zealous are you to
tell others about God and invite them to Church.
Let us not forget Jesus’ parting words to his disciples, “Go into all the world
and preach the good news to everyone.”
.
Grace and Peace,
Mary

Online Giving!
It’s hip! It’s now! It’s happening!
Tired of carrying around all that coinage? Forget to bring your checkbook this
week? Leaving to spend a month in Belize? Flying south for the winter? Log on to
fumccasper.com and you can give online! Click the “Online Giving” button on our
homepage, and in a few short minutes, your donating will be done. Make it a onetime gift, or for even more convenience, choose the “recurring gift” option! Your
donations mean so much!
Thank you!

Our Stephen Ministry program is funded entirely through donations
earmarked “Stephen Ministry”. Will you prayerfully consider donating to
this fund? We could sure use your help! Thanks!

Did you miss the sermon on Sunday
because of illness, weather, or were you on
vacation? Now you can hear and see the sermons
of Pastor Brian and Mary, as well as The Koinonia Ringers, Not Ready for High Church
Players skits and other special events during the morning services. You can, also, hear
and see the sermons of Pastors Brian & Mary given at The Third.
If you are a member of Face Book, in the search box type in “First United
Methodist Church, Casper, Wyoming – video page” to see the videoed segments of the
morning services. For The Third, in the search box, type in
FUMC The Third Service of Casper Wyoming” for the evening sermons. If you are NOT
a Face Book member, you will need to join. Go to https://www.facebook.com/, type in
your email address and create a password, then in the search box type in the above search
words for the two Face Book pages. You do not need to create a profile, request friends,
or anything else, unless you wish to.
Please be patient with the videographer, I’m on a learning curve of how to use my
video camera. Many thanks to Dave Harrington and Chris Oliver for solving the sound
issue at the morning and evening services!
Submitted by: Rose Mary King
Logo on the
morning
services Face
Book page.

WORSHIP IN APRIL
April 3rd

“Activate: Adventure”

April 10th

Youth Sunday

April 17th

“Activate: Prayer”

April 24th

“Activate: Faith”

Matthew 14:22-33

Luke 11: 1-4

T

Matthew 15:21-28
a

Sundays at First UMC
8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. in King’s Corner

The Grace Singers music at the 8:30 a.m. service has been
changing! We are asking for musicians to help with live
accompaniment! If you ar e looking for a unique way to
contribute to the service, look no further! We need a guitarist,
drummer, or an instrument you think would add to the choir,
and we need more singers! You might not play every Sunday,
but then again, you might!
We practice in the Sanctuary every Thursday from 6:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Be a part of spreading the glory of God on to our
congregation with your music .
Call Elaine Vangelov now at 307-262-2545!

SAY “YES!” TO THIS

MISSION DINNERS UPDATE
Submitted by Jim Potter:

HAPPY MINISTRY

FUMC CHILDREN’S MUSIC CAMP HELP STILL NEEDED
As noted in previous issues of the Express, FUMC Children’s Music Camp is on
the verge of dying. Our last performance will be June 26, 2016 UNLESS (and
this is where you come in) we get one or two adults to replace Janet Garner,
Director; and Jeanne Tomb, Music director. As stated in our 2015 Annual
Report:
Music Camp is a yearly mission/camp held for one week every June
beginning the Monday after Father’s Day. Music Camp is a nondenominational camp for all children in our community, regardless of
ability, who have completed kindergarten through sixth grade. The
“Mission” aspect of Camp is to create an atmosphere of love, acceptance,
fun and growth through the use of music, singing, dancing and acting to
help each child achieve pride not only in his/her performance but in their
lives in general. The “Camp” aspect of Camp is intense memorization of
songs, speaking lines, staging and choreography in ONE WEEK and then
performing the Musical for both morning church services the following
Sunday.
Please, please, please, if you have any inter est in helping to keep this
valuable Church Ministry going, let us know and we will be glad to discuss it
with you. We are hoping to have our replacements on board for this year’s
production (a reprisal of Go, Go Jonah) so they can learn the ropes from us just
as we did from Pastor Margaret.
You may contact Janet, Jeanne, or Pastor Brian if you’re interested.
Janet Garner
577-1762
janetinv@bresnan.net

Jeanne Tomb
237-7221
tombjeanne@gmail.com

APPLICATION OF INTEREST
I am interested in helping with the Summer Music Ministry
I am interested in Directing the Summer Music Camp
I am interested in being the Music Director for Summer Music Camp
NAME ________________________________PHONE #___________
Please bring this to the church office or drop it into the offering plate during the service

I would like to report how Sunday and Tuesday Meals are doing. It has
been a long time since I have let you know what is happening with the
dinners and I believe the congregation needs to know how its mission
money is being spent. In 2015 we served 7,535 meals, at a cost of
$8665.25. This is just the money received from the church. Some meals are
donated along with dessert on Tuesday meals. We need to give a lot of
thanks to the ones who volunteer their time to make the meals happen.
If anyone would like to help serve or cook a meal once or twice a month,
just tell me, Jim Potter, what you would like to have and I will pick it up for
you and have it a King’s corner when you need it. We also have food on
hand, that can be used. . Proverbs 3:3-4, says, “Never let go of loyalty and
faithfulness. Tie them around your neck; write them on your hearts. If you
do this, both God and man will be pleased with you.”
Thank you for your support.

Courtney Clisch, from the Grace
Singers, invites us to her Senior
Vocal Recital on Sunday, April 24 at
3:00 PM at Casper College’s
Wheeler Concert Hall.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Calendar of Events
UMW board meeting - April 7, Parlor

Our 2016 Board Members
Donna Roth - President
Linda Brubaker - Secretary
Wanda Bennett - Treasurer
Diane Payne - Asst. Treasurer
Rita Livingston - Education and Interpretation
Ann Hines - Membership
Genene Quick - Nurture and Social Action
Brenda Doyle - Spiritual Growth
Lori Johnson Communication and Publicity
Ruth Doyle - Youth Coordinator

If you would like to attend a
meeting, contact any one of
these women

Hannah Gr oup Meets Thur sday,
April 21st, at 9:30 a.m. in the
Parlor.
Mary Martha Gr oup meets
Tuesday March 12, 7:00 p.m. at
Donna Roth’s home 404 Texas
Place 237-9759
Naomi Group meets Thur sday
April 21, at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor

ATTENTION GRADUATING HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS!

Every year the UMW offers a scholarship to a church member graduating senior. To
apply, you may pick up an application in the church office or submit an online
application . Once online go to Ministries, Connecting Ministries, and then to UMW.
Selection will be made in May, Please turn your application in as soon as possible!

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES AT FUMC
Call 234-9385 to volunteer!

Sound Team: Can you volunteer 1 hour (or mor e) a month? J oin the sound team
at the 8:30 or 11:00 service. We train! You will learn how to set up, take down,
record, and of course to run microphones during services. We need help! So, if you
want to continue to hear the ministers, skit players, and choirs during services, Contact Dave Harrington at 234-2906 or Rose-Mary King at 262-4861 to volunteer.
Media Team: We still need more volunteers to help with media and sound!

Food Prep or Cleanup for Sunday Night Dinner at The Third: Thank you to the
Volunteers who have offered to help! We still need COOKS to cook weekly (or even
once a month). Help with dinnertime prep at 3:30 pm, with serving, or with cleanup at
5:00 pm is still needed.
Food Prep or Cleanup for Tuesday Night Dinner at Upgrade: Volunteer s ar e
needed weekly (or even once a month), to help with dinnertime prep at 4:00 pm, with
serving, or with cleanup at 5:00 pm. We need Cooks on this night also.
Children’s Ministry Area Donations Needed: We need some gr eener y for the
children’s education rooms on FUMC third floor. Either real (we get lots of sunlight
up there) or fake plants would be appreciated. Both small plants and larger potted
trees are wanted. Contact the office at 234-9385 to provide donations.
J.A.M. Leaders Needed: We ar e sear ching for a few passionate people who love
to tell others about Jesus to serve on or JAM team! Training and curriculum is
provided! All you need to bring is a desire to work with children and a love for
Jesus… Call Kathie or Nikki at 234-9385.
Youth Group Volunteers Needed: Wednesday evenings fr om 6-8 at Kings Corner.
Please Contact Kathie Walker at 234-9385
Singers for the Chancel Choir: Wednesday evenings 7:15 Call Wayne McIntire
234-0372

STOCK GIFTS
We as church members have many different ways to give to the church through our gifts, our
presence, our service and our witness. One easy way to give to the church is through stocks.
Did you know that we are set up to receive stock gifts? It’s as easy as calling your broker and
having them call our broker, Rita Stone at Morgan Stanley (307)266-3500. They will transfer the
stocks you choose into our account, at which time Rita will sell them. The church will apply the
full amount of the sale as you designate.
If you have any questions, please call Blithe at 234-9385.

Singers & Musicians for Grace choir: Thur sday Evenings 6:30 Call Elaine
Vangelov 262-2545
United Methodist Women needed: Hannah Group, Call Ruth Doyle, 235-3141
Naomi Group call Jane Sizemore 237-7707 and Mar y Mar tha Gr oup call Rita
Livingston 237-8378
Music Camp director and Director of Music Needed Call Janet Garner 577-1762
or Jeanne Tomb 237-7221

April Calendar of Events
REGULAR RECURRING EVENTS - April 2016
Sundays:







Wed. Nights, 6-8 pm, 3rd Floor, Ages Pre-5th

Mondays:

K I D S C A N ! S e r ve G o d ,
L ove O t h e r s & M a ke a
D i f fer e n c e !

Tuesdays:

N othi ng ge t s p as t
G od ’s A r m o r !
Mar. 9—Sword of the Spirit
Mar. 23—Power of Prayer
Apr. 13—Stand Firm with Family &
Friends
Apr. 27—Standing Firm in the World

Journey with us through the
Bible! Learn to use the Armor of
God to overcome challenges and
obstacles. Act out Bible stories,
play games, and do awesome art
and service projects!

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:
Rm)

May 11—Summer Fun with God’s Son

July 11-15, 2016
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
We are currently
recruiting volunteers
for 2016 Cave Quest
Vacation Bible School.
Call Kathie or Nikki at
234-9385 to learn
what positions are
available.

4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30am - 11:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
9:30 pm
12:15 pm -12:45 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
1:00 pm
5:00 pm

Praise Team Pr actice (King’s Corner)
The Third Community Dinner
The Third worship Service
Care Group (SonRise Room)
Koinonia Ringers Practice
NA Meeting Group 2 (Room 10)
Staff Meeting - Staff is unavailable dur ing this time
Prayer Group (Par lor)
Bulletin Deadline; submit anything for the following
Sunday’s bulletin office@fumccasper.com
Cub Scout Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Community Mission Dinner (King’s Corner)
Understanding Depression (Lion’s Den)
Wednesday Morning Bible Study (Par lor )
Bach’s Lunch or gan concer t. Bring your lunch & enjoy!
Sister’s Bible Study (Par lor )
Youth Group (KCYC)
S.L.A.M. (2nd & 4th Wednesdays—3rd Floor)
Al-Anon meeting (Room 12), under SonRise r oom.
Chancel Choir Practice
Emmaus Reunion Group (2nd & 4th Thur sdays SonRise

Media Deadline submissions to the Media Team for the
Following Sunday; send to: fumcmediateam@hotmail.com
6:30 pm
Grace Singers Practice
Fridays:
8:30 pm
NA Meeting (Room 10)
Saturdays:
10:00 am
Drum Circle (King’s Corner)
*Book Club meets 3r d Satur day of each month, 9:00 am (SonRise Room) - April’s book is
“Memory Man” by David Baldacci
*Naomi & Hannah Circles meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, 9:00am.
Hannah meets in the SonRise Room . Naomi group meets in a member’s home.
*Mary Martha Group meets 2nd Tuesday of each month in a member ’s home.
*Couch Chicks meets in homes 6:30pm ever y other Tuesday.
*United Methodist Men meets 1st & 3r d Mondays, 7:30 a.m., SonRise Room.
*Staff In-Service Work Day last Thur sday each month, offices ar e closed.
*United Methodist Women Executive Board meets 1st Thur sday of each month, Par lor .
*SPR Committee meets 1st Thur sday of each month, 5:30 pm.
*Board of Trustees & Finance Committees meet 3r d Thur sday of each month, 5:30 pm.
*Board of Stewards meets 3r d Thur sday of each month, 7:00pm.
*Not Ready for High Church Players (NR4HC) meets 3r d Monday of each month, 6:00 pm.,
(SonRise room)
*Express Newsletter Deadline Sunday, April 17th to submit anything to the newsletter editor ~
Newsletter processing Tuesday, April 26th.

1
Cody Fleming
Harry Fondren
Sandy Sheppard

16
Presley Bloom
Rev. Vern Dockter
Justin Dorman
Helen Oliver
Adrian Sausedo
Eric Wells

2
Debbie DeGroot
Laura Shively

17
Sharon Berry
Ethel McDaniel
Olivia Sausedo

3
Sean Mitchell
Mo Oliver
4
Scottie Drake
Robby Hartnett
Bill Lineback
Jeanne Luers
Tanya Peterson
Tedda Rodriguez
Bryce Row
Rodney Scott
Dugan Simmons

5
Payton Baker
Rich Holland
Jennifer Ullery
6
Harriet Naylor
Merle Potter
7
Jeff Garner
Bridger Johnson
Denise Pedersen

8
Katelyn Dandridge
Nicole Hall
Mike Loranc
9
Dorothy George
Al Keeler
Michelle Nye

18
David Jordan
Allyson Lyle
Spencer Mahaffey
Brady Pigg
Judy Purvis
10
Bill Holsten
Barton Meisinger
Sydney Schilling
Brett TeBeest
Sage Wright
11
Jacob Harris
12 Susan Davis
Loren Kamish
Hannah Malody
Matthew Thompson
Cynthia Works
13
Jens Boril
Brian Jones
Kurt Marker
14
Cordelia Bovee
Eileen Querin
15
Ethan Follett
Nicholas Stille

19
Brooke Bennett
Diana Forsyth
Dallen Juelfs
Dean Morford
20
Jessica Jones
Tamara Joyner
Layla Rodriguez
Nolan Feeley-Wheeler
Sophia Wille

21
Clara Johnson
Jeff Maddy
Tracy McHattie

28
Peter Jay
Pete Peterson
Hope Stoots

22
Clint Becker
Gary Becker
Linda Galloway
Cheryl Gray
Nicholas Grimmie
Brigit Kelly
Eric Latka
Michael Lebsock
Don Madden
Shala Oxley

29
Jim Bush
Steven Delach
Ashleigh Hinkle
Justin Underwood

23
Julie Eastes
Bill Johnson
Ellen Schreiner

30
Terri Chuman
Matt Gurkin
Mary Hein
Bev Lord
Kimberly Mills
Luke Thornton

24
Bob Butler
Anne Chapman
Wesley (Paul) Stille
25
LuAnn Allhusen
Pat Thorson Bush
Sammy Scott
Cortnie Taylor
26
Leon Bell
Laurie Christopherson
Joyce Green
Sally Lindahl
Sheyden Nye
Greg Rothenhoefer
Cynthia Thorson
27
Caitlin Logan
Bonnie McPherson
Della Works

This summer w e’ll explore how Jesus gives us
H ope, Cour age, Dir ect ion, Love, P ow er .
We’ll venture through
Deep Bible Q uests, Spelunker Sports & Games,
KidVid Cinema, and Imagination Station.
And, we’ll have our buddies
Sal, Mawtha, Radar, Olivia, and Ray
with us as we follow Jesus’ light.

FUMC Youth Group Cookbooks Are In!! If
you pre-ordered a cookbook, they will be
available for pickup on Sunday April 3rd &
April 10th, 9am to about 12:30pm in the
Sonrise Room. They are also available
at the church office during office hours.
If you did not pre-order, we do have extras!
They are $15 each.
The youth group would like to say THANK
YOU to everyone for their support!

Our Annual Youth Silent Auction will
be held April 3 to April 24. Our youth
have painted a variety of items from
Pottery By You with YOU in mind!
Come see their artist abilities and take
home a memory that will remind you
of the incredible, faith-driven youth we
as a church have helped raise. On
April 24, the Auction will be closed at
12:00 noon sharp! All proceeds will
help send 11 youth to Quad Cities, IA
for mission work. We will be working
in food shelters, ESL classrooms, kid
programs, thrift stores, and many other projects that will help the
local community .

THIS MONTH:
April 6: Youth Group @
Kings Corner 6-8 pm
April 10: Youth Sunday
April 13: Youth Group @ Kings
Corner 6-8 pm
April20: Youth Group @ Kings
Corner 6-8 pm
April 27: Youth Group @ Kings
Corner 6-8 pm

Upcoming Study:

In April, we will continue a video-based
study of the Book of John. Bring your
Bible, your coffee and cookie, and join us at 9:45 upstairs in the
Parlor each Sunday morning.
Questions? Call Merritt Benson @ 307-277-7410

CLASS UPDATE

Carl & Linda Babb are now class facilitators as we
study the book, Outlive Your Life, by Max Lucado
They will be leading the class into early April, when
Bruce Johnson will take over with a study of the book of James. The
class welcomes all folks as we share and continue our respective
faith journeys together.
Snacks and beverages are provided. The class meets an Sunday
mornings at 9:45 am in the Lion’s Den (down the front stairs towards
Fellowship Hall, turn right at the bottom of the stairs).
We hope to see you there.

Did you know???
You are invited to attend The Endowment Committee Meeting . This committee meets at irregular
times so if you are interested in attending an Endowment meeting, Call Chuck Schmidt for the time and place
472-1717.The Finance Committee meets in the Lions Den in the
basement off the fellowship hall at 5:30 Thursday, April 21 .Board of
Trustees meets Thursday, April 21 at 5:30 p.m.in the parlor. The
Board of Stewards Meet at 6:30 p.m. in the SonRise Room, April 21.
If you want to see just exactly what the church is doing, or if you are
interested in being on one of these committees but want to observe it
first, please feel free to attend the meetings!

